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Continued from page 19 

In mid-March, Ghorbanifar vi¬ 
sited Tehran. He told US officials 
that he had met with several high 
officials and that the meetings had 
been difficult. According to a CIA 
official, Nir, with whom Ghorbani¬ 
far also spoke, said Iran's propo¬ 
sals were still unacceptable, Nir 
worried that Ghorbanifar might be 
losing credibility with the Iranians 
and urgBd US officials to work 
more closely with Ghorbanifar. 
Ghorbanifar had been ill and was 
also having money problems, 
which he pressed the US govern¬ 
ment to help solve. Nir indicated 
that he had his associates were 
helping out Ghorbanifar financially. 

In late March, US officials were 
told that Ghorbanifar was espe¬ 
cially upset. An "NSC consultant," 
probably Ledeen, told one official 
that Ghorbanifar suspected the 
CIA of entering the office of one of 
his associates, Roy Furmark. as 
well as the home of a friend in Ca¬ 
lifornia. Ghorbanifar told both 
Nir and a CIA official that Albert 
Hakim had tried to convince Ghor- 
banifar's Iranian channel to leave 
Ghorrbanifar out of the negotia¬ 
tions. To demonstrate their sup¬ 
port for Ghorbanifar, US officials 
asked him to return to Washington 
for another meeting. 

US officials met with Ghorbani¬ 
far in Washington on 3 April and, 
less formally the morning of 4 
April. Discussions of the proposed 
visit to Iran covered a wide range 
of detailed issues: where the 
meetings would be hetd; how the 
US delegation would fly in, and 
with what passports; what com¬ 
munications tli ay would have; 
what arms or material they would 
bring to sell to Iran; and how the 
delivery of the arms and the rel¬ 
ease of hostages would be or¬ 
chestrated. In addition to the 240 
types of HAWK parts, Iren wanted 
HAWK radars and mobile 1 -HAWK 
missile batteries, as well as more 
TOW missiles The Soviet threat 
to Iran and Afghanistan was an 
area of agreement and Ghorbani¬ 
far said that Ayatollah Khomeini 
was going to issue a "fatwa” 
against host age-taking. The Un¬ 
ited States Insisted that all the 
hostages be released before the 
240 HAWK parts were delivered, 
and only then would it discuss fur¬ 
ther arms deals. 

It Is unclear whether the subject 
of devoting some profits to the 
Contras arose at this meeting. 
One memorandum Indicated that 
support for the mujahedin in Af¬ 
ghanistan was mentioned. Another 
memo Indicated that Ghorbanifar 
discussed using the profits to sup¬ 
port "Afghan rebels, etc." A third, 
undated memorandum ap¬ 
parently referring to this April 
meeting indicated that Ghorbani¬ 
far said the United Slates could do 
the same with Nicaragua. 

A memorandum of 4 April set 
Forth the results of the Wash¬ 
ington meeting. The US delega¬ 
tion visit was scheduled for 20 
April. Before then, Iran would 
pay S17 million Into an Israeli 
account; SI6 million of that 
would be moved Into “a private 
US corporation account." Of 
that amount, $3.66 million 
.would go to the CIA to cover 
HAWK missile parts. This price, 
which testimony indicates the 
Defence Department had been 
developing since March, was for, 
thop* parts that DoD could find 
,fh Its stocks. Several hours after 
The arrival of-the US delegation, 

;which Was to be met by Majlis 
Speaker Rafsanjani, the hos- 
tageswould be released; eight 
\ hours later, the HAWK parts 
would be delivered. The memo: 
States that broader US Interests 
In the Soviet threat end In endu¬ 
ing the Irpn-Iraq war were made; 
: clear, Ghorbanifar had pro¬ 
posed that If further agreemen-- 
ts were reached to soli TOWs to 
Iran, a portion of those would 
-be devoted to thd' Afghan 
^rebels. This memorandum also 
states that. $2 million of the 
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Report on arms to Iran 


proceeds would finance Israel's 
purchase of 508 TOWs to re¬ 
place those sold to Iran in Sep¬ 
tember 1985, and that S12 
million will be used to purchase 
critically needed supplies for 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Re¬ 
sistance Forces." The memo la 
discussed further in the section 
on the diversion of funds. 

Attached to the 4 April memo¬ 
randum were draft "terms of ref¬ 
erence" for use by McFarlane in a 
high-level meeting with Iranian of¬ 
ficials. Testimony and a retrospec¬ 
tive memorandum for the record 
Indicate that North and Howard 
Teischer of the NSC staff pre¬ 
pared the draft in late March, and 
that It was then revised by Donald 
Fortier and reviewed by Admiral 
Poindexter for submission to the 
President. The "terms of ref¬ 
erence" attached to the 4 April 
memorandum are the same as 
those in documents of six weeks 
later, when the mission to Tehran 
finally took place. 

After his return to Europe, Ghor¬ 
banifar worked on the details of 
the planned talk and on raising the 
"bridge" loan funds needed to 
stflrt the arms transfer process in 


down the HAWK spare parts. CIA 
formally requested 234 types of 
HAWK parts In mid-April, and two 
HAWK radars later in the month. 
By the end of April, the cost of the 
HAWK spare parts that the Army 
had located was fixed at $4.4. 
million, including transportation. 

On 22 April, the US Customs 
Service announced several ar- 
resls in a major "sting" operation 
involving the sale of arms to Iran; 
an Iranian arms dealer. Cyrus Ha- 
shemi, had agreed to co-operate 
with Customs authorities. Ghorba¬ 
nifar, who was in Switzerland, was 
jailed for a day. According to tes¬ 
timony of the CIA consultant, offi¬ 
cials surmised that he had been 
held because he was an Investor 
in the failed scheme. This develop¬ 
ment seemed likely to make Ghor¬ 
banifar (and Iran) more eager to do 
business through the one reliable 
channel to the United States, but 
it also made Iran ever more insis¬ 
tent upon not giving Ghorbanifar 
the money in advance. 

By late April, the lack of pro¬ 
gress in arranging the high-level 
visit to Iran had led the US offi¬ 
cials to decide that the operation 
would be shut down unless there 
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light of Iran's refusal to pay until it \ 
had received and Inspected the / 
material. Ghorbanifar told a CIA < 
official that LTC North had pro- i 
mteed to sell Iran two HAWK ra- i 
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was movement within 2-3 weeks. 
A CIA official wrote that the differ¬ 
ences between the United States 
and Iran appeared intractable. He 
suggested the sale of two HAWK 
radars to Iran and renewed em¬ 
phasis upon a long-term military 
supply relationship with Iran. The 
CIA official noted that Israel was 
eager for such a relationship and 
might already be quietly sup¬ 
plementing US sales. Then Ghor¬ 
banifar and/or Nir apparently pro¬ 
posed that the mission to Iran be 
only a preliminary meeting. US of¬ 
ficials rejected this Idea, noting 
that If Iran anderstood and abided 
by what had been agreed to in Fe¬ 
bruary, there would be no 
need for any preliminary 
meeting. On 5 May, a CIA official 
warned Director Casey and the 
Deputy Director that "the White 
House Initiative to secure release 
ot American hostages In Lebanon 
remains dead in the water. 

At the end of April, documents 
indicate that the US Embassy in 
London became aware of the fact 
that Ghorbanifar and Khashoggl 
had approached a mbjor- British 
arms dealer in hopes of getting a 
$50 million line of credit for arms 
sales to Iran with US approval. 
.The British dealer had been.ass¬ 
ured by Israeli officials that this 
was a.White House operation'and 
did indeed have US approval. US 
Ambassador Price reported this to 
the Department of State on 1 May. 
The next day, Under Secretary. Ar- 
macost; sent .Secretary' of St¬ 
ale Shultz .a -cable at the Tokyo, 
economic summit Armacost sum¬ 
marized Ambassador: .Price's re¬ 
port which noted that "the State 
Department has bepn cut out." On 
3 May, Admiral Poindextdr sdoke 
with the ambassador and recom¬ 
mended that he discourage the 
; British dealer from getting In¬ 
volved. The ambassador’s memo 


on the call indicates that Poindex¬ 
ter assured the ambassador that 
there was only a "small shred of 
truth" In the claim that the White 
House approved of this operation. 
Meanwhile, in Tokyo, Secretary 
Shultz, according to his testimony, 
tried to find Poindexter to get an 
explanation; being unable to find 
him, Shultz went to Chief of Staff 
Regan instead. Shultz testified 
that he recommended that Regan 
speak to the President and end 
the matter once and for all. Ac¬ 
cording to Secretary Shultz, he 
was later told by both Admiral 
Poindexter and Director Casey 
that the operation had ended. 

In early May, just a few days af¬ 
ter the incident just recounted, US 
officials again met with Ghorbani¬ 
far in Europe. Ghorbanifar assured 
them that financing for the arms 
sale would be no problem. Tes¬ 
timony and documents indicate 
that Ghorbanifar frequently left 
the talks to call Tehran. On one 
occasions, according to later tes¬ 
timony, the CIA officer who was 
serving as interpreter joined in the 
talks with Tehran to explain that 
the United States could not or 
would not bring all the HAWK 
spare parts at the same time that 
the McFarlane delegation arrived. 
The Iranian at first was unwilling 
to agree to the release of all the 
hostages before ail of the parts 
arrived, but it was agreed that Mc- 
Farlane's plane would bring as 
many of the parts as possible, 
with the rest to arrive after rel¬ 
ease of the hostages. A White 
House chronology Indicates that 
at this meeting, Israel privately in¬ 
dicated to the United States that it 
wanted the replacement TOWs 
that the 4 April memo indicated 
would be funded by this sale. The 
price for the HAWK spares that 
was discussed at this meeting 
was roughly $22.5 million, plus 
over $20 million for the HAWK ra¬ 
dars. but the CIA officer who at¬ 
tended the talks later testified that 
he was not present when such 
matters were discussed. However, 
testimony indicates that LTC 
North discussed the overpricing 
problem with another CIA official. 
And the CIA officer who attended 
the talks wrote that the dispute 
over how many HAWK parts to 
deliver before the release of hos¬ 
tages remained a problem. A CIA 
official has testified that reporting 
on these matters was available to 
the McFarlane delegation. 

Immediately after the Europe 
meeting in early May, US officials 
moved to get ready for a trip to 
Tehran. The Defence Department 
was told to be ready to transfer 
the HAWK spare parts. Prices 
were quoted as $4.4 million for 
the HAWK parts and transporta¬ 
tion; $1.8 million for the 508 
TOWs; and $8.2 million for the two 
radara. 

On 15 May, according to tes¬ 
timony, Adnan Khaahoggl paid 
$15 million into the account of 
Lake Resources. CIA officials 
were later told that Khashoggl 
had obtained this money from 
an Arab investor and two Cana¬ 
dians. Testimony indicates that 
Khashoggl was given post¬ 
dated cheques totalling $ 18 
million, which included 20 per 
cent Interest for a one-month 
loan. Testimony and documents 
Indicate that CIA officials were 
told ,in October 1986, that at 
the-May;me®ting of Khashoggl 
and Ghorbanifar, Ghorbanifar 
stated that the high price was 
because, the money was being 
used to support the contras. 

; Dlrectof Caaey has testified that 
on 16 May, the President ap¬ 
proved the McFarlane mission to 
Tehran. On the same day, accord¬ 
ing to a - later CIA letter to the 
Committee, the Hyde Park Square 
Corporation deposited $6.5 million 
in the CIA’s account in Switzer¬ 
land, to .cover both the HAWK 
parts-and. the 508 TOWs. (A White 
Hpuae chronology lists the date 


as 16 May, and a different m: 
memo cites 20 May as the *?'■ 
Director Casey's testing 
ows the White House chronokJ-', 
The 20 May date may ref&! 
second deposit that was exotA i 
for the HAWK radars.) On tffi r 
the CIA notified the Army ol 
availability of funds for both all 
HAWK parts and the TOWs TH 
TOWs were transferred to it- > 
CIA on 19 May and shipped to ls.l 
rael on 23 May. According fo let' 
timony. the HAWK parts v/er 
also supposed to be shipped to It 
raei during this period. 

20 May. the CIA certified the ava- ; 
lability of funds to test, inspeo> 
and service the old HAWK radar*' 
the next day, it received more de' ; 
tailed cost information on the ra¬ 
dars. 

A CIA official spoke with Ghor- • 
banifar on 18 May and was as;.: 
ured that the hostages would b?; 
available when the Americans ar¬ 
rived In Tehran. He was also ass¬ 
ured that McFarlane would m 
the top three political officials t 
Iran (l.e., President Khamenei 
Prime Minister Mussavi and Ma^s 
Speaker Rafsanjani). Three days 
later, Ghorbanifar thanked the of-j 
ficlal for information relayed toh> i 
by Richard Secord and describe! 
the greeting and accommodation i 
that the US team could expect. ^ 

McFarlane has testlfed M 
he received pre-trip brlefingi 
during the week of 19 May. Hi 
Indicated that he wae assured 
by Admiral Poindexter that St- 
cretery Shultz wbb Involved In 
the planning for the trip and 
that Secretary Weinberger till; 
been apprised. His terms of ref¬ 
erence, emphasized long-tare* 
US and Iranian common Inter-- 
eats In opposing the Sovleil 
threat. They accept the Irenlm- 
revolution as a fact, but not* 
the need for Iran to end Its sup¬ 
port of terrorism and hostap- 
taking and Its efforts to undw 
mine American Interests. Tmj 
indicate that the United Stain 
wants neither an Iraqi victory or 
an overhwelmlng Iranian victor) 
In the Iran-lraq war. » 
Farlane's terms of refereiw, 
show him to offer the proapw 
of a limited military supply rj 
tlonshlp, but say that W 
depended upon whether Ira 
and America's convergent ■ 
divergent Interests come « 
loom larger In the overall pic¬ 
ture. 


t( J \, ■ I i'~ :>:,!>■ iriffl Hit 

. _ Political, Economic & Social Review 


.ExpIMates and unemployment 

■■■ ■■£ .. Cover otory see page 4, S 

% ... m . 

r> i 


> irmp * 










INSIDE 

• Qndhtifl lQ0tiQ sympathy 
over war In Child 

Hi mifll Hull III afliMlali f|,,ii,|ii| l ,i|| ll|l|l|l patio (J 

• Qlof IVilii hi; in mwmorlinil 

. .... [HI(J0 10 




^ luxmy pitlio y.O 

a • Mahal •I in \mo 23 


W' 






m - '^1 






^ J 


ra®1- 


i 


1 • . •• 


■■ 






tfiMiriiwwiili'u'* T r f - 




m 


rqe: Jordan 150 fils Saudi Arabia & Qatar SiriyalB UAE 3 dirhams Kuwait & Bahrain 280 flla Syria A Lebanon 3 pounds 























































Jordan 


The Ideal Residence for E 
Businessmen 


Australian premier 
gives gist of 

MidEast trip 
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By Wafa Abdel-Hamid 

Special to The Star 

AUSTRALIAN PRIME Minister Mr 
Bob Hawke, visited the Middle 
East from 23 January - 3 February 
1987. The trip took him to Jordan, 
Cyprus. Israel, Switzerland and 
Egypt. On his return to Australia, 
he made a comprehensive report 
to parliament. 

He said that Australia recog¬ 
nizes the urgent need to achieve a 
just, durable and lasting set - 
tlement in the Middle East dispute 
and favoured an international 
peace conference. He com¬ 
mended the Jordanian government 
for its plans of humanitarian assis¬ 
tance to the West Bank and 
stated that he accorded the pro¬ 
gramme his country's moral, politi¬ 
cal and material support. 

The premier reiterated the fact 
that the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 


nization (PLOl is the sole mpic- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. not just in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and that this tact is 
well understood in Ism«. 4. tt r., 
equally cleai. Mr Hawke .ujcluri, 
that Israel s antagonists, includin'] 
the PLO, now accept that Isinul 
exists and will continue to exist .is 
an independent and viable state in 
the Middle East. Vet these reali¬ 
ties are not explicitly lecoymzed in 
the stated policies of those parlies 
involved. 

Mr Hawke voiced, his opinion 
that progress towards ponce in 
the Middle East could be achieved 
if both sides clearly acknowledged 
each other's existence. He 
stressed the need for the PLO to 
accept resolutions 242 and 338 
as a basis for negotiation hence 
the recognition of Israel in order to 
achieve peace. On the other hand, 
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I'M.iU'ly In lio included in the«?’ 
H 'tin-I mooses. ntriene 5fl- 

On Li-b.mon, Mr Hawk* . 
pivbsod Auslialia s view th a u 
Icingn forces should b* J 

; , ;‘ W ? ***** ,hose requested t-] 
1 1 «.- U-b.ineso government an! 
wJiom j presence allows the r? 
cstoblishniL-nt of stability with 
hi- country. Australia has 2 
Mim-i.1 a strictly neutral position 
uil I lit.* Iniii-li.'iq war. 

Mi I kiwki- i oilerated Australia', 
invi *1 vi.*iii.-nt in measures to 

ST, P felCe in the Middle 
E.*is , but no tod that noeasy«olu 
lioiib exist in the region. But fortu¬ 
nately, there are ideas and 
concepts, which, if pursued, would 
ofter n Wiiy towards actuewin 
peace. * 

He emphasized Australia's fa¬ 
vourable trade relations with the 
MidEast countries and underlined 
the fact thiil during his talks in 
Amman, Jordanian officals ex¬ 
pressed their desire to increase 
exports of phosphate rock, potash 
and other fertilizers to Australia. 
He also undertook to study a dial! 
trade agreement prepared by Jor- 
dan. He declared that Australia 
would extend aid to Jordan's dry¬ 
land farming project. 

In Cairo, as in Amman, a princi¬ 
pal area of concern was the 
strong trading imbalance. Mi 
Hawke stated that he assured 
Egypt that Australia will help deve¬ 
lop the bilateral trade relations!^ 
and establish a joint business 
council. Tourism to Egypt would 
be encouraged. 

Mr Hawke asserted that as a 
result of his visit, relationships 
with the key Middle Eastern slates 
of Jordan. Egypt and Israel have 
been strengthened. He added that 
he was pleased to invite King 
Hussein and President Mubarak to 
visit Australia. 


donates to 
relief 

AMMAN (Star) — The govern¬ 
ment of Japan is providing 
$300,000 for Unrwa's Lebanon 
emergency relief programme- 
The special donation was an¬ 
nounced in Vienna by Mr cm- 
hiro Tsukado, Minister of Ja¬ 
pan's Permanent Mission to tna 
United Nations in Vienna In * 
meeting with Unrwa's Deputy 
Commissioner General Rod*” 
Dillon. Mr Dillon ex¬ 

pressed his thanks for the spa 
cial contribution and Jap^ 
continuing assistance to unrtr* 

Mr Toukada said the contrlbu- 
lion was in response to an 

peal by Commissioner-Gene 

Giorgio Giacomelli and a W 
from the Chairman of the u 
Ited Nations Security Co«n“ 
asking for emergency relief P 
gramme for Palestine refug<* 
In Lebanon. More than 28,o 
Palestine refugees have o 
displaced by recent 
three refugee camps have 
under siege for months. 
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King Hussein and 
Queen Noor in Austria 

. Thar Majesties King Hussein 
Noor left for Vienna 
Saturday on a private visit ex- 
Xto last several days. King 
Kin and Queen Noor were 
upon arrival by Austrian 
Kpt Kurt Waldheim and h.s 
wife Elizabeth. King Hussein is 1o 
Lj talks with Dr Waldheim and 
Chancellor Franz Vranltsky during 
Ha visit. 

Regent addresses 
students 

«The Palestine question remains 
the local point in Jordanian po- 
icy and the Kingdom is doing 
ell it can to help the Pales¬ 
tinians and their just cause, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent declared 
last Tuesday. 

' Addressing a meeting at Yar- 
uik University. Prince 
Hassan said that Jordan is ex¬ 
erting all possible efforts to 
maintain the Arab identity In 
the Israeli-held Arab territory, 
ad is supporting the stead - 
lastness of the Arab population 
m the (ace of Israel's plans 
which are designed to evict 
Arab citizens and Judaise Arab 
land in Palestine. Prince 
Hassan said the leadership 
and government of Jordan are 
constantly undertaking endea¬ 
vours 1o serve the nation and 
the citizens. 

Prince Hassan told his au¬ 
dience, which Included the Un- 
•versily president, deans of 
various faculties, staff and 
students of different depart- 
wn that the university 
should aim at providing Infar¬ 
ction and should at the same 
lff * encourage open free dia- 
^ and foster mutual re- 
among teachers and 
students. 

have to respect one 
joother, regardless of the dlf- 
r r w&9s In views and the dlv- 
JjW ideas that we might 
^6- and we ought to be cun- 
j*o. open and constructive so 
Jt all elements of division end 
“«wardne8s can be avoided." 
2® Hassan said. He ox- 
^pe Ihst tho univors- 
JL , Phpanlze more dialogues 
EL flalheringa which could 
Promote development. 
F* Hassan culled on 




X si Hi# 1 








Lb 









His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan at Yarmouk 
University — ‘value of individuals should be enhanced’ 


students at the Faculty of 
Journalism and the Communi¬ 
cations department to locus 
their attention on the subject 
they are studying and on new 
ideas. 

Prince Abdullah meets 
Qatari Crown Prince 

• His Royal Highness Prince Ab¬ 
dullah Ibn Al Hussein, who took 
part in this year's Middle East 
Championship, met tast Saturday 
with the Qatari Crown Prince and 
Minister of Defence Sheikh Ha¬ 
mad Ibn Khalifah Al Thanl, who is 
also the president of the Higher 
Council of Youth in Qatar. The 
meeting was attended by the Jor¬ 
danian ambassador in Doha, 
Khaled At Kayed Al Awamleh. 

New work-permit fees 

• Alt non-Arab workers employed 
in Jordan will have to pny JD 
150 cinch for their work permits 
as of 25 February, according to 
an order issued by Minister of 
Labour and Social Develop¬ 
ment. K haled Al Hnf Hnssan. 
Hie ordur exempted nurses 
and workers employed in agri¬ 
culture from paying tho new 
fee. Tiro new system scraps 
Ilk. 1 previous categories from 


non-Arab workers who paid JD 
50, 100 or 150 depending on 
their job classification. 

New premises for 
Ministry 

• A project to house the Health 
Ministry on a plot of land near 
the Sports City is being pre¬ 
pared. A ministry spokesman 
said that the project, expected 
to cost JD 3 million, will set up 
on 8,000 square metres and 
that work will start in the com¬ 
ing two months. The new com¬ 
plex will house all the different 
health departments in the capi¬ 
tal. including the ministry's la¬ 
boratories. the primary health 
care department, the pharmacy 
department, and the Higher 
Health Council which cost JD 
120,000 in annual rent. This 
amount would be saved once 
the new complex has been 
completed. 

Jordanian exhibition 
opens in Oman 

• The Jordanian industrial fair 
was opened in Muscat last 
Tuesday by Omani Minister of 
Industry and Trade. Salem Al 
Ghnznll, who welcomed the or¬ 
ganization of the fair which as 


Health ministry moves ahead 


^ Wafa Abdel Hamid 

Special to The Star 

to** has the right to 
2£5£ Mre and It is the 
»ovife? n w re8 Ponsibllily to 
1 W skvS 3 up 9 r0de primary 
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5- Providing vacclnalions 

6- Providing drugs und medicines 

7- Providing nutrition. 

0- Preventing endemic diseases. 

Ho added that the Kingdom 
alms at covering all citizens 
with health care by the year 
2000. Jordan plans to intro¬ 
duce u comprehensive national 
health insurance system, a 
project which will not 

involve any governmen¬ 
tal contribution. The govern¬ 
ment is already carrying a very 
heavy load and is burdened by 
the many projects |t is under¬ 
taking thus, the private sector 
has to fully contribute to this 
"third fund." 

The mlnfster stressed the im¬ 
portance and need for co- op¬ 
eration between the public and 
the private health sector. Citing 
as an example, h’e stated that 
Al Basheer hospital is under 
too much pressure and Is 
crowded with patients thus the 
Ministry of Health has enter 
into a contract with the univ¬ 
ersity hospital to receive pa¬ 
tients in return for JD 1.5 min¬ 
ion. 


The Ministry of Health has also 
established 66 health centres 
in less than two years and em¬ 
ployed one third of the doctors 
that have been without jobs in- 
the previous years. 

Despite all these achievements 
and efforts, Jordan still suffers 
from a shortage of beds in ho¬ 
spitals particularly in Amman, 
thus, the ministry is planning to 
establish five hospitals in Ajlun, 
Tafiloh, Kerak, Amman and Ir- 
bid. The budget, however, is 
not sufficient to cover the 

costs. thus the 

ministry has directed Its atten¬ 
tion to contracting with private 
hospitals and doctors in the 
private sector to refer patients 
to them. 

The public sector also suffers 
from loss of doctors (leakage 
of doctors from the public to 
the private sector). At the end 
of the lecture, Dr Hamzeh an¬ 
swered questions on water 
contamination in Irbid and em- 
Dhaslzed Its cleanliness desp¬ 
ite its murkiness. There were 
also questions related to the 
Amal Cancer Centre and tne 
need for cancer rehabilitation 


he noted . is bound to bolster 
inter-Arab trade and economic 
co-operation. The minister said 
that the products on display 
were of high quality and could 
replace foreign products in 
Arab markets. 

More than 65 Jordanian busi¬ 
ness and companies are parti¬ 
cipating in the fair which is sell¬ 
ing products directly to the 
Omani public and merchants. 

Laws to encourage 
investment 

• The financial committee of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
completed its study on an 
amendment to the law on en¬ 
couraging investment and the 
findings are expected to be 
referred to the House for en¬ 
dorsement. The amendment 
calls for the formation of a 
committee of 13 members to 
meet at least once a month 
and take decisions pertaining 
to exempting businesses from 
paying customs duty or part of 
it on materials imported into 
the country, and other measur¬ 
es that should be considered 
for encouraging investors. 

The amendment, which compr¬ 
ises nine points, introduces an 
article providing for exempting 
business from paying income 
tax on net profits accruing from 
agricultural, animal husbandry 
projects and fisheries if these 
are carried out in line with the 
1986-1990 plan. It also ex¬ 
empts from duty all imported 
furntiture and instruments for 
use at hotels and hospitals. 

Princess Anne in Jordan 

• Princess Anne, Daughter of 
Queen Elizabeth ll arrived in 
Aqaba on last Thursday on the 
last leg of a Middle East visit 
which took her to the United Arab 
Emirates. Qatar and Kuwait. 
Princess Anne and Mark Philip are 
the guests of Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 
Princess Anne's tour of the Gulf is 
aimed at promoting the work of 
the Save the Children Fund. 

Energy consumption 
falls 

• The total consumption of en¬ 
ergy in 1986 was the equivalent of 
2,864 tonnes of fuel compared to 
2,819 in 1985. The amount of en¬ 
ergy used last year In production 
was 2.6 per cent. This is up one 
per cent from the previous year. 

The energy cost in 1986 was 
5.9 per cent of the gross national 
product (GNP). considerably less 
than 13 to 14 per cent average of 
GNP in previous years. GNP in 
1986 increased by 3.2 per cent. 
The efficiency of energy consump¬ 
tion in 1986 was 616 kilogrammes 
for every $1,000 in GNP which is 
close to European and Japanese 
figures. 

In the field of electricity, fuel 
needed to produce one kilowatt/ 
hour was 282 grammes In 1985 
compared to 274 grammes In 
1986, an improvement of three per 
cent in the efficiency of generating 
electricity. Industrial production in¬ 
creased by 1.4 per cent while en¬ 
ergy consumption In ’ the same 
sector increased by 1.3 per cent. 

The transport sector Is the big¬ 
gest consumer of energy (about 
39 per cent of total consumption) 
followed by electricity (28 per 
cent), industry (13 per cent), pri¬ 
vate homes (11 per cent and nine 
per cent by other sectors). 

Increase in cement 
export 

• Jordan and Egypt have reached 
agreement on Increasing ship¬ 


ments of Jordanian cement to 
Egypt to one million tonnes an¬ 
nually, up from 750,000. The an¬ 
nouncement was made In Cairo by 
Dr Khaldoun Al Taher, director 
general of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company. following 
talks with Dr Yasri Mustafa, Egyp¬ 
tian Minister of Economy and 
Foreign Trade. The first shipment 
was made early in January this 
year, and according to port offi¬ 
cials. 60,000 tonnes of cement will 
be shipped each month. 

Former Sudan leader 
leaves hospital 

• Field Marshal Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab, former head of the 
Military Council of Sudan left the 
Queen Alia Heart Institute last 
Sunday after recovering from a 
successful open heart surgery. In 
a statement upon leaving the Cen¬ 
tre. Field Marshal Swareddahab 
voiced his gratitude and deep ap¬ 
preciation to His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
for the care he received during his 
treatment and for the hospitality 
accorded to him in the country. 

Unesco offices for 
Amman 

• Minister of Education Mr Thou- 
qan Hindawi last Sunday, held a 
meeting with Dr Mohammad 
Kazem, Director of the United 
Nations Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organization's (UNESCO) 
Amman office, and discussed the 
preparations for next month's offi¬ 
cial opening of the organization's 
regional office. A ceremony is ex¬ 
pected to be held under the pa¬ 
tronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
at the Royal Cultural Centre on 8 
March as an opening ceremony. 

According to Dr Kazem, the Am¬ 
man Unesco office, established 
last August under an agreement 
with the Jordanian government, 
supervises educational co¬ 
operation between Unesco and 
Arab countries, especially in the 
fields of computer sciences and 
technology. 

Upper House endorses 
additional spendings 


• The Upper House of Parliament 
has endorsed ail additional sup¬ 
plementary spending by the gov¬ 
ernment. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
argued before the Senate that the 
government was acting within 
consitutional provisions ano logic 
when it issued a series of budget 
supplements involving a total of 
JD 100 million in expenditure out¬ 
side the allocations made in the 
1984 and 1985 budgets. 

The Prime Minister said article 
94 oi the constitution empowered 
the cabinet to take such a step 
subject to approval from His 
Majesty King Hussein. He added 
that the 1984 supplement was 
called for after government sub¬ 
sidy for fuel and food exceeded 
projeefed budget allocations in 
1983. 

The 1986 contracting law and 
another six-year old legislation on 
land appropriation was approved. 
A Royal Decree was Issued ap¬ 
pointing - Mr Salem Ibn Nukad as 
a senator to succeed Mr Moham¬ 
mad Odeh Abu El Tayeh, who 
passed away last month. 

Heart recipient dies 

• Jordan's second heart recipient 
Mr Ahmad Abu Shaqra died last 
Monday, after being admitted to 
hospital with severe seizure; Mr 
Shaqra s death was caused by 
'his body's severe and sudden 
rejection of the transplanted 
heart'. The deceased, until his 
death, had enjoyed 'excellent 
health" following the successful 
heart transplant in April 1986. 
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Foreign labour 
— is it really a threat? 

Labour Ministry aims at reducing unemployment 


Dr Mansoul — Director of 
Employment 

IN 1986 there were almost 
100,000 foreigners legally em¬ 
ployed in Jordan, that is, those 
. holding . yaljd. work-permits. . A 
spokesman from the Ministry of 
Labour estimated that as many as 
a further 150,000 foreigners were 
illegally employed here. At the 
same lime, there are 35,000 Jor¬ 
danians out of work; 77.0 per cent 
of the non-Jordanians employed 
heie are Arabs — mainly Egyp¬ 
tians. A further 20.2 per cent are 
Asian i.e. from Sri Lanka, India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines etc. Eu¬ 
ropeans number only 1 .2 per cent 
and the remainder, less than one 
per cent, come from the rest of 
the world including the US. 

Stories, photos on page 4 
By Venlta Maudsley 

it is the aim of the Ministry of 
Labour to reduce the number of 
Jordanians who are unemployed. 
This is a difficult task as, accord¬ 
ing to Dr Mansour Utoum, Director 
of Employment, most unemployed 
Jordanians are graduates of Com¬ 
munity Colleges and Universities 
and therefore do not wish to seek 
employment in the sectors where 
vacancies most often occur, for 
example in agriculture. 

The following table shows the 
main sectors in which expatriate 
workers were employed In 1986: 

Technicians __3,032 


Management _ 589 

Clerical .. 396 

Sales __ 1,606 

Services .. 42,548 

Agriculture _ 14,526 

Industry _ 13,350 

Transport . 3,633 

Construction -__ 18.206 

This table refers to the workers 
holding valid permits. 

The government has introduced 
new measures in an effort to 
prevent foreigners from taking up 
employment here illegally. From 1 
January 1987, all foreigners 
entering Jordan, with the excep¬ 
tion of visitors, must register with 
the nearest police station within 
two weeks of arrival. The govern¬ 
ments of Jordan and Egypt have 
come to an agreement to organize 
the movement of workers between 
the two countries. No visas are re¬ 
quired for travel between the two 
countries, but now, an Egyptian 
arriving in Jordan will not be 
granted a work permit unless he 
has an agreement for employment 
before he arrives. 

Europeans employed here are 
normally In managerial positions or 
involved in some aspect of educa¬ 
tion, as is the case with most of 
the expatriates from the deve¬ 
loped countries. They are usually 
in positions which could not be oc¬ 
cupied by Jordanians and. in any 
case, they represent less than two 
per cent of the work-force and 
therefore do not pose a major 
threat to unemployed nationals. 

Before 1975, there were no 
foreigners employed In agriculture 
or services here. It is since then 


that Jordanians have had more 
educational facilities and therefore 
are not available for more menial 
work. It is said frequently that a 
Jordanian would rather be out of 
work than be employed as a la¬ 
bourer or a dust-man. One cannot 
blame a graduate for not wanting 
to allow all the knowledge that he 
has gained through years of study 
to stagnate while he sweeps 
streets In order to make enough 
money to keep body and soul 
together. If he remains unem¬ 
ployed, there are, as yet, no social 
services or “dole" for him to fall 
back on, as is the case in many 
developed countries, so he has a 
major problem. 

Dr Mohammad Abdel Hadi, who 
Is the director of the research de¬ 
partment at the Ministry of Lab¬ 
our, carried out a very interesting 


survey between 1981 and 1985. 
The results show the annunl rate 
of growth in demand for Jordanian 
and foreign employees in various 
sectors. 

It is obvious frbm that the em¬ 
ployment of foreign workers cer¬ 
tainly affects the unemployment 
figures of nationals. 

Why should there be such a 
swing towards the employment 
of non-Jordanians particularly in 
agriculture, construction and the 
services in general? It appears 
that immigrants from developing 
countries are prepared to accept 
atrocious working-conditions: 

They will work for. wages up to 
40 per cent lower than would a 
Jordanian. 

They will accept longer working 



Schemes to halt 
engineers dilemma 


The following table shows how the de¬ 
mand for foreign workers increased 
in all but one sector, which was gov¬ 
ernment, public administration and 
social services. 


Jordanians 

Agriculture _ -2.3 — 

Mining & Industry__ + 6.8 — 

Electricity & Water __ +13.9 . 

Construction ... + .4 . 

Trade ---.... +2.8 . 

Transportation _ + 8.1 

Financial —--- +11.6 — 

Govt, Pub. Adm. etc. __+2.6 — 

All Sectors ....—...__+ 3.1 —- 


Non-Jordanians 




. +33.7 

—. +22.5 

— +35.2 

. +14.7 

.- +17.0 

+38.3 

+32.1 

— -16.1 

..... +12.4 


Dr Mohammed Abdel Had 

hours and do not Insist on m• 
time payment. 

They are more 'obedient' am 
will accept seasonal or 
work. 

They do not ask for Increaseu 
wages. 

They will accept delays In tte 
payment of their wages, iootag 
on this as 'saving,' If there is» 
recession, they will accept low 
wages. 

They are prepared to woikh 
any field, not necessarily that* 
which they are trained: 

They will accept any working 
conditions without complaints 
question of rights. 

In short, they are being ex¬ 
ploited. They are in the power ol 
the employers who know that no 
choice is available to thom.othsr 
than to return to their country of 
origin where they will have no 
work and therefore, possibly, no 
food. 

Any worker In Jordan, who 
feels that he Is being treated un¬ 
fairly by his employer, has the 
right to go to the Ministry of 
Labour and present his case 
There, the facts will be looked at 
by tribunal and an officer willfc 
sent to examine the working 
conditions and ensure that al* 
as It should bo. 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special to The Star 

attORDING TO the Engineers 
Son's figures. 1792 en- 
Sre have registered with thu 
since its establish- 
Sin 1068: 721 are on the un- 
Soyed list which moke up 
JSJt4Q per cent of the tolnl 

number. 

Enolneer Ibrahim Abu Ayyash. 
president of the association 
slated with optimism that In reta¬ 
in terms, the percentage of un¬ 
employment among engineers is 
not high compared to other deve- 
teed and industrial countries, 
especially in a country like Jordan 
which functions with a liberal capi¬ 
talist policy and does not iin- 
plemanl Immunity measures 
against unemployment. The asso¬ 
ciation, In co-operation with the 
tillerenl government departments 
and mlnislrfes Is exerting all ef¬ 
forts to create job opportunities 
for the largest possible number of 
gisduales. To fulfill its aims, the 
association has established a 
training course, carried out by the 
joint efforts ol the Employment 
Bureau, the Ministry of Public 
Works and the Engineers Associa¬ 
tion 

It has put up JD 75,000 for the 
year 1987 with the hope of taking 
about 1000 engineers for training 
m the private and public sectors 
wilh a monthly salary of JD 
100 - 120 . 

Other measures being taken lo 


decruuse the number of unem¬ 
ployed engineers include request¬ 
ing foreign companies to employ a 
Jordanian engineer for each fore¬ 
ign countuipnrt and to force all 
companies to assign one engineer 
for each JD 100.000 capital 
project: two engineers for JD 
200.000 scheme etc. 

Thu president also noted that 
the Council of Ministers has 
recently token a decision to limit 
the award of all projects financed 
by thu government to local compa¬ 
nies and not to allow foreign com¬ 
panies to undertake any project 
without I tie approval ol a specia¬ 
lised committee headed by the 
Minister of Public Works. 

The future. Mr Abu Ayyash 
noted is full of bold plans to en¬ 
courage engineers to shift their 
attention to the maintenance sec¬ 
tor where the majority of the 
workforce in Jordan comprises 
mostly of foreigners. They are also 
exerting more efforts towards a 
more organized and balanced 
man-power exhange between Jor¬ 
dan and other Arab countries. 

The situation demands joint ef¬ 
forts on the part of the different 
relevant authorities and if the 
number of graduates continues to 
be on the increase unaccompa¬ 
nied by a growth in the economy 
this sector will be facing dire prob¬ 
lems in the future. “We are trying 
to bring it to bear on students and 
parents lo divert, educational 
priorities to other areas of stu¬ 
dies.” Mr Ayyash added. 


• Manpower In 1985 was 
estimated at 503,000. 

• Non-Jordanian man¬ 
power in 1985 totalled 
143,000. 

• Jordanian expatriate 
manpower in 1985 was 
estimated at 328,000 out 
of which 276,000 worked 
in the Gulf countries. 

• The number of Jorda¬ 
nians looking for jobs was 
estimated at 40,000 di¬ 
vided according to qualifi¬ 
cations as follows: 45 
percent — high school 
and beiow, 30 per cent — 
community colleges, 25 
per cent — university gra¬ 
duates. 

• Available statistics 
show that there are about 
30,000 foreign workers 
with no legal permits. 

• The ratio of females 
looking for jobs via the ci¬ 
vil service commission 
amounts to 60 per cent; 
80 per cent of them hold 
community college diplo¬ 
mas. 

• The total number of 
employment applica¬ 
tions received by the Civil 
Service Commission un¬ 
til 30 November 1986 
amounted to 28,000. 


Steps to ease 
unemployment 


By Frida Mdanat 

Special to The Stai 

FIGURES RELEASED by the De¬ 
partment of Planning. Training and 
Research of the Ministry of Health 
and the Jordan Medical Associa¬ 
tion (JMA) prove that there are 
3703 registered doctors. 300 of 
which, up to January 1986. are 
unemployed. During 1986, 572 
new doctors joined the associa¬ 
tion: 205 of which were employed 
by the public sector at the univ¬ 
ersity hospitals and the medical 
services. The remaining number 
went into the private sector or re¬ 
mained unemployed. 

At the moment 500 students are 
studying medicine in the Univers¬ 


ity of Jordan and abroad. 

To decrease the percentage of 
unemployment in the medical sec¬ 
tor. the Ministry of Health, in co¬ 
ordination with the JMA, is in (he 
process of undertaking a number 
of measures which aim at a more 
balanced and organized labour 
makret. These include asking 
large commercial and industrial 
companies, schools and commun¬ 
ity colleges to assign resident 
doctors, opening clinics in distant 
villages and rural areas, organiz¬ 
ing a comprehensive medical insu¬ 
rance for the private and public 
sectors, lo spread medical ser¬ 
vices and give doctors the oppor¬ 
tunity to get enough practice. 


Breakdown of job 
opportunities 


By Frida Mdanat 
Special to The Star 
LATEST STUDIES indicate 
that the total work force In 
Jordan Is estimated at 
503,000; 143,000 are 

non-Jordanians and 328,- 
000 are Jordanian citizens 
working abroad mainly In the 
Gulf areas. Job seekers 
amount to 40,000; 25 per 
cent of which are university 
graduates. 

These figures show that 
the number of unemployed 


people form eight per cent of 
the total workforce and fore¬ 
ign labour amounts to 28 per 
cent. This means that an or¬ 
ganized labour market 
should leave a surplus of job 
opportunities for Jordanians. 

The increasing numbers of 
community colleges and un¬ 
iversity graduates in addition 
to the large influx of foreign 
labour has resulted in an un¬ 
balanced labour market and 
unemployment among hol¬ 
ders of academic speciali¬ 
ties. 


Tracing footsteps of Lawrence I From paradise island 


Producing virus free plants 


GEOFFREY LE Chemlnant who 
comes from Guernsey In the 
Channel Islands, has worked In. 
Jordan for almost three years ‘ 
as a horticultural advisor to the 
Jordan Valley Authority. The 
cultivation of plants In green¬ 
houses Ib a very recent venture 
In Jordan and throughout the 
Middle East but, in Guernsey" 
this method has '* been wide¬ 
spread for- over . yearsGeof¬ 
frey's family. 1 has been 1 Involved 
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. first; place, was largely aedden- 
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Egyptian’s experience 




Is phenomena. 

«Hhitl lhe * he,p of Bc,ence and 
adherence to proven successful 

agricultural methods, the oyt- 
put and quality of the Jordan 
Valley farms could be vastly fn- 

lmpr oved. What Is 
most lacking, now, .is the 
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room which contains a very so¬ 
phisticated printing press as 
as various photo-copylnfl 
‘Banda’ machines. 

Since coming to Jordan to Ijj 
had three visits home, wtiejejj 
helps to support hi* JfStt 
mothsr and other members.oi * 


By Venlta Maudsley 

Special to The Star 

: ® MALCOLM Allen is a lecturer 
in tndish at the University of Jor- 
“<i. As one ol the major world uu- 
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Dr Malcolm Allen 
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‘‘IN' ffLW of th0 desert still rolls on. seemingly to 
«iwaq is mtle changed In infinity. 
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Luminoza Puazo 


Philippines sinceshe left- Natu¬ 
rally she misses her son and her 
family and she says that she 
tries to hide her ionellneee and 
1 depression and make the best 
of things that are inevitable. . 


Working conditions in Jordan 
have been very favourable for Dr 
Allen. He is appreciated at the un¬ 
iversity and ha9 always found his 
colleagues friendly and welcom¬ 
ing. He has gained experience in 
lecturing to students at many 
levels and as this is his first full¬ 
time Job since gaining his doctor¬ 
ate, he has learned what life Is like 
as a full-time academic. 

From an economic point Of view, 
Dr Allen says that his salary here, 
is comparable to what he would 
earn In England, in a similar pos¬ 
ition, with the exception that 
Income-tax is less here but the 
cost of living is much higher. Also, 
living away Trom home means that 
he and his wife must go to Eng¬ 
land every year to visit their par¬ 
ents and relatives. 

Some papers of his have been 
published by the University of 
Georgia Press and the University 
Press of the State University of 
Pennsylvania have shown consid¬ 
erable Interest In hla book. 'The 
Medievalism of Lawrence of Ara¬ 
bia,' which is now nearing comple¬ 
tion. He is already planning his 
next book whioh will be a literary 
analysis of the writings of the 
many Englishmen and women who 
have travelled the Anglo-Arabian 
road and written about it, He says 
that he will attempt to discover 
Whether those writings could be 
considered as a 'genre andJf w 
to consider the conventions and 
assumptions of -that genre, 

.' Dr and Mre Alien consider that. 
their years in Jordan have been 
well spent, thouth they sometimes, 
rules the many culturall activities 
that -London has to offer. They 
have been amply rewarded in be¬ 
ing within Basy reach of the Kingr 
dom’a beautiful countryside and 
being able, to visit such illustrious; 
places, as . Jerusalem, , Jerash,.. 
Aleppo and Aqaba.. 


By Venita Maudsley 
Speciat to the Star 

SRIYA-KANTHI arrived in Jordan 
from Sri Lanka three years ago to 
work as a house-maid. She comes 
from a rural background In Sri 
Lanka where her father has a farm 
which supports the five other 
members of the family. She was 
educated to 'A' level standard. 
She differs from the majority of Sri 
Lankans in Jordan in that, she 
does not have to support a family 
back home; the money she earns 
is her own. to spend or save. 

During her first two years here, 
she worked for a Jordanian family 
where she laboured from 6.30 am 
until about 8 pm every day, unless 
the family had guests, in which 
case she worked until 9 or 10 pm. 
In her 2 years with that family, she 
never had a day off. Naturally, she 
was not happy with her lot. At the 
end of her contract she returned 
to Sri Lanka. (The family did pay 
her ah extra two months salary, in 
lieu of annual holidays, on her de¬ 
parture). ' . 

,.On her return to Jordan, a year 
ago, she was employed by an 
English . family.. During her free 
time now, she reads or watches 
TV and she is a|so learning how lo 
type. She has the opportunity, of 
travelling around Jordan with the 
family, and particularly enjoyed vi¬ 
siting Aqaba. Another bonus She 



Kanti Amarasinghe 

enjoys are frequent visits to. Eng¬ 
land which, as well as being enjoy¬ 
able, have been educational. 

Sriya-Kanthl says she is. very 
happy now and, apart from feeling 
homerslck from time to time, She 
feels that she made a wise deci¬ 
sion In deciding to return to Jor¬ 
dan. • 
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Swedish neutrality, Arab World 



Mr Lars Lonnback 

THE TITLE of rny locture, Swede¬ 
n's policy of neutrality and the 
Arab World is not crystal clear. 
There are not many direct links 
between the; two. But there are 
several similar concerns that 
besot both neutral Sweden in the 
north of Eumpe .md .Joidaii. .in 
Arab nation in the Middle East. 

•- Wi- art both small c ountries in 
an tuna nl high amt maybe tjiow- 
inci tension and .ij|i<*f-povYi-i in- 
tluenoi 

— Wi- Puivi.- both a ijicmI nc.*d for 
.C' linly. toi fjeacrtn’l dovi lopmenl 
mtid»* our <*ountiii!v. and pi-ace 
*.viIII * mr ruscjlibinir*. 

— fSince wo liave not enough 
slienytli "f oni own — no one has 
• wvalso nc-f.-tl international laws 
and regulation*.?. arbitration m case 
of conflicts. international co- 

-opcjiation. elc. ‘ . 

In my introduction. I shall there¬ 
fore tiy In address my pi.iinls to 
two m.'iin ciues t ions 

1. YViiri 1 .iii.* tln> advnnlayny and 
disadvantages for n neutral milieu 
in oui troubled world” 

2 What can. possibly, other small 
nations learn from the Swedish 
experience wilh neutrality? 

Sweden is. 

compared to the Mid East, a 
young country. When we think of 
the Mid East sve think about the 
cultural roots from Egypt, the Mid¬ 
dle East. Greece and Rome lhat 
are ours And like so many other 
nations we look our religion from 
here. When the wild Vikings from 
the North, and from the year 500 
A.O. started sailing or rolling their 
long ships down to here, they 
made extensive trading with your 
forefathers. 

Next year, I therefore hope to 
be able to invite you all lo see an 
impressive exhibition in Amman of 
Arabic corns found in Sweden, 
dating from that period. Experts 
say lhat such coins can hardly be 
found even m the Arab countries 
today. But. naturally, through the 
centuries, contacts have been few 
and mostly indirect. It ic only with 
the coming of modern communica¬ 
tion that we today can note a 
strong increase in the mutual 
interest for better lies, political, 
economic and cultural 

Coming then to Sweden's 
foreign policy, we can see on the 
map how Sweden is situated far 
up in the north, on the very bor¬ 
derline between East and West in 
Europe. Our history and our tradi¬ 
tions have given us our neutral 
foreign policy but maybe more 
ttian anything else geography has. 
The big power of the Soviet Union 
is next to our shores, and when 
Stalin negotiated with Finland 
nhout their contested frontiers 
and Russian access to the Atlantic 
he said: No one can change geo¬ 
graphy. On the western side, we 
have the NATO powers with their 
increasing concern today over So¬ 
viet missile systems that could tip 
the balance — and vice versa. So 
when Churchill's Iron curtain fell 
through Central Europe. Sweden 
was very close to that border. But 
Sweden refused to join either 9 fde. 

The guiding policy of Swedish 
foreign policy Is nonparticipation in 
alliances in peace lime aiming at 
neutrality in the event of war This 


y^^Mu s -TAf? 


The Swedish Ambassador to Jordan Mr Lars 
Lonnback delivered a speech last Tuesday 
24 February on his country's neutrality and its 
relationship with the Arab World. Below are ex¬ 
cerpts of the speech 


means that Sweden is not a mem¬ 
ber of any military or political all¬ 
iance nor do we co-ordinbte our 
foreign policy with anyone. The 
idea is to assure everyone that 
Sweden will never constitute a 
threat. But if someone threatens 
us or attempts to use our territory, 
this will be repelled by all the 
means at our disposal, by our rela¬ 
tively strong military force. 

Why then nonparticipation in all¬ 
iances? 

Because there is a broad con¬ 
sensus in Sweden that this has 
been a good policy for the country 
to safeguard our independence 
and keep our democratic system 
of govi.'fnuifiil. This policy which 
is suppi >i IhiI by .ill parlies Irom 
luft to ugh! ti.i:. also k**r»t ur, out nl 
wars lor inoiu Ilian 170 years, 
now. Siinc.i* If it- No | join mi lie war. 
Finally, tins policy has cnnhihiitm.1 
In I Ik.* Iiic.rl i degree of v.t.ibilily lha! 
now M'ltur. in llic* noilhorn jmiI ol 

-Sti. Pwi'dt i! u; .i r.pitMi caS' 1 

Wo liav*-' fnrmukiied cm policy 
ourselves ami no tn\ny regulates, 
•I. We rely mi the l onfidence and 
trips,t which our policy has created 
during these years But we also 
bust our own stiong defence t .ys- 
loin Wi? Ii.ivi* a big army with 
ami puls; iry sitvici- for nil men. we 
have .a mnrlurn aii force and we 
try. although with some problems. 

I admit, to keep inturders from our 
very long coastline. 

This is where our extensive 
commitmenl to the United Nations 
comes in I won't go into detail 
about how this happened. But to a 
large extent our policy of neutral¬ 
ity made it necessary lor us to 
seek internatinal reassurances. 
Also our neutrality made us avail¬ 
able for UN functions. 

In this pad ol the world you 
have, through the years, been able 
lo study at close range a number 
of United Nations functions, me- 
dialion efforts, peace- keeping op¬ 
erations, observation jobs, refugee 
activities, etc Many nations have 
taken part, but due to our dee- 
prooted commitment Sweden has 
often had the opportunity to be in¬ 
volved. I only need to mention the 
list of our most prominent media¬ 
tors. Bernadette. Kammarskjold. 
and Jarring. 

Then the late Olof Palme — in 
few days from now we will com¬ 
memorate the anniversary of his 
tragic death — he worked hard, in 
vain it seems, to do something 
about the Gulf war, and still his 
close aid Jan Eliasson is standing 
by. ready if the Secretary General 
■would need him. We also have 
sent tens of thousands of UN 
troops to various task in the Mid 
East. Now latest to the risky and 
dangerous job in the Unilil in south 
Lebanon. Swedish officers have 
served and are serving as obser¬ 
vers iri various functions here. 
Sweden is one of the main contri¬ 
butors to UNRWA. All of this 
stems from our involvement in the 
UN which m turn comes from our 
policy ol neutrality and our com¬ 
mitment to international mediation 
law and order. 


By taking an independent stand 
and playing an active role in the 
United Nations, we try to support 
the struggle for independence 
economic and social equality and 
the promotion of peace. This in¬ 
dependent stance will cause some 
resentment from time to time hut 
will, we hope, in the long run 
strengthen Sweden's credibility as 
an independent nation which in 
case of war would not swing from 
side to side. There Is thus no con¬ 
tradiction between an active fore¬ 
ign policy and nonparticipation in 
alliances. 


Sweden's criticism of various 
interventions by the superpowers 
should also be seen as support for 
efforts lo gain national indepen¬ 
dence. By doing so we claim that 
we strengthen our own right to re¬ 
main independent and neutral. 
Sweden was early out supporting 
the independent states of Africa. 
During the Vietnam war Sweden 
angered the US by criticizing Am¬ 
erican involvement. In the same 
manner. Sweden has criticized the 
Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. 
Vietnams invasion of Kampuchea. 
USS threats against Nicaragua 
and naturally, Israeli occupation 
of Arab land and incursions into 
Lebanon. 

In its policy on the Middle 
East issue. Sweden has been 
guided by all lhe central resolu¬ 
tions ol Ihe United Nations from 
the partition plan, the creation of 
Israel to resolutions 2-42 and 338. 
Every stale in Ihe region, including 
Israel, should have the light lu live 
within secure and recognized bol¬ 
der. We recognize tlio national 
rights ot the Palestinian people 
and we have also recognized the 
PLO as the solo legitimate repre¬ 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
jjle. The PLO information office in 
Stockholm functions well as a 
good liaison office and Eugene 
Muklouf recently saw the Prime 
Ministei. 

Continued occupation ol the 
Arab territories and Israeli sel- 
Nemenl policies in these territories 
are not acceptable and contrary to 
international law Sweden also 
supports the Idea of an inter¬ 
national conference on the Pales¬ 
tine issue with participation of the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council as well as all par¬ 
ties concerned, including the PLO. 
PLO and Israel should accept 
each other as legitimate negotiat¬ 
ing parties 

Throughout all this, Sweden 
considers His Majesty Kina Huss¬ 
ein s peace efforts of qreet value. 
Relations between Sweden and 
Jordan are very good, cordial and 
friendly in all fields. Well, those are 
our positions on these subjects. 
Similar positions have been taken 
on other issues, normally through 
our work in the United Nations, a 
norma! routine which goes well 
together with our policy of nonpar¬ 
ticipation in alliances aiming at 
neutrality in case of war. 

So together with many other 
countries we participate in disar¬ 
mament talks, even if they so far 
have produced little, especially 
concerning nuclear arms. Sweden 
favours a nuclear-free zone in 
northern Europe and we hav* 
been very active in the Confer¬ 
ence on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. 

Allow me at this point, to briefly 
indicate to you what this Confer¬ 
ence in Stockholm, which ended 
only last September, achieved, be¬ 
cause it is a new development and 
because it hangs closely together 

nnc h cSS* W i ant ,0 Sa V ab0u ‘ Ihe 
possibilities for small natrons to 

improve their security and poss¬ 
ibly reduce the risks of war. It also 
is an example of how neutral 
countries can play an active role In 
International negotiations. 

The Stockholm Conference was 
held, as many of you know, in the 
context of the efforts in Europe 
' n Helsinki, Finland In 
to finally close the chapter 
of the Second World War. But not 
only that. The efloris also aimed 
at finding means of closer political 
economic and human co-operation 
and contacts in order to avoid a 
new war All countries In Europe 
except Albania, plus Canada and 
the US — 35 nations in all — took 
part m Stockholm. They started In 


People-power 

revolution 


By Juan V. Saez 

Special to The Star 

LAST WEDNESDAY. 25 Fe¬ 
bruary, the Filipino people 
celebrated the first annivers¬ 
ary of the 'people- power' re¬ 
volution in the Philippines 
and the assumption of office 
by President Corazon 
Aquino. 

Many of you might have 
watched those momentous 
events in the Philippines a 
year ago as they unfolded on 
your television screen. I'm 
sure you will remember the 
moving sight of unarmed 
men and women, including 
children, priests and nuns, 
linked arms in arm, holding 
only Bibles and flowers. They 
marched and prayed as they 
confronted the tanks — the 
military might of a dlcator. 

You could also recall that 
not a single gun was fired. 
President Marcos fled the 
country and a courageous 
housewife became the pre¬ 
sident of 55 million Filipinos. 
It was indeed one of our fin¬ 
est hours. We have regained 
our freedom, and pride as a 
people, after 14 years of the 
nightmare that was martial 
law. 

Those fairy-tale like events 
have won the applause and 
admiration of the whole 
world. The rest is history. 
This month we have Just ap¬ 
proved overwhelmingly, in a 
referendum, a new constitu¬ 
tion. We now also have on in¬ 
dependent judiciary and a 
free press. And in May this 
year, we shall elect our new 
legislature. By then we shall 
have in place, all the major 
Institutions of democracy. 

Modesty aside, I think the 
world would long remember 
what the Filipinos accom¬ 
plished in those eventful 
days of February 1986. It 
was a victory of peace over 
violence, a victory of demo¬ 
cracy over despotism. But in 
a broader sense, It was not 
only the victory of the Filipi¬ 
nos alone; it was also the 
victory of freedom — loving 
peoples everywhere. It is u 
truism that whenever 
freedom and democracy win, 
the rest of the world who va¬ 
lue freedom and democracy 
also win. 

We still have tremendous 
problems to overcome; For 
example on the economic 
field. But the leading eco- 
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Mr Juan V. Saez 

nomic indicators last quarter 
give us reason to be optim¬ 
istic this year. It is unfortun¬ 
ate that the cease- fire 
agreement between the gov¬ 
ernment and the communist 
rebels has broken down. But 
the administration Is trying 
to negotiate peace with the 
rebels at the regional level 
because of the refusal ol 
their leaders to resume talks 
with the government. 

The government is also op¬ 
timistic that it can reach an 
agreement with the main¬ 
stream Muslim group In the 
Philippines. 

But whatever future course 
her regime might take, Pf®* 
sldont Aquino has earned her 
place in the sun. In trw 
hearts of freedom l° ve ^® 
everywhere. She has prove® 
that In this day and age.*™' 
volution can succeed throug* 
h peaceful means. 


There was feverish activity at UNRWA's West Beirut warehouse when staff received 
theslgnal to go ahead with the convoy. 


ON FRIDAY 13 February the Un¬ 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency lor Palestine Refugees in 
tw Near East (UNRWA) mounted 
a relief convoy to go to the aid of 
refugees who had been besieged 
in West Beirut's camp ol Bourj 
ti-Sarajneh since 1 November 
1936 . 

But Ihe trucks ground to a halt 
in hall of bullets when security or- 
rangements broke down, and the 
vehicles had to be lowed away for 
repairs while negotiations were 
started for another attempt. 


1984, and in a gradually very com¬ 
plex negotiation between the vari¬ 
ant rf OUD ?' Easl - West ’ Neutr al 
and Non-aligned (to which Sweden 

belonged) the main thrust of the 
Conference. Confidence Building 
Measures were researched, dls- 
cussed. negotiated, bargained and 
finally agreed upon. 

~ ^at is then, in substance, 
confidence-building measures? I 
can summarize in five points 
which are also to be found in the 
final document: 

1. Agreement to refrain from the 
use of force in conflicts and rather 
use mediation and negotiations. 
This was proposed by East and 
viewed with suspicion in the West. 
Finally a text was adopted. 

^.Information, verification and 
communication. . 

This chapter contains rules for pr- 
jor Information given concerning 
military manoeuvers, troop loca¬ 
tions etc. The Information given 


should also be possible 
by on-site inspection. A w* 
munication system is envisag- 

his system. 

3. Annual calender, restricts 

measures: ( 

Every year a specific ca'yjJLl 
be organized showing all 
activities in the future inl¬ 
and surrounding water auo 
certain size. In this chapter 
agreements were also n *J 
concerning maximum allovveu - 
for certain types of military ^ 

4. Prior notlficatlcatlon 0 

troupe movements . 

One of the most difffcuj*. 
of the conference but a r ®“ ■ 
ably good system was as * 
upon. 

5. Observers 

The practical and P° ,,tlC f , n [Lr- 
lems of allowing five to■ six . 
ver teams to visit Key m 
areas on a regular basis ws 
finally overcome. 
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& e rojanjuk trial raises memory issue 


r ** N Of Jnh ~rv Th0 defence 

Tu ®sdayh a m ^[ ohn Demiamju K on 
awav ot the 
^ has ktentSE? .u amp Survlvor 

th e retired US 
ton the Terrible” sadislic 0 uar d 

asked® P° nnor of Buf- 
tosteln r^ a K .!S l w, J n ®88 Plnchas 

55 abrJTtif L f0r . minut o de - 

fa, K$ nl ,L ne Physical appoa- 
at 'he Tra- 
f ls '"here borw *] e Nation of 
toned. t>odlQ 3 of victims were 

sjaA miss? 

testimony Monday. 


2& FEBRUARY. 



Epstein, a survivor of the Treblinka 
camp, pointed his finger at Den>- 
janjuk. identifying him as the 
guard "Ivan the Terrible." "This Is 
the man. the man sitting over 
there," he shouted. 

The Ukrainian-born Demjaniuk, 
66, claims that he Is a victim of 
mistaken identity and was himself 
a prisoner of war during World 
War II. O’Connor contnds the real 
Ivan was killed during a prisoner 
uprising in August 1943. 

Epstein. 61. whose parents, sis¬ 
ter and two brothers died in Tre¬ 
blinka, wus Ihe first camp survi¬ 
vors to testify at the trial, which 
opened last week. 

Epstein testified Monday that he 
recognized Demjonjnk from the 
way he walkod. and gave a de¬ 


monstration of the walk on Tues¬ 
day. He stood up and shuffled, 
taking small steps and limping 
slightly on his left leg. 

Pointing to a layout of Treblinka 
displayed in the courtroom, 
O'Connor asked Epstein where 
the victims removed their clothes 
before going to the gas chambers. 

■'! really don't remember the 
camp very well to the extent I can 
locate it on this map," Epstein 
said. 

Epstein said one of his tasks at 
Treblinka was to take people to 
the pit where they were shot. He 
gave a graphic description of an 
old lady he accompanied to the pit, 
which they both thought was a ho¬ 
spital. 


monitor 



Shamir with Reagan in Washington 


Begin to clarify issues 

■ A group of Likud officials are reportedly attempting to obtain 
clarifications from the former premier Menachem Begin regard¬ 
ing his approval of the idea ol holding an international peace 
conference when he was still occupying the premiership seat. 
This attempt has emanated as a response to a statement made 
by Peres in which he said that his approval ot the conference 
depended on a previous attitude adopted by Begin in favour of 
the said conference. 

The Likud officials are intending to ask Begin to speak to the 
public on TV and announce his absolute opposition ol the inter¬ 
national peace conference. They will also urge him to call for 
direct negotiations lo be conducted in line with Camp David Ac¬ 
cords. 


Nimrodi re-visits Iran 

An Israeli military correspondent disclosed that the well- 
known Jewish arms dealer Jacob Nimrodi secretly visited Iran 
last week and spent three days there during which he met with a 
number ol Iranian officials and high ranking army officers. The 
correspondent added that Nimrodi s visit lo Iran was known and 
agreed to by Shamir and Yitzhak Rabin who strongly backs the 
continuation of selling Israeli arms to the Iranian regime. 

Rumours of a Soviet deal 

• Haaretz newspaper reported that the Soviel Union has 
lately started spreading rumours in the Western countries that 
the Soviets will soon allow approximately 12,000 Jews to emigr¬ 
ate from Russia in exchange for an approval to let th« Soviets 
take part in the international peace conference The paper ad¬ 
ded that Shamir lias strongly rejected this deal because Ismel 
doesn't agree to go for such a conference. The paper added 
that in case the conference is held. Israel will be I he* ono lo 
enforce its conditions, nol the Soviel Union. 

Israelis captured for drug smuggling 

• Last Monday Israeli police arrested eight 1 m jelis who wen? 
carrying huge amounts of heroin and were hying to smuggle 
them into Egypt via the Negev desert. The police has also cap¬ 
tured big amounts of counterfeited dollars -which were to be 
smuggled lo Egypt and Lebanon. 


Palestinians given life In prison for bus bombing 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Israeli military tribunal Tuesday sentenced 
a Palestinian guerrilla to life in prison for his role in the bombiny 
of a Jerusalem bus which killed six passengers and wounded 
50. 

Hasam Mahmad Assila, 25, of Silwan village In annexed east 
Jerusalem, admitted in court to being a member ol the main¬ 
stream Al Fatah group of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Assila pleaded guilty to being involved in the planning ol the 
attack which took place on 6 December 1988, but said he did 
not take part In carrying It out. 

A panel of three judges convicted him of being a full partner in 
the bombing. The judges said he planned more attacks and had 
prepared explosives tor an operation to blow up a truck carrying 
cooking gas containers in the centre ol Jerusalem. 

Assila was also convincted of being a member of the Al Fatah 
organization, which is outlawed In Israel, and of undergoing milit¬ 
ary training and carrying arms. 

Another member of the band, Ibrahim Mahmoud Abu-Na'ama, 
27, of Abu Dis near Jerusalem, was sentenced to life imprison¬ 
ment last December when the Trial first began. He pleaded 
guilty lo all the charges against him. 
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The damage In Tripoli after the US attack on Libya In the spring of 1986 

Operation kill Qadhafi —the 
White House connection 


By Mark A. Bruzonsky 

Star Wayhinyton Corrospomioni 

WHILE IT is true that the Stfito 
Dupai Irnont blocked I ho entry 
inon in Iho White I louse -• .is 
they were Mien known .il the high- 
■ ‘jt levels of tin* Stale Department 
— Toni J.-iunclimg n joint IJS- 
Lgyptian a it nek on Libya m the 
r.mnnipr of 1905. it is also true 
that the a.mu' Stale DoparUnonl 
strongly tnroiiMtjK-d the plot, less 
than a year l.itui, to assassin ate 
Moamin.ir Oaiilmfi and ins entire 
(amily 

Widely speculated about at the 
time, until now. this calculated 
assassination attempt ol a foreign 
loader has remained in Iho realm 
<>f speculation and conjecture. 

In a little-noticed article last 
summer in the Nation magazine, 
fcirmei US Attorney General Ram- 
soy Clark did publicly call for the 
impeachment of President Reayan 
on the gonads lhal the assassina¬ 
tion attempt against Qadhafi and 
his family was blatantly illegal. Yet 
the facts and details surrounding 
this unprecedented White House 
act of international lawlessness 
- many would say state-sponso¬ 
red terrorism — have remained 
hidden. 

But a major three-month Inves¬ 
tigation by prize-winner journal¬ 
ist Seymour Hersh scheduled to 
appear Sunday in the New York 
Times Magazine, clearly details 
pow the same ‘crazy men in the 
White House' very carefully and 
very precisety targeted the entire 
Qadhafi family with the encou¬ 
ragement and help of both the St¬ 
ate Department and the CIA. As 
Hersh details in his devastating 

,f J e M°* ion of targeting 
Qadhafi s family ... originated witn 
several senior CIA officers who 
claimed that In Bedouin culture, 
Iho Libyan leader would be dfmi- 
' nishsd as a leader if he could not 
pr ^L his hom e. One aide recalls . 
a CIA briefing in which it was ar¬ 
gued thAt 'if you really get at Qad- 
hpn s house — and by extension, 
nls family — you've destroyed an 
Important connection for the peo- 
pie in terms of loyalty.” 

State department derailing of 
the planned '86 Invasion, was a 
tactical rather than a strategic 
decision since the Secretary of 
State shared the baslo goals of 
those : |n the NSC, including a de- 
,aire to kill Qadhafi. Thus the care¬ 
fully leaked; story in the Wash- 
mgton Post on Friday about the 
State Department s opposition to 
invasion may well.be another wav 
In which Shultz Is attempting to 
distance himself from the Upcom¬ 
ing furor about the April 86 asB- ' 
assination strike. 

• Shultz has been working over- 
time, and to a.large degree suc¬ 
cessfully, to disassociate hlmseff 
in the public mind from the under¬ 
takings of the now discredited 

iSUTHE JERUS«ik8W’§T*Rr . 


Nalion.it Security Council Con- 
gru&s hits lionized Shultz.' smirks 
one congressional source. Yet 
Shultz is ir-aiiy as bad us thp rest 
of them.' ohuitz shared the NSC's 
basic vision to remake the politi¬ 
cal map of North Africn.' By early 
1980 Iho unlire American govern¬ 
ment way simply awaiting an ex¬ 
cuse lo go alter Oadhali. Previous 
assassination attempts were 
probably tried and lepealed at¬ 
tempts had been made to pi evoke 
Hie Libyan leader. The fleet had 
been sent to ‘exercise' off the Li¬ 
byan const, and American intell¬ 
igence find been put on red alert 
lo come up with anything at all 
that could be pinned on Qadhafi. 

Then came the Labelle discote- 
que bombing In Germany on 4 
April. Immediately The Wild Men 
in the NSC saw this as their 
chance. Bill Casey's CIA and the 
NSC then fabricated and twisted 
the scant evidence available and 
sent Ronald Reagan in front of TV 
cameras on 14 April to say that in¬ 
telligence in formation linking Qad¬ 
hafi to labelle is direct, it is prec¬ 
ise, it is irrefutable.' 

But neither the Germans nor the 
French believed Reagan and for 
good reason. Hersh has uncov¬ 
ered evidence, which he details in 
his 10,000 word article, that the 
CIA has for some time been doc¬ 
toring raw Intelligence to make a 
case for attacking Libya. The New 
Tork Times article concludes, 
There was nothing in any of them 
(the Intelligence intercepts) spe¬ 
cifically linking Qadhafi to the 
labelle bombing' — which is also 
the conclusion the German gov¬ 
ernment came to some months 
ago. 

Thus on the evening of 14 April, 
guided by Israeli intelligence which 
had pinpointed Qaddhafl's location 
Just hours before the bombs 

SlIVSfH 9 the 18 planes ass¬ 
igned to attack Libya were given 
me specific assignment of des¬ 
troying Qadhaff’s living quarters 
and nearby tent. In doing so they 
used giant bombs capable of 
smashing through eight feet of 
conciete. Yet both Shultz and Se¬ 
cretary of Defence Weinberger 
publicly and repeatedly denied 
that Qadhafi and his family were 
the targets. Indeed, Weinberger 
even told Congress that Qadhafl’s 
residence was realiy a 'oommand 
and control building. While publicly 
denying that ■ assassination was 
the goal, the state department had 
actually prepared In advance a 
major legal document justifying 
the killing of Qadhafi ‘to prevent 
further terrorism" and denying re¬ 
sponsibility: for the deaths of his 
family. Indeed. US military plan¬ 
ners had assured the White . 1 
House that the ohances Were 95 
per cent that Qadhafi would be 1 
killed and one NSC aide, thinking 
the deed had been done, invited 
everyone for an expansive dinner 1 
to celebrate.' i 


Tills new scandal for the Rea¬ 
gan Administration comes just be¬ 
fore the expected release of the 
Tower Commission report which is 
expected to result in considerable 
pressure for prosecution of former 
members of the National Security 
Council. As well more Congressio¬ 
nal hearings are scheduled to be¬ 
gin soon into the illegal actions of 
the NSC — and the Harsh ex¬ 
poses may cause those investiqa- 
Hons to be expanded still fui tiler. 

Exposure of the White House 
co-ordinated plot to kill Qadhafi 
and his family thus becomes 
another major blow to the Reagan 
Administration's attempts to ride 
out the storm of criticism that has 
been mounting ever since the 
November revelation of arms to 
Iran and illegal monies to the Con¬ 
tras. 

Pressures are sure to Increase 
even further for Don Regan's re¬ 
signation. And it is possible as well 
that current investigations will be 
expanded or new investigations 
launched once the extent of speci¬ 
fic white House planning to kill 
Qadhafi. the falsification of 
evidence, and the perjury before 
Congress by leading administra¬ 
tion officials becomes clearer. 

As the Reagan Administration 
collapses not only are some offi¬ 
cials choosing to get out whllke 
they can but others are becoming 
more willing to tell what they know 
about what is quickly coming to be 
recognized as the most lawless 
National Security Council In Ameri¬ 
can history. 

America is today presided over- 
bya president who is largely out of 
touch with events and at times 
showing signs bordering on senil¬ 
ity, and a cabinet which Is secur- 
rmg to protect itself from the 
possibility of further revelations 
and even criminal prosecutions. 

If the US were a parliamentary 
democracy or a party-run govern¬ 
ment in all likelihood, President 
Reagan would be forced to 
step-down or pushed aside. But 
Americas presidential Bystem of 

X avernment mandates otherwise. 

nd though Impeachment remains 
a very slim, still unlikely prospect. 
0nl *, determined Congress 
backed by considerable support 
from the American elite, the press,' 
and the public would dare go down 
this course. . . . 

It Is far more likely that the 
Dem ocratlc-controlled Congress 
will continue to refuse the political 
risks Involved In trying to unseat 
another Republican President In¬ 
stead, the likelihood is that the 
Congress will be quite satisfied to 
further weaken and discredit the 
Republican administration In anti¬ 
cipation of the November 1988 el¬ 
ection, now Just 17 months away 


Facts and figures 
on technology 

AN ARAB researcher. Dr Anion Zahlan. presented an important 
scholarly paper to the conference on education which lookmatP 
at Kuwait University's School of Education a few months™ 
The conference, held under the theme of the 'Educational 
Dimensions of the Arab-1 sraeli Conflict' brought together scho. 
jars and researchers from many parts of the Arab world lolod 
into ways of bridging the ever-widening gap between Israel and 
the Arab world in the area of technology. 

Dr Zahlan s assessment, however, is very troubling in view of 
the conclusions it reaches, and because of the wide gap that : 
still separates the Arab world from Israel. But what makes the 
researchers paper important and noteworthy is the fact that the 
writer does not resort to sweeping generalizations or emotional 
characterization, but rather suppoits his argument with facts 
and figures that speak much louder than abstract words. 

Dr Zalilan says, for instance, that the average Israeli resear¬ 
cher produces 100 more schol.iily works than his counterpart 
In the Arab world. This fiyurw becomes dicouragingly painful 
when we realize that, numerically speaking, we have at least 
one Arab university graduate for each two Israelis, and ten PM) 
holders for each Israeli holder of the same degree, taking into 
consideration the overall population of the two sides and the 
par-capita distribution of holders of advanced degrees in each 
society. 

Itis clear, therefore, that we concentrate on the quantity of 
holders of advanced degrees in our Arab societies, instead of 
turning our attention to the quality of those who hold these de¬ 
grees. And It is easy in situations like that for accusations lobe 
exchanged, and for blames to be laid upon one party or the 
other. 

Some people would probably say that Arab governments do 
not m effect, have a say in the distribution of advanced-degree 
holders in the years to come, since society and its traditions 
seem to be the only factors who have the final word on how our 
future is going to look like in the area ol higher education. 

Parents. some 0, ker people arc* going to say, do not otter 
take the interests of their sons and daughter s into consideration 
when they insist that these young people study one branch of 
knowledge or another. They usually have their eyes on branches 
i ”['°yy^ e ^9 e that are going to be the most prestigious for them 
In the first place. Hence, we have more graduates than we need 
studying medicine and engineering, and we do not have enough 
graduates In other fields. 

m mi CC0 I din9 t0 tile researcher, there will be between 12 to 14 
minion Arab university graduates by Iho year 2000. The unlvwsi- 
SS 1 probably be around 150 in the Arab world The writer 
exhibits an unjustified level of confidence, however, when he 
high numbers of university graduates in the 
y aa brin ° ab °ut the miracle of pushing the Arab World 

oreward in the field of technology. Wo would like lo ask Dr Zah- 
* be it 1 n ^ s t* 10 Quantitive advantage of the Arab world Is 
gomg to achieve all of these results in the future, when these 
ni?rr O n » n 7. 0rs °* ^ rap university graduates are idle figures in our 
present? t 9mP S ! ° reach technological P ar, ty with ,srael in ** 

! he Jdifference between the Arab world's backward 
sarno technology and Israel's highly effective use of the . 
th« researcher offers concrete examples to drive 

hoe J ha European Common Market, Dr Zahlan says. 
tnL E?.Hu 66 ,R 0r cent of Its countries' agricultural needs 
fMnno 0 j T he Zionist State has sold $120 million worth of 

te thH k Lo? d .J? o n ] 0ns and $7 ° miMon worth of flowers to the EC 
in the year 1984 alone. 

nnaHiwl 11 ? 38 achi evements that Israel was able to fulfill were 
P °®®5'® Iu b ® caus0 of the maximum utilization of technology. 
tarhnn?™i 'VS 8 of a flriQulture. Israel has also made use of 
lan^aiStSl pr0aMhr °ughs in developing Its Industry. Dr Zahj 
InduRtnf M P 0r cent °f Israel's exports are in the fiekJ fL 
K .M 1, for instance ' israel exported $50 million worth 
wLK i J * Europe ' and 45 P 0r c®nt of the overall shipment 
weni to the famous stores of Marks and Spencer's alone! 

export r ® venue that Israel gets back in return [or its 
channaiiori ♦S'S? and ,ndus trial commodities Is usually re 
ary industrial b |?° 1* s , F f el s war machine by supporting its 
R-PffSt; aho . uld b Y stressed at the point that Israeli vj- 
raefs Jivimf.m against us Arabs was possible because of Is- 

attention fnthU uae of technology, and because of our lacko f 
attention to this particular issue 

fts undivided attention to expanding anjj 
keep the^Arahc 8 technological base, and is trying its ^est 
it a W from ever reaching a degree of parity with 

■ technoloav 0 nnlf 3 ! Ie,d ^' ,srael 18 maximizing its experience^; 
Ztonist'teJriaro d ,mprovfn 9 'ts utilization of this, because the. 
that w ll lfiR?*te ® re awa f® th at technology is the only weapon., 
tion we shnirtrT na J ons teto the twenty-first century. The Q y ® s • 
tMhn^?Mirfli nh ?i k ourselv08 is: Are we Prepared to meet the . 

lecnnojoglcal challenge of; the year 2000 ? 
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middle east 


Qadhafi loses sympathy over war in Chad 


By SaJId Rlzvi 

KUWAIT - Libyan leader Muam- 
Soadhafi stayed away from the 
lecant Islamic summit In Kuwait 
?(Sd thus ensured his war in 
Chad remained at the bottom of 
the agenda. 

But the conflict is costing him 
Jch of the sympathy which Arab 
ami Islamic states showed toward 
Libya after the US air raids last 
year. 

Already Isolated. Libya and 
Osdhafi faces growing Third World 
ffjtjQism of what one Islamic del¬ 
egate called "the colonel's hypo¬ 
crisy." 

Nearly half of northern Chad is 
under Libyan or Libyan-backed 
rebel control, a fact President 
Hissene Habte was at pains to 
stress to leaders of the 46-memb¬ 
er Islamic Conference in Kuwait. 

He asked for, and got. Kuwait's 
assurances of Islamic mediation. 

The conflict in Chad has raged 
sVice 1966, but the crisis was left 
cMhe back burner while the sum- 
mil pondered how to end the more 
deslnrclive iran-lraq war. 

To Libya's great relief, Chad fig¬ 
ured only in behind-th-scenos dis¬ 
cussions held by IHabre and hir. 
foreign minister. Gouara Lassou. 

However, encouraged by Islamic 
stales critical of Libya's "expnn- 
5 ; onism," particularly Senegal and 
Egypt. Habre and Lassou have 
bsen winning support that should 
worry Qadhafi. 

African and Arnb diplomats in 
Kuwait and London said most Afri¬ 
can governments, with the excop- 
t<Fn of Congo, now support nil 
fr-i lo Libyan-bucked hostilities in 
Chad. 

The diplomats said "mc»ny“ nov- 
tT/nonts also back the withdi.i- 
vra 1 of French troops supporting 
Haw. 

Recently France sent in :i fur - 
1,000 troops, boosting its t«r- 
lo 2,400. 

Hans-Helno Kopletz, millt-ny 


analyst with the International Insti- 
tulo for Strategic Studies in Lon¬ 
don. said satellite photographs 
revealed large Libyan troop 
concentrations along the northern 
border and on the prized uranlum- 
and Iron-rich Aouzou strip claimed 
by Qadhafi ns Libyan territory. 

Sympathy for Habre has grown 
with the collapse of the rebel 
movement backed by Libya and 
led by former president Goukouni 
Oueddei. 

"First there were rebels against 
Habre,” said an African diplomat. 
“Now there are rebels who are op¬ 
posed to rebels against Habre. 
and rebels fighting rebels loyal to 
Qadhafi, arid rebels battling other 
rebels opposed to Qadhafi, and so 
tin." 

Libya's campaign for Aouzou 
suffered its first setback in a 
failed attack in April 1979. But. 
amid a tribal war the French had 
been unable to control after giving 
Chad independence in 1960. Libya 
saw its chance to dispel its image 
as a gr eedy and aggressive neigh¬ 
bour. 

As tho civil war escalated, a de¬ 
sperate Oueddei, then president, 
called in tho Libyans to help sep¬ 
arate rival tribes, including h sub¬ 
stantial faction led by his former 
minister Habre. 

I'ho West, alarmed at Libyan 
intervention, in turn poured money 
into Habiui. movement. When III*.* 
Libyans left under French pres¬ 
sure in 1901. Habre quickly filled 
the vacuum and seized power m 
June 1302 

Qudh.ili. expelled hut iml e.. 
hnustcri, iOdin.-t.tod hi:. Inn.Is into 
tho Unily-tiiaufori transitional 
liuvo mrut'ii | ot National Unity 
(LiUNT) led by < ‘noddai. But. mill¬ 
ion:-. ol dollars woilh of aid mid 
arms l.ili-i, HUNT wan riven by 
doled m is and, finally, dashes 
wilfi Libyan foiccs. 

Last October. Oueddei was 
wounded in <i battle between his 
own mon mul Libyan snourity 
guards in Irlpoli. 

lilt' iricidmit undo in lined his mi- 


r 




Hissene Habre 

thorlty among Chad rebels. Defec¬ 
tions multiplied, leaving only a 
handful of loyalists ted by former 
education minister Acheikh Ibn 
Oumnr. 

Ttie fait to the Chad army of 
Fada In the Ennodi region, Libya’s 
most southerly base, further de¬ 
moralized the rebels, many of 
whom went over to Habre. 

The outcome has proved disas¬ 
trous for botti Oueddei and Qad¬ 
hafi. But in an interview with an 
international news agency this 
month, the Libyan leader indicated 
no surrender. Instead, he warned 
France and Habre ol a "people’s 
war." 

According to Kopielz, the warn¬ 
ing should be taken seriously. 
"Qadhafi has arrayed vast quanti¬ 
ties of Soviet-made armor in the 
north, and seems in no mood to 
draw down," he said. 

The arms would suggest Soviet 
support, particularly since the Un¬ 
ited States has openly backed the 
French intervention, but Kopietz 
said there was no evidence that 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
was stirring up fresh trouble in a 
foreign land. 



The warfront in northern Chad 


"It’s obvious Qadhafi is acting 
as a freu agent." he sold. Accord¬ 
ing to Arnb analysts. Qadhafi’s 
moves are more indicative of a 
need to balance off reversals in 
the Mediterranean. 

But most analysts believe a 
combination of economic problems 


and pressure from African allies 
could force the Libyan leader to 
wind down his confrontation with 
an Increasingly confident Habre. 

Only then could the world at¬ 
tend to Chad's other problem of 
abject poverty and economic stag¬ 
nation — Compass News Fea¬ 
tures. 


continues into ‘year of peace’ 


Despite observlna 1907 as tho Inlernatlonal Year of 
rsaco, Prime Minister Sndiq Al Mahdj seems detor- 
JMed to resove Sudan's civil war by military means. 
Mparatlst rebels in tho south have responded by 
upping up attacks on government forces. 

Allred Logune Taban merit tu biuuk off laiks with 


n'- 8udan Despite 

feSl me H Minlster SatJlq Al 

% an ob S9 r vation of 

^raln ^ ol Peaco ' no 
BiliasSjS Sf 110 the civil war that 
\ Irsiyea^ C0Un,r Y ,Q r the past 

P t eopl ' 8 Liberation 
stepped up opera- 
r where it i! 0, . lhe country, 

? n o | i»u8stflJ 0ht nfl ter an auto- 
^ and there has been 

Wfts rSr nment rhBtorlc 

^n^L! 8 l mated to cost Al 
1 w fl day° Vernmen t up to $1 mill- 

brightened last 
ted £ ,5 ■ c . hur ch delega- 
^artaum Gahl? i A ^ chbis hop oi 

Zuba,r Wa ^o. 
Juba - Pau " 
S’bouS Ethin teaders In 
3 and asked 
flv 9aienL- • ,alks with the gov- 

Qave ,h e 

r H Kfhead for their 
JJjsnt had I at time the flov- 
S 6 mittS, sanctioned . any 
£rf j nce . the rebels 

'^ ! ^UB 8 A A oo aya alr “ 

. Tha,..^ 81 -WIN 83 people. 

: ■ nt led the govern¬ 


ment lu biuuk off Inlks witii tho 
rubols and tiiroaton to ciiarge with 
treason anyone who made contact 
with them. 

Returning from Addis Ababa, the 
Ethiopian capital, the archbishops 
reported that the SPLA was ready 
to rosume talks "at any time the 
government wants," provided they 
took place outside Sudan and not 
in any country hostile to the SPLA. 

Led by renegade Colonel John 
Garang, the 20 . 000 -man SPLA 
seekB to establish a state in black 
Christian and onimlst southern Su¬ 
dan separate from the largely 
Arab Muslim north. 

Wako said he intended to tell Al 
Mahdl that "the ball is clearly in 
his court; if he wants peace, the 
opportunity has come." 

Wako said that In Addis Ababa 
the churchmen had received "sa¬ 
tisfactory explanations" to almost 
alt question put to SPLA leaders. 

He said the SPLA had given an 
assurance that food would no lon¬ 
ger be used as a weapon in the 
war, and that food aid in the south 
should be distributed by inter¬ 
national agencies to Isilated towns 
under both government and SPLA 
control. 

Food aid has been one of the 
most crucial aspects In the war for 
most of the past year. 



Sadiq A! Mahdi 


International efforts to move re¬ 
lief supplies to southern towns 
were halted following rebel at¬ 
tacks on food convoys, resulting In 
thousands facing the threat of 
starvation, especially In the south¬ 
west Wau area. 

Wako Bald that since his dele¬ 
gation returned to Khartoum, It 
has not been invited to report 
back to At Mahdi. 

Government condemnation of 
the SPLA has been stepped up, 
however. Al Mahdi referred to the 
SPLA as an ‘‘evil organization" 
and called it "a Sudanese 
movement with a foreign heart" 
which the government would be 
able to crush militarily. 

The SPLA, meanwhile, has 
renewed military operations foll¬ 


owing a symbolic three-day truce 
to mark Christmas. 

In December rebel forces at¬ 
tacked 10 steamboats on the Wh¬ 
ite Nile as they were returning to 
Kosti from the southern town of 
Malakal. 

The SPLA, which said It killed "a 
large number" of government 
troops in the attack, claimed the 
boats had carried troop reinfor¬ 
cements to Malakal, some 840 km 
south of Khartoum and 385 km 
south of Kosti. 

The government, which put the 
number of dead at nine, including 
four civilians, said the boats had 
carried only food supplies. 

The attack was followed on 8 
January by a raid on the govern¬ 
ment's military garrison in Maiakal 
and a nearby police post, In which 
the SPLA claimed it killed 60 gov¬ 
ernment troops. 

Also in early January rebels at¬ 
tacked government convoys 
travelling from Wau In the Bahr el 
Ghazal region to reinforce a gov¬ 
ernment garrison at Rumbek, west 
of the White Nile, 


In a recent radio broadcast, the 
SPLA said it was continuing the 
war because "nothing has 
changed" in Sudan since former 
President Gaafar Nimelri was 
overthrown In April 1985 during a 
visit to Egypt. 

A Transitional Military Council 
took over from Nlmelry, paving the 
way last April for Sudan's first free 
elections in 16 years. 

The SPLA opposed particularly 


Nlmelri's introduction of Islamic 
Sharia legislation — known as the 
September laws — saying it had 
no relevance in the non-Muslim 
south. 

Sharia law has remained a ma¬ 
jor divide between north and 
south, despite government pled¬ 
ges to replace acknowledged ex¬ 
cesses under the September 
Laws with what it terms "real Sha¬ 
ria." 

The SPLA also has repeated its 
refusal to recognize Al Mahdi's 
government, contending that the 
1986 elections were undemocratic 
because they were not held throu¬ 
ghout the country. 

Thirty-seven seats, about half 
the total in the south, were not 
contested because of insecurity 
caused by the civil war. 

In its latest move toward an au¬ 
tonomous Btate, the SPLA has ap¬ 
pointed chiefs and sub-chiefs to 
administer areas under its control 
— Compass News Featuures. 
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I Potent call 


k jusisi sasi^i .s'-;, a.tfwtasr.fi'; 


■' WHEN JORDAN intuitively made a wise call for the convening of an Interna- £ 
'i tional peace conference on the Middle East sometime ago, it was treated j> 
l with laxity and derision by Israeli and US administrators. But the latest call to i) 
:: endorse the Hashemite Kingdom's earlier move by the 12-nation European ;< 
/ Economic Community (EEC), which, although far removed Irom the nucleus 
v of the region's chaotic environment, proves that the imperative need for a . 

positive dialogue among those favouring peace, is gradually sinking into the '! 
; thinking faculties of the Europeans. 


The EEC members have categorically “declared important political, historical, 
geographical, economic, religious, cultural and human finks with the coun- 
tries and peoples of the Middle East." This indeed, is a potent declaration 
which we do not hesitate to endorse and support. After all, what could be {. 
more authentic and nearer to the truth? It is also particularly significant, in ; 
that, it sheds light on the priceless role Europe can play to bring together 
Arabs, Israelis and the permanent members of the UN Security Council. 


His Majesty King Hussein, on his recent European tour spared no efforts to : 
make matters clear on Jordan's stand on the whole issue. We hold the view 
that if America and Israel had heeded King Hussein's message and treated It •: 
with all the seriousness it required, we all would have been spared the frus- " 
trations, disappointments and nightmares which have plagued the Middle 
East, for decades. 


I We have, however, not lost sight of the obstacles blocking the path of mean- 
i, ingful round table conference. On the part ol Washington, it blantantly re- 
- fuses to accept the Palestine Liberation Organization's presence and partl- 
cipotion. This is simply preposterous. How on earth could a body discuss 
matters affecting a people without hearing their part of the story? 


The Israeli Prime Minister on his recent visit to Washington, must have been 
highly disappointed. The White House, he discovered to his chagrin, is begin¬ 
ning to have second thoughts about the delaying machinations of its 'best 
ally' in the Middle East. This should serve as a welcome news, but it also 
contains certain esoteric pitfalls. Israel and America are the moment being 
knocked from all sides on the domestic scene — crisis in the National Unity 
Government, the embarrassing revelations on the Iran arms deal. Thus much 
as we welcome and look forward optimistically to a peace conference, care 
would be taken to prevent it from being turned into a publicity gimmick by 
Shamir and Reagan. 

The EEC certainly made a good point when it stated that 'it had direct Inter¬ 
est In the search for negotiated solutions to bring just global and lasting 
peace to the region and good relations between neighbours and to allow the 
economic, social and cultural development which has been too long negle¬ 
cted.' This clarion call should be heeded. Now is. the time for aclion. We are 
waiting for a US-lsraeli initiative. 


Syrian attempt 


The Syrians are beginning to savour the bitter tastes of Beirut's raging militia- 
warefare. The recent ingress into West Beirut, despite those who object on 
constitutional grounds, will definitely decrease the chances of street-battling 
ahd hPstage-takIng. Some sense will be brought back into Lebanese civil 
life, while the politicians and the warlords search for a long-standing solu¬ 
tion. 

But fts one would expect, .the Syrian army is facing resistance from certain 
militias and armed groups to its presence in the city — or what is left of it. 
The-clashes with Hlzbuallah could-weji: be. the beginning of an organized 
guerrilla War against the; Syrian presence, We hope ; that the Syrians would 
adhere, fo their own promises of pushing the mflftfas : out of. the city, protect¬ 
ing, the-Palestinian refugee camps and doing their best to bring the parties 
ihi/olved Ih this Ipaane confllct to negotiate, a brighter future for Lebanon.. 

The Syrians have tocieal with a Christian objection to their recent moveri, The 
°!J h0 ' <country SS ? well.,as'. Christian ministers ahd ; the leaders of 
Christian miiltfas have air voiced their reservations on Syria's entry Into West 
Beirut. Again we .call for the application of'diplomatic and political means, of 
.communication between these parties to spare the country another round of 
civil..strife.', • ■ :<' ■ ; ! . 

the .biggeat Challenge remains outside Beirut.'The South Is divided be* 
IWOeh^Israel .and ; ,ItS: allies in South Lebanon Arrhy on one hand, and the 
var|ou4- ppllti.cal and military factions of Lebanon oni the othfer., Even among 
these ‘aC.tiOhGpqJItlcar. ahd military aquabblings have .cost the country a lol 
Of.^fnar^ and;material lossea, :j ; ; ; .: '; : v• • 

' /Anclmoyv that the Syrians are Intone must ask: What 1 next? Ail agree that the 
task awaiting the Syrian army, and leadership Is a,difficult pne indeed. : \ 

Reconciling .all. faotlons and mifltfae Is an almost impossible ommission, yet 
all efforts ; must be'spent; to convince these factions that negotiations and 
cflalpgu^ Is the only way to start. ■. ’ ’ ' 



Olof Palme : 

In memoriam 


By Dr Abdel Qader Yasslne 


OLOF PALME was more than the Prime 
Minister of Sweden. He was a statesman of 
international stature and a close friend of 
the Third World. His tragic death deprived 
the Wretched of the Earth' of a generous 
and effective supporter. 


Palme's reputation as a man of peace 
and a committed defender of Third World 
causes is well deserved. Other Western 
leaders could not comprehend Palme's 
Interest in the causes of the Third World. 
Embarrassed by their own inaction and in¬ 
difference to the crisis of the South, Wes¬ 
tern leaders daubed Palme with labels like 
"romantic," "unrealistic" and "soft". Others 
portrayed Palme as the isolated conscience 
of the West. That he was — but he was 
much more than that. 




■‘i i ►'JJtij.'g 


Palme was one of those unique states¬ 
men who could see beyond mere political 
expediency and short-term considerations. 
He understood that the future of his own 
country Sweden, was closely linked to that 
of humanity. An unjust world systems which 
perpetuated the subordination of the Third 
World was not only criminal but a threat to 
the future of humanity as a whole. Palme 
was a politician and not a disinterested al¬ 
truist. But unlike his colleagues in the West, 
he had a vision of a world which had settled 
accounts with past exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion. 







Palme was often accused of paying more 
attention to the problems of the Third World 
and the issue of peace than to domestic 
matters. Politicians fejt uncomfortable with 
one of their own, who did not fit Into the 
conventional norms of wheeling and dealing. 
What they could not understand was that 
Palms had a vision in which he believed. 
And by acting as he did, Palme, true to the 
character of a great statesman, was merely 
wtead of everyone else, 

The Third World has many false friends In 
the cabinet rooms of the West. Gestures of 
support and empty promises are what we 
have come to expect. But not from Olof 
Palme. 


■ The Palme that I remember was the man 
who marched at the head of a demonstra¬ 
tion at:the side of the ambassador of North 
ylelnam, one night on the streets of Stock¬ 
holm in-1968. At a time when Western lead- 
era fell In line behind Washington’s war 
against Vietnam, Palme stood out as a 
Staunch defender of the movement of lib¬ 
eration. Palme played not an inconsiderably 
role In Influencing Western opinion against 
. America a fiivaeloh of. Vietnam. I Still remem- 
ber now Palme's denunciation of the bomb- 1 
Ing of Hanoi In-1972. as a war crimp mm. 


To 0 


AS YOU read this column, a group of man 
■ vVI || ue sitting in a dark room watching dirty 
films Well, not necessarily all dirty. These 
men are doing Iheir job. Censoring diity 
films is the responsibility of a bureau that is 
connected with the Press and Publication 
Department. All films — video and cinema' 
— musl be seen by these men who know 
very well what their 10 b requires, and the 
tough task that lies ahead ol them. 

Some might envy these employees who 
net to 3oe what many ol us miss. But 
theoretically, the niaiority of us will feel 
grateful that because of these men. one can 
(eel safe that pornogi apliy will never find its 
way into this country's cinema Iheatres and 
home video screens. Not really. There is 
something wrong with the policy of the cen¬ 
sorship department. The problem lias to do 
with what to censor out and wheit to allow 
into the country, to be viewed by an au¬ 
dience whose average age is below 20 
years. 

The dilemma looms over those respon¬ 
sible for watching every single frame, foot- 
nge and title of all film material coming into 
Jordan. Ostensibly, the job is easy enough. 
Cut out sex and politics, the rest can pass. 
It is here that the real threat lies. 





with America. 


Destructive notions and imported alien 
ethics are not always visible to those who 
have been enrusted with guarding the gates 
of our cultural heritage. A small country like 
Jordan attempting to usher Itself into an 
ago of modernity and industrialization is 
bound to encounter heterogenous political, 
economic and social diseases. A cultural 
crisis is also a common pestilence endan¬ 
gering the durability of social fabrics of tra¬ 
ditional societies. And when we are talking 
about notions, one Is not, as in the past, li¬ 
miting it to the written word. Privately and 
publicly, the threat emanates from Imported 
films finding outlets in cinemas, television 
and video. 


Ing of Hanoi In ,1972, as a war crime com- 
parable to such atrocities as Guernica, Tre-' 
bllnka and Sharpeville; provoked Wash¬ 
ingtonand^prqfnpted It to withdraw its am-', 
bassador. from Sweden. Nor-will Vietnam 
that after^It had won its struggle for 

.reljable frlerids In Ithe. Wrist- 

'M. the Severities 1 Pa Imp emerged as 1 a 
sympathetic ally of Palestine.! 1 remember. 
K un SJP^ l ® d lY turned up shoulder to- 
hnSyShd5J^ 0aderA [ alat In. Algeria; arid 

AS?'- r f5 Pa,ma as a committed 1 
supports h of the post-revolutionary reglfnq' 


Olof Palme — 

friend of the Third World \ 

in Nicaragua. Palma stood up and cl» , 
enged Washington's attempt to Isolate anfl •. 
criminalize the Sandinlsta regime. In a move • 
that was not calculated to endear hWjJ 
Reagan, Palme addressed the people J 
Managua with Daniel Ortega by his »» 
How many Western prime ministers will m 
remembered by Yasser Aralat as a "g 
friend of the Palestinian people" or by rm 
Castro as an "outstanding International P«J' : 
Bonallty" and a "friend In whom I aways , 
found exemplary cordiality and with wjiw 1 
enjoyed a fruitful exchange of Idaaa f 1 

Palme did not represent InteffwWjjj 
power. As the leader of a small slate n 
only weapon was that of moral lnj"J2JS ; 
That a leader of a relatively small ; 
could achieve such an International ; 
tion shows the conviction which n» ; 
fluence inspired. Hla Influence 'W*J :. 
ployed to good effect, and since Tis __ 
fluence could not be Ignored, his at aria 
North-South relations was a cons 
source of embarrassment 10 many o' ^ 
Western colleagues. Sweden's record ° 
and material assistance exposed the> *«* 
rlc of concern of other more wealthy pw" 
era... That's why Palme's a PP ea ?"“Ji]cf» 
International conferences causerrsoJL.; - 
consternation ariioqg supporters of, in 
bal status duo. ’ . 

Palme did not have all the answers ^ . 
genuinely sought to understand., ror 1 fl |, 
of us from the Third World, Mb 8e ^ 
Palrrie's most disarming qualities: crista 
bus attempt to come to grlps withJh®” ^ 
of North-Squth relations was critics ij (hB 
development as a commltte partW n - - 
Third World.. ;• : ; . . ^ 

Palme's work remains unfinished an . 
vision remains unrealised, But tjwj 8 jjj 
nalty that• anyone'.with.jjpg! 
principles rriust be prepared -t© y 
he lived. Olof Palme served _ the J . 

Progress well. He showed. 
character, Imagination end flS jfvj *Jggai.... 
figures from acroad the tradltlona PW W ;i 
divide mourned hiTdeathile -e WjSVf-., 
the universality of hia appeal.Tnsi ^ 
cum8tance8 of hie death only 
sense of loss, A good man has gem ^ . 
ers must step forward to carry on n , . 


I have a number of reservations concern¬ 
ing (he applications of censorship, its ethics 
find prerogatives, but I also believe that a 
fragile traditional society must use all the 
available means as shields to protect its 
vulnerable culture from melting away before 
an extremely liberal. Irresponsible and an in¬ 
creasingly threatening technologically- 
based culture, which today we associate 


I was struck to see in a local cinema-a 
preview of an American film (originally X 
-rated, but apparently censored out) whose 
topic was about a high-school giil. who 
found that tho only way to pass her tesls 
with the highest marks was to go to bed 
with all her malo .professors arid teachers. 
The message is so revolting, the story 
appalling and the whole Him simply disgust¬ 
ing. Yt-t our boys Irom the censorship de¬ 
partment saw to it that the film was passed 
as long as they scissored away no less 
than one third of if. which contained all the 
'hot stuff.' The rest, they decided, was no 
longer harmful. But they were wrong. The 
film, stripped of its sexual scenes, was still 
as dangerous as before especially, as it is 
directed to a young audience, most of which 
are in high schools or universities. 

I have heard about and seen previews of 
films dealing with losing one's virginity (and 
being proud of it), college orgies, rapists, 
drug addicts and others. Again the censor¬ 
ship apparatus cuts out scenes which are 
pornographic and does nothing about the 
film's theme. More and more new habits, 
social attitudes and youth-related problems 
are being developed as a result of the dan¬ 
gerous messages and contents such films 
present. In the end, an increase in youth de¬ 
linquencies, juvenile crimes, sexual assaults 
and immoral behaviours is noted and we 
wonder why such social diseases are taking 
place in ours conservative society. 

The censorship bureau also lacks a policy 
on cheap Chinese films dealing with martial 
arts like Kung-Fu, Ninja and others. I was 
stunned when my 10-year-old nephew told 
me that he prefers to attack his enemies' 
Ninja style rather than using conventional 
Karate and judo methods. Why? Because 
Ninja does more harm to one's opponent — 
the aim is to kill. And where did he know 
about all that? From the movies — of 
course. 


thn X-rated movies he wants. I then found 
out that some of the ci:nsored clippings 
somehow find thou way int«j those dingy 
projection njoins. How come that these 
cinemas operate, I don't know. 


Then I was told about the secret — but 
not so secretive — hot cinema houses In 
downtown Amman, where one can see all 


The same was said oi video rental shops, 
some which also deal with pornouiuphic 
--movies and lent them out to prefer ted cus¬ 
tomers. So in Ihv i*nd, one is confronted 
with a situation where censored IiIn is get 
into the country, but are still loaded with 
dangerous ideas and messages, while an 
underground exchange of pornographic mo¬ 
vies thrives despite of all censorship cam¬ 
paigns. Both ways the society is faced with 
destructive ideas and values, which easily 
attract the younger generations. 

Dealing wjth the invasion of foreign cul¬ 
tures. alien traditions and codes of ethics is 
an International problem. Even liberal socie¬ 
ties in Western Europe are looking wilh 
anxiety for ways to confront the massive 
onslaught of American values against ho¬ 
mogenous and native cultures. For us cen¬ 
sorship is one way to check this invasion. 
But arbitrary policies will not do the job, nor 
are we calling for a repressive and dogmatic 
apparatus to stifle every thing Western or 
foreign to our traditional culture. A national 
strategy of cultural defence must become 
the ultimate weapon facing the encroach¬ 
ment of threatening cultures. 

Such a strategy can only be reached 
through collective work by politicians, religi¬ 
ous figures, educationalists, sociologists 
and communicators. Censorship boards on 
films, books and others must be comprised 
of teachers, mothers and fathers and media 
experts. We must not forget that we are a 
developing country and that strict policies, 
which are nationally-approved of, are 
needed to steer this country through heeps 
of challenges to our culture, language, reli¬ 
gion. traditions, heritage, social norms and 
others. To reach the final destination of be¬ 
ing developed must not mean that we have 
to sacrifice our cultural identity or import 
along with factories and machineries, social 
diseases which are plaguing the West. 


The Syrian ingression into Beirut: 


The legal aspects are not every thing 


By Pascal B Karmy 


repeat itself? It does in a 
jjjy bul u not in an identical pattern. It 
®t tbe en try of the Syrian army 
Jn Beirut and Its suburbs is a 
s> i n of a Similar entry in 1976. The 
32. wss was requested by pre- 
mon* Fran li eh — the Lebanese govern- 
nt was headed by the present Prime 
pash,d Karame. The Le- 
hv hS Christian Forces spearheaded 
t Ji„^aogists. agreed wholeheart- 
tinn ? he lim o. to the Syrian Interven- 
staiini? save themselves from the on- 
S h .u 0f n he ■ pL0 ' flnd its allies. But 
iBnrWw Phalan 9 lst forces, under the 
,ale Bashir Gemayil. 
ana ^ronger as they were armed 
a vniS » ed by the Israelis, they effected 
the brain 00 : dnd , a| l ied themselves with 
rlari n ort ^ r to 9®* r|d of the ky- 
dashes -an.' u -Consequently. Several 
amiv Ann between the Syrian 

Tvy.-Srid the Phaiangist.forces'. . 


they failed utterly in the mission as cla¬ 
shes broke out between the warring fac¬ 
tions as well as between the Syrian 
army and the Phalangists. The Syrian 
army finally withdrew from West and 
East of Beirut during the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon In 1982, but it remained In 
northern Lebanon and in the Bekaa'. 


t qulnriv^rtl'remembered that. subse- 
f orG0s -notal- 


-fdly Darkrif * ^*3- Forces were noml- 

• Which-Arab Deterrent Forces. 

"'Sudanese ahd .Saudis 
; l87Q.dflN 0 L eri u rQcl Lebarion -following a 

* **16?®®" ^e Arab League in or- 

k Wnclle.P eade '’t° Lebahon: and re-', 
f'However he thA Le ^? n f® e w 0rrln0 .factions.. > 
r.firMornirtAni-^ Syrian. Forces remained 
t Azbb l|*fri- l n ' J-dbenon as .onJy aOme- 
pieces r-and SSI? l ' Cipa, ^5 l ’ l n % Deterrent .. 
k' ifldae ^^.bolicaily. Eventtially , 

b Die -Syrian? u ,L rGe P . were, withdrawn and 
E^thriK? In Lebanon to- deal 

El-.;; :: ? T Jrder? ;■?* -Keeping,peacb,‘ But 
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The present march of the Syrian forces 
Into- West Beirut was not called for by 
the President of the Republic or by the 
Lebanese Cabinet as a whole. The entry 
was requested by Prime Minister Rashid 
Karame, President of the Lebanese 
Chamber of. Deputies Mr Hussein El; 
Husseinl . arid by • Muslim ministers 
namely Salim El Hoss, Walid Jumblat 
and Nabih Berri, this latter two ministers 
acting more as leaders of militias, rather 
than, ministers. Legally and constitu¬ 
tionally the Ingression. of the Syrian army 
should be approved by the President and 
the Lebanese Cabinet, ft appears plaus¬ 
ible. therefore, the argument of president 1 
Amin Gemayel. the Christian ministers 
and the Christian Lebanese forces that 
entry of the Syrian : army into Beirut; was 
•unconstitutional- anri can be . branded as 
an aggression.. ■ ' ' ... ' ’ 


males, because the Syrian army was al¬ 
ready In Lebanon (in the north and east 
of Lebanon and particularly in the' Be- 
kaa') and it remained there theoretically 
under the umbrella of me Arab League 
resolution. Furthermore, it does not ap¬ 
pear that the Lebanese authorities have 
formally requested the withdrawal of the 
Syrian army from Lebanon. 


Now the Question Is: Will the Syrian army 
5 able to bring:peace to war-torn Beirut 


be able to bring:peace to war-torn Beirut 
in particular and to Lebanon In general. 
The Syrians may be able to enforce 
peace on the militias but it is doubtful 
whether this step will lead to reconcilia¬ 
tion between the warring faotlons In 
West Beirut, let alone the Christian Le¬ 
banese Forces, or to a (jnal political set¬ 
tlement. . 
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Mozambique: 
Botha’s threat, 


internal 


instability 


However, the coliriler-argument offered 
by Mr Karame and his colleague is that 
the entry into Beirut, was made .by-virtue 
of the decision issued by the Arab Laa- 


of the decision issued-..by .the Arab'lea¬ 
gue' in 1976. This.decision vyas pasBSd 
with the dbncurrencp of the Lebanese 
Government in the Arab League Council. 
But rpally the argument for or against 
the entry, of the Syrian army into Beirut 
is . somewhat ; similar to - wondering 
whether the ‘ angles are males : or te¬ 


ll is Incumbent upon all Lebanese parties 
representing all.; Lebanon to meet toge¬ 
ther and arrive at a Compromise, by 
making .concessions, so as to arrive at a. -‘ 
middle 'road. : Solution, ‘which will - bring 
final and; comprehensive peace to Leba¬ 
non. Foreign strifes',or forces cannot im-. 
pose peace in Lebanon. It is only the Le¬ 
banese T t heip selves who.. could 
decide!! upon their own destiny. It 
is high time for. them to do so after an 
internal, civil wrir which has lasted for 
twelve years and which has brought 
bloodshed, havoc, destruction and ruin 
to their country and caused the death of; 
•more than IQOiOOO persons mostly civi¬ 
lians. 


19B7 .. ‘ 


DIVIDED INTO two halveB by the fam¬ 
ous River Zambesi, which drains into 
the Indian Ocean, Is the African state 
of Mozambique, located on the eas¬ 
tern coast of the continent opposite 
the island of Malagasy. A recent an¬ 
nouncement by two British philan¬ 
thropic agencies that four million 
MozambicanB face hunger and des¬ 
titution unless they receive em¬ 
ergency aid' once again proves 
bluntly that drought and famine con¬ 
ditions are still haunting Africa. 


But Mozambique is particularly af¬ 
fected because of multi-faceted prob¬ 
lems. 


iT- \ i 
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In the first place, nearly one million 
people have fled their villages In Zam¬ 
bezi, because of the terror un¬ 
leashed by the military operations of 
the South African-backed Mozamb¬ 
ique National Resistance Movement 
(MNR). This group, also named Re- 
namo, Is locked at the moment in 
fierce armed combat with Soviet- 
sponsored government troops. 




The writer was a legal advisor in the 
UN in Vienna and Beirut 


South Africa'8 obsession with the 
apartheid policy and Its stubborn de¬ 
termination to perpetuate racist 
bigotry has hit the Maputo authorities 
hard. With the numerous migrant 
workero In South African mines toge¬ 
ther with the country's backing for 
International sanctions against 
Botha's regime, Mozambique has be¬ 
come particularly susceptible and vul¬ 
nerable to Pretoria'8 methods of 
blackmail. In the view of this, Britain 
has agreed in principle to increase aid 
as part of the programme to lessen 
the dependence on South Africa's rail 
communications. 

Mozambique, although one of the 
first African territories to be colonized 
by a Western power, was one of the 
last to gain self-rule. It was adminis¬ 
tered as Goa — a Portuguese terri¬ 
tory In India— until 1753. The Portu¬ 
guese tightened their grips on the 
country when they lost Brazil (n 1622. 

Colonial rule, however reached its 
climax in the era of the dictator Anto¬ 
nio Salazar from 1932. He conceived, ' 
personally, 'a romantic ahd spiritual, 
unity of Portugal and its African poss¬ 
essions'. Consequently, there was a 
so-called economic expansion In agri¬ 
culture, industry and transportation. 

However, well-meaning those cos¬ 
metic changes were, they came too 
late. In 1962, three African resistance 
groups in Mozambique amalgamated 
Into the Frente de Llbertacao do Mo- 
camblque. (Frellmo). The result wae ; 
the inception of a brutal,‘protracted 
and wasteful struggle by Portugal to 
retain It's 'possessions' at all costa: 

But eventually, the revolution in 
Portugal coupled with unfavourable 
world opinion forced It to hand over, 
power to the Frellmo under the latd, 
president Samora Mrichel in 197S* Re¬ 
stated that Mozambique wes be a 
shining example of ‘the establishment , 
of the first fully ;Marxist-state Jin. 
Africa. 1 . 

None of the parties Involved In-the-, 
present armed struggle^lor. pOlipcaK 
supremacy Is apparently winning. -it H» : 
only the Innocent civilian population 
who are .ultimately the : vicUfne.;..Mpf : ;. 

I zambloue, with lt k a ,natural resources, 
in the form of, minerals has.tKe pbfafi?! 
tlal of making tf strong, aconomlc f^-: 
covery. 'AM- that Is needed, |s speacs'i 
;and tranquility.' > .* ^ 
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US vis-a-vis Middle East peace 
conference 

A Qatari newspaper, the English-language 
Gulf Times commends the US recognition 
of the Importance of holding an International 
conference to solve the Palestinian prob¬ 
lem. It describes the move as constructive, 
especially as it coincided with the visit of Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir to 
Washington. 

The paper calls on the American govern¬ 
ment to exert pressure on Israel and not to 
succumb to its blackmailing tactics If it 
rejects the conference concept, and warns 
that an American submission to the Israelis 
will cause a major loss In the US credibility 
in the Arab world. 

The Gulf Times concludes by asserting 
that the Arabs have offered their best for a 
solution to the Palestinian queslion and a 
peace settlement in the region and the Am¬ 
ericans must respond by working towards 
the establishment of a just peace that is 
■benefitial to all. 

A-Arab, a Qatari Arabic newspaper, writes 
that Shamir made it clear In advance of his 
US visit that he would maintain his opposi¬ 
tion to the proposed international confer¬ 
ence and he would tell the American Se¬ 
cretary of State George Shultz that the Is¬ 
raeli government Is split on the issues. 

Shamir, the paper adds, seems to have 
realized that the US administration is too 
busy with its domestic problems and this in¬ 
capable of creating the appropriate condi¬ 
tions for holding such conference, even if it 
seriously backs the idea. 

Fighting in Lebanon 

The Qatari newspaper A!-Raya voices 
deep concern over the deterioration of the 
security situation In Lebanon and urges the 
Lebanese to put an end to their internal 
strife and work collectively for rebuilding 
their war-devastated country. It goes on to 
say that all efforts should combine to res¬ 
tore state sovereignty and law and order 
over the whole of Lebanon, especially at 
this time when many foreign countries have 
expressed the willingness to help rebuild 
Lebanon and restore stability to it. 

"The latest fighting in West Beirut and 
the tragedy of the refugee camps have 
occurred amidst serious efforts to remove 
armed militiamen from the streets of Beirut 
and embark on a constructive dialogue to 
solve the Lebanese crisis," writes Al-Raya. 

Al-ittlhad newspaper of Abu Dhabi, wr¬ 
ites, It Is hoped the supply of food and me¬ 
dicines to the refugee camps of Bourj Al- 
Barajneh, Shatllla and Rashidlyeh will mark 
a new step on the road towards a new 
Lebanesei-Palestinlan relationship, It ex¬ 
plains that the withdrawal of Palestinian fig¬ 
hters from areas in south Lebanon and the 
lifting of the siege on the camps constitute 
an adequate and reasonable initial move for 
tackling all aspects of the Lebanese- 
Palestlnian relationship before the fragile 
I nice collapses and the enemies find a gap 
through which they could act to foil the 
agreement and open the way for a new 
round 61 fighting. 

■The problem Is still there. The supplies 
which have been allowed into the camps will 
suffice for a few days and hundreds of 
wounded are still stranded inside the 
■camps. Moreover, there is a crisis of con¬ 
fidence between Amal movement and the 
; Palestinians and.mutual trust should be res- 
; toted to avoid a relapse." writes Al-ittlhad. 

AI-KhaleeJ newspaper of Al-Sharqa ex¬ 
presses I he; view that the agreement on the 
camps war was. not quite an achievement 
because the-problem lies in finding a new 
" formula for Lebaneae-Paiestlnlan- relations. 
Up till now, the paper adds,! ail parties have 
avoided the.real problem with no one daring 
to pul; forward his own proposals, although 
, h ? 6 a conception of how 
Lebanese-Palestinian relations should be 
A"* .Paper concludes by-calling for a frank 
discussion of this problem In future meet¬ 
ings fo avert a return to the armed oonflict." 

peace initiative 

■#5 SSff' 11 Wspaper. At-RaTAI-A'anij 
writes thpi iraq, from a. position Of strength 
and military superiority; has declared a two. 
week .truce In the war of cities and ex¬ 
tended anew,, aq olive branch wilh the hope 



Zakl — Ad Dustour 


that an end to the war would be reached. It 
calls on Iran to respond to the Iraqi move, 
not only by taking a similar step, but also by 
agreeing to sit at the negotiations table to 
peacefully resolve the meaningless conflict. 

Al-Arab newspaper also commends the 
Iraqi move as a humanitarian Initiative ad¬ 
ded to previous ones such as the release of 
wounded Iranian captives, children and old 
men. It recalls that Iran Initiated the cities 
war when it shelled Baghdad, Basra and 
other Iraqi cities with rockets thereby inflict¬ 
ing casualties on innocent civilians and Iraq 
had no alternative but to retaliate by send¬ 
ing its warplanes to bomb Iranian cities. 

Iran, it appears, the paper notes, has re¬ 
sponded positively to the Iraqi initiative be¬ 
cause Iranian leaders realized that each 
rocket they fire at an Iraqi target means 
tonnes of bombs dropped on their cities. 

In Cairo, the newspaper Al-Akhbar holds 
the Iranian regime responsible for an In¬ 
crease in foreign power presence In the 
Arabian Gulf and the Mediterranean. It reit¬ 
erates the conviction that Arab solidarity is 
the sole solution for aborting Iran’s expan¬ 
sions! schemes which cover Iraq, Kuwait 
and other Arab countries. 

The Egyptian paper also accuses the Un¬ 
ited States of duplicity because it recently 
strengthened Its naval presence in the Arab 
Gulf and the Mediterranean while supplying 
Iran with Ihe weapons which enable Tehran 
to keep the war torch aflame. 

Ad-Duetour newspaper of Jordan ex¬ 
presses the hope that after Iraq and Iran 
have agreed to halt the war of cities, other 
steps will be taken to pave the way for a 
total end to the fighting. It notes that by Ig¬ 
noring International peace bids and acting 
to prolong the war. Iran has brought upon 
itself wanton destruction and ruin and 
caused the death of thousands of Iranian 
people. 

’Now that Iran has responded favourably 
o Iraq a decision to stop the bombing of ci¬ 
ties, we feel that such a. positive step 
should lead to the resumption of mediation 



Yodout Ahronot paper writes: Forma¬ 
tions of Israeli airforce plans flew over 
tne war-torn city of Beirut yesterday as 
tne Syrian. army troops approached the 
■main entrances of Ihe city. This Israeli 
action can simply be Interpreted as an 
attempt to tell the Syrians that Israeli 
aeroplanes have the right to fly in Leba- 
nons airspace: 

Our main concern, the paper adds, lies in 
the fact that Israel’s security entails the 

S'V L h . e s X rian armya return l ° A| 

Golan Heights. On the other hand we 
are not supposed to bar the Syrian sol- 
dlers from taking positions In Lebanon 
provided they maintain a limited and ap¬ 
propriate distance from the 'security 
zone m south Lebanon. The paper 
points out that the situation will become 
Cas ? ‘f 10 Syrian9 station their 

sJmiTi ei?^ le batteries between 
Beirut and Sldon or try to proceed past 





"’'^les and 

concludes fij 


efforts so that an overall peace can be 
reached," writes Ad-Dustour. 

Al Ra'I newspaper of Jordan, hails the 
wide-spread wave of anti-Israeli protests in 
the occupied territories which have not 
been quelled by the very oppressive 
measures carried out by the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion authorities. It says the protests repre¬ 
sent legitimate resistance met by barbaric 
Israeli terrorism practised In daylight and 
under the eye and hearing of the entire 
world. 

The events currently being witnessed In 
the occupied territories simply mean that 
the poljcles of intimidation and terrorism 
n?' ve J, ailad and that the Arab population In 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip are 
stronger, and are determined to carry on 
he struggle. Insplte of al! the evil deeds of 
tne Israeli occupation forces," Al-Ra'i ass- 
orts. 


Ihe 

doin', thon 
tu destroy those 
Syikins out cl Lebanon' 

paper. 

Davar newspaper comments f 

pie sent differences between f 

major parties- Ihe Likud and |A’ 
regarding the international S 
ence. The paper saysttaUtaL® 1 
cnees grow deeper in the ai? 8 ? 
Shamir 1 * vis,, ,p P ,J JUfe 
which In;- informed President 
his absolute rejoclion of Ihe 2*2* 

Tho leaders of Ihe I wo parlies hare ■» 
common belief that the NatS? 
Government stands at a crossra^! 
hat new Knesset elections are ll 
able. However, the paper points oA 
Knesset elections will indubitably 
tu e a real catastrophe for the S 
rating Israeli economy. Once this t 
pens, .t will be very difficult to t 
national economy. 

Al Hamishmar writes: The tempdoLs 
in the occupied territories has risen shiii, 
and reached an unprecedented leveL It 3 
been characterized by the upheaval of t 
sion and demonstrations In which l$r« 
soldiers are heavily stoned and badly li¬ 
med into by fast-driven Arab vehicles ft 
main two reasons for this civil anger Is 
tragic situation the Palestinians are exp? 
iencing in Lebanon at the hands of Amalr, 

IIlias and the repugnance of the pen* 
under occupation at Israeli provocative iv 
abusive measures carried out against the 
These have ignited hatred and animositytj 
the Israelis. 

The paper goes on by saying that the a 
rent incidents in the West Bank and ti 
Gaza Strip upset, to a certain exlent.thebl 
raeli public. Yet this public lacks Ihe a} 
rageous leadership which could step ini'.' 
admit the fact that the peaceful seltte 
cannot be attained through the closured 
universities or trade stores; but 
through the commencement of peace te 1 j 
to untie and throw away the suite 
chain coiled around the PaWWB 
throats and offer them the right to set! ^ 
termination. 

Hadashot points out that Shamir*] 
completely proved wrong when Iw ttatf 
that he would gain a US support in Ihepd 
tical battle he is currently waging ^ 
Peres concerning the international pas 
coference issue. 

The paper says that Shamir should rfej 
Ize that the ill preparations for the tea* 
ultimately result in unsatisfactory outaj® 

It i6 well known that Reagan doesn t wn 
Russians, yet he doesn't miss any ena^f 
for a summit with them despite therapy 
fiascos of those summits. For fW 
knows well that without the Soviets, P® 
cannot be established In the MWfiJJ 
The paper calls on Shamir to 
facts borne in hie mind and reBiJJJj* ' 
International frame doesn't constitute 
tastrophe. He nlso should know that b P 
licy of constant opposition and subww- 
will never give way to positive outcome 

Kol Haer comments that the stattg. 
made by Shamir during his visit to 
Ington reflect the Israeli in^slance - 
staining from accepting thq concept . 
international Initiatives which are a^ 
drawing and setting up healthy si*j 
ward the establishment of peace in m 
die East. 

At the time when Shamir continues ^ 
ing his absolute refusal of ,h ®J n * 8 
peace conference, other Israeli P.^ 
doing their best to appear as opPJ . 
his Ideas through their already w* 
manoeuvres and games. TnaJfJJ. 
eludes that all that has been 
the differences between the oHic* . ^ 
Israeli government could be viawe ^ 
political game and personal cofflP 8 

Maarlve comments that after a ^ A 
seven years characterized by 
the balance of payment, t h0 Q ^ |bs jafiti 
succeeded through sustaining * J" g & 
price freeze and by receivings 1 " 
ternal aid, to curb the wors0a "J The •*. 
bale out the national eC ° f ) 0 ^i e wecl 
nomy experts who throughly r j ^r 
studied the budget, found out 1 
Its folds very dangerous elernsrnihebu&f 
sion. The diagnosis showed tna ‘ d0 $ 
allows for more expenses, moro ^ 
oit, and more devaluation of tn 

• The paper continues that thei PjJ 
now encounter Is not limited to ’ 
agreement of the ministry of wj 

•Then the paper poses this 
the eoonomy maintain Btabylv jjgord** 
back to the state of economic 

TU. —....I.... Umasl 



Finance, business & economy 


Jordan: 




By Maria Kielmas 

the TEMPERATURE ol the oil ex¬ 
ploration programme is rising, 
K Natural Resources Authority 
inRA) director-general Gamal Jrel- 
sa t 'The area is becoming warm 
_ and will become hot soon, Is 
his confident prediction. 

Jordan needB some substantial 
oil discoveries. Crude imports in 
1986 were valued at $600 million, 
equivalent to about 90 per cent of 
the country's export earnings, the 
Energy & Mineral Resources Min¬ 
istry says. Comparable figures for 
1985, when liftings totalled 2.3 
million tonnes (equivalent to 
60.000 barrels a day — b/d). are 
$650 million and 80 per cent. 

Efforts to explore for oil started 
in Ihe 1930s. However, it was only 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s 
that the oil industry itself em¬ 
barked on a radical reassessment 
ol th region’s geology and — by 
Implication — Its petroleum poten¬ 
tial. Analysts do not believe fields 
as large as those in neighbouring 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia will be found 
m Jordan, but they do maintain 
there are good prospects for large 
finds. 

in 1984, the discovery of the 
Hamzeh oil field, near Azraq, gave 
practical expression to their 
hopes. The field is very shallow — 
around 1,200 metres — and, ac¬ 
ceding to Jrelsat, produces an 
average BOO b/d, and then only 
very erratically. The real encou¬ 
ragement from this discovery is 
thai the oil is good quality 36 de¬ 
gree API crude, with a low sulphur 
content. 

NRA is drilling two exploration 
™Ib, using Romanian rigs. Tho 
Nt— NH-1, in the northern high- 
fias a P* an ned depth ol 
.°S«i netre8, anc * I® now drilling 
jjj metres. The second — 
"fldl Sirhan 1, close to tho Iraqi 
rT r 7~ ls Planned to roach n 
Depth of more than 4.000 metres. 


The results from this well will be of 
significance for prospects within 
the Al-Jnfr area, to the east, 
where the US Hunt Oil Company 
holds a concession. 

The government's oil policy, as 
explained by Jreisat, is to pursue 
independent exploration efforts, 
through the NRA, in tandem with 
operations by foreign oil compa¬ 
nies. Oil industry officials have 
reacted positively to recent pe¬ 
troleum legislation, which allows 
considerable flexibility in the nego¬ 
tiation of individual contracts. "Of 
course, the government will 
tighten things up as soon as some 
oil Is found — that stands to rea¬ 
son,” says one. 

US-based Amoco was the first 
foreign oil company to sign up 
concessions according to the new 
legislation. Amoco Jordan Pe¬ 
troleum Company holds two 
blocks, signed in March 1986: 
block 4, in the Jordan Valley/Dead 
Sea area, and block 1, in the Eas¬ 
tern Desert. The 90-month con¬ 
tract calls for the company to drill 
five exploration wells. An Amoco 
representative would not confirm 
whether the company has an op¬ 
tion to drop the concession If the 
results of the first wells prove dis¬ 
appointing. Amoco has completed 
a gravity survey of its two 
concessions, and is evaluating re¬ 
sults before embarking on a seis¬ 
mic programme. 

Competition 

Analysts agree the Jordan 
Valley has by far the best pro¬ 
spects for an oil find country wide; 
there was competition among oil 
companies to be the first to apply 
for a concession there. But earlier 
exploration efforts on both sides 
of the river were disappointing. Six 
wells drilled in the occupied West 
Bank wero dry, and only a lew 
minor gas discoveries were made 
in tho Zohur area of Israel. 

Dhllfis-bnsud Hunt Oil Company 
was next to sign a concession, in 


Cash hungry Cairo 
depends on expatriates 


By Roderick Smith 

oiar UK Correspondent 
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Gulf countries. 

COMET concludes: "The level of 
remittances appears, so far, to 
have held at a reasonable, albeit 
reduced rate." 

Arab Gulf remittances seemed 
to have settled back to 1982/83 
levels of around $2.6 to $2.7 bill¬ 
ion from a high of $3.8 billion in 
1984/85. 

Many have returned from the 
Arab Gulf — 160,000 out of 
800,000 working in Saudi Arabia; 
40,000 out of 200,000 working in 
Kuwait and 30,000 of the 160,000 
working In the UAE. 

COMET says: "More problema¬ 
tic has been the situation in Iraq, 
where limits have been imposed 
on the amount workers have been 
allowed to remit per month. 

"It is believed that many Egyp¬ 
tians returned from Iraq during the 
early part of 19B8.’ 1 

COMET estimates that around 
300,000 of the 1 million-plus 
Egyptians In Iraq returned home 
by the end of last year. 


August 1986. Jordan Hunt Oil 
Company has a 90-month con¬ 
tract for the Jafr block, near the 
Saudi border in the south. The 
company plans to drill four wells; if 
after three years, the results of 
the first are disappointing, the 
company has an option to drop the 
concession. Hunt is to start a 
1 1 400-2,000'-kilometre seismic 
programme in March, and the first 
well may be drilled in 1988. 

Following Hunt's success in 
North Yemen, there has been spe¬ 
culation that the company is 
“looking for elephants." Says Jrei¬ 
sat: "We hope what prevailed 
there (Yemeni, will prevail here." 
Other analysts are less optimistic, 
pointing out that Hunt's largest 
apparently lies in "overcooked" 
sediments — those too old and 
too deeply buried to have retained 
any oil. 

The next concession agreement 
to be announced is expected to be 
a block in the basalt plateau, in 
north-central Jordan. Belgium's 
Petrofina has confirmed that it is 
In the final stages of negotiating 
the contract. The basalt plateau 
covers 1,200 square kilometres,, 
and — as its name implies — lies 
under thousands of metres of vol¬ 
canic rock. This poses enormous 
problems for seismic work to 
penetrate through the basalt into 
the sediments beneath. "Is there 
any technology available for such 
an under taking?" asked one oil 
man. 

His doubts are not shared by 
Jreisat. A geologist by profession, 
he has long maintained that the 
basalt plateau is the most likely 
area for a substantial oil find. 

Huge deposits of oil shale pro¬ 
vide another potential energy 
source, although, at present oil 
price levels, the economics of ex¬ 
traction projects are questionable. 
Jordan has around 40,000 million 
tonnes of oil shale reserves, ac¬ 
cording to Jreisat. These are 
limestones, rather than shales, 
and are regarded as one of the 
main sources of oil accumulations 
in the area. "They ooze with oil," 
says one geologist familiar with 
the region. 

West Germany’s Kioeckner We- 
dag is in stage three of a fully 
fledged feasibility study on ways 
to extract oil from the shale. 
Doubt3 remain about the viability 
of such projects, but, as Jreisat 
points out: "We are not going to 
start a plant in the country tomor¬ 
row, but we will do it." 

Further plans to exploit the 
shale call for a study on ways of 
generating electricity in the Ajlun 
area through heating the deposits. 
Although cheaper than the stan¬ 
dard distilling process for extract¬ 
ing oil. specialists point out: "You 
still need to find energy some¬ 
where (for burning), to create en¬ 
ergy." 

Another energy project under 
way involves a geothermal study. 
Czechoslovakia’s Strojexport has 
been contracted by NRA to drill a 
1,600-metre well in the Zarqa 
Ma'in area, which is noted for Its 
hot springs. 

Whatever the outcome of oil 
shale and geothermal projects, 
only success in oil exploration will 
provide a solution to Jordan's en¬ 
ergy problems. The next few years 
coula see the country take the 
first steps towards redressing its 
energy Imbalance. Middle East 
Economic Digest 


o SUPPLY OF 3000 ballpens tor the Jordan Petroleum Re¬ 
finery Co. Tender documents are available at the compa¬ 
ny’s offices in Jabal Amman. Closing date: 5 March 1987. 
s SUPPLY OF construction materials for the Jorodanian 
Armed Forces. Tender documents are available at the Ten¬ 
der Committee for JD 10. Closing date: 18 March 1987. 

• CLEANING SERVICES for Aqaba Thermal Power Station. 
Tender documents are available at the Electlcity Authority 
for JD 5. Closing date: 11 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 2/87. Supply of uniforms for the Civil Def- 
nece Directorate. Tender documents are available at the 
directorate for JD 5. Closing date: 8 March 1987. 

a TENDER NO. 3/87. Supply of stationery for the Civil 
Defence Directorate. Tender documents are available at the 
directorate for JD 5. Closing date: 15 March 1987. 

o TENDER NO. 4/87. Supply of first aid materials for the 
Civil Defence Directorate. Tender documents are available 
at the directorate for JD 5. Closing date: 23 March 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF aluminium wires for the Jordan Electricity 
company. Tender documents are available at the company 
for JD 5. Closing date: 5 March 1987. 

e SUPPLY OF shirts for the Free Zones corporation. Tender 
documents are available at the corporation's offices in Ja- 
bal Amman. Closing date: 5 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 40/87. Supply of comupter paper for the 
Public Supplies Directorate. Tender documents are avail¬ 
able at the Central Tenders Committee for JD 5. Closing 
date: 7 March 1987. 

• SUPPLY OF plastic bags for the Public Supplies Director¬ 
ate. Tender documents are available at the Central Tenders 
Committee for JD 20, Closing date: 23 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 14/87. Supply of computer ribbons for the 
Ministry of Education. Tender documents are available at 
the ministry for JD 1. Closing date: 1 March 1987. 

• TENDER NO. 9/87. Supply of plastic chairs for the 

Science and Technology University. Tender documents are 
available at the university for JD 5. Closing date: 15 March 
1987. ^ 

• TENDER No. 10/87. Supply of foodstuffs for the Science 
and Technology University. Tender documents are available 
at the university for JD 25. Closing date: 1 March 1987. 
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GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


ADVERTISEMENT 
Centra! Tender No. 1/87 
Naur Bypass 

Contractors who have been previously prequalifled for 
the construction of this project are invited to submit 
tenders, starting Feb. 7th 1987 according to the follow¬ 
ing conditions: 

(1) - Scope of work- 

Naur Bypass consists of (5.6) kilometres of a main 
highway- composed of 4-lanes, 2 interchanges and 
2 overpasses. 

(2) - The project is financed by an USAID grant. 

(3) - Cost of the first copy of tender documents is JD 

300 . No refunds will be made. Cost of the second 
copy of documents is JD (150) 

(4) - Last date for purchase of documents is Feb. 28th 

1987. 

(5 y Pre-tender meeting shall be held at the Ministry of 
Public Works on Sunday, March 1st, 1987. 

(6)- Tenders shall be submitted before 12.00 noon of 
Sat. March 21, 1987 at the Government Tenders 
Directorate in Amman. 

Chairman, Central Tenders 
Committee 

Director, Government Tenders 
Directorate 
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Egypt’s oil prices unchanged 
for first half of February 

ftAIBA MmoahoI ei u i.| ■ .. 
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Indonesian methanol plant 
back In operation In March 
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Increase In UK energy con¬ 
sumption 


Islamic banking - 
successes and problems 


In the fourth, and final Instalment of his study on Islamic 
banking In Jordan, Dr Wilson discusses the Investment poll- 
olai of the Jordan Islamlo Bank and the activities, of the 
lalamlo Investment Houbs 
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CHART 4 shows the distribution of 
funds by the Jordan Islamlo Bank. 
This refers to the allocation of the 
Islamlo Investment funds already 
discussed, rather than the speci¬ 
fied Investments which have been 
In housing to date aa Indicated In 
the previous aeotlon. Moat of the 
bank's lending has been to Indus¬ 
try, mainly small manufacturing 
establishments producing plastics, 
soaps, medicines end other pro¬ 
ducts whloh are sold mostly In the 
looal market and In neighbouring 
Arab oountrlea auoh aa Iraq, The 
bank has been muoh more In¬ 
volved In Industrial Tending than 
other Jordanian banka, aa many of 
Ita depositors are those Involved 
In manufacturing. It la hoped to In¬ 
crease Investment exposure In 
manufaoturlng, sb this seotor has 
been more buoyant than most, 
despite the recession, and 
payments difficulties with Iraq. 

Advanoea for trade are second 
In Importance as ohart 4 shows, 
muoh of thle being on a resale be- 
als ae already discussed, This 
type of edvinoe le more liquid 
then Industrial Investments whloh 
tend to be long term, the period for 
trade advenoee typloelly being one 
year or laaa, and often as short as 
three months. Jordan's Imports 
are being curtailed beoause of ba- 
lanoa of payments difficulties, and 
he bank’s management expeot 
that trade flnanoe, whloh usually 
povsra Imports, will at beat main¬ 
tain lie share In the years added, 

Lending for real estate aoqulel- 
Ion haa oontlnued to Increase. 
With real estate values depressed, 
the bank's view Is that this la a 
good time to Invaet, ae property 
will appreciate onoe the eoonomy 
movee out of reoeeslon. Thle 
aeema a reasonable judgement, 
as prloee are no longer falling, end 
the expectation le for a market Im- 
provsmsnt, It was only flnanolal In- 
■Muttons whloh Invested In real 
•state speculation at the height of 
£• fep n the 1870a that got 
Into difficulties over asset valua¬ 
tions when the boom ended. 

Investment In transport under- 
taktoga declined over the 1884-86 
period In relative terms ea ohart 4 

SaSSW r * ,le ? tln B the dlffl- 
oultes In Iraqi trade whloh most 
of the transportation companies 
■"Involved In, The future demand 


S of ac,v * nc * I* difficult 
to predict, aa muoh depends on 
Iraq ■ position In the Oulf War. 


cllned from over 7 per cent In the 
early 1980s to under 4 per cent 
.per annum. Thle means a real rate 
of return of 3»/s>per cent over the 
1884-86 period, which Is quite 
adequate by Jordanian standards. 

Higher returns can of course be 
earned by more risky Investments, 
but the bank's management tends 
to be prudent In Its asset de¬ 
ployment policy, as already Indi¬ 
cated. Furthermore the bank Is 
keen to baok socially constructive 
proleota, rather than ventures of 
dubious value to Jordan. 

Chart 5 also shows the margin 
for risk whloh the bank sets aside 
in case of default by those funded. 
In preotloe the calls on these res¬ 
erves are very limited, as the 
banks clients, being committed 
Muslims, are honest In their busi¬ 
ness dealings, and are fully aware 
of their responsibilities towards 
the bank and Its depositors. The 
bank has perhaps the best clien¬ 
tele In Jordan In terms of the cus¬ 
tomers to whom It makes ad¬ 
vance. 

Nevertheless In business prob¬ 
lem often arise which are unfor- 
seeable, as this la the nature of 
any Investment undertaking. 
Therefore the bank likes to adopt 
a safety first approaoh, and allow 
an adequate margin of funds to 
oover any oontTngsnoles that 
might arise, With tne favourable 
repayments raoord, and good re¬ 
turn on investment, it has been 
possible to establish a large cont¬ 
ingency fund for Investment risk, 
whloh atood at over JD 3 million In 
1988 A specific portion of the 
bank a cash assets are earmarked 
for this fund. 

Distribution of profits 

Chart 8 shows the profits whloh 


have been distributed to 
These are, of course daiSl 
by the bank's own Invesid* 
luma. They compare \Sl 

hl h H lhe interaat Pa'd by t 
based commercial banka,!? 

turns being consistently aboSS 
rate of inflation. The reH 
been calculated on thebasK 
per cent of the declared 
ba H rata earned by those 2 

"*® d ,erm J?nt InveelmenhS 

counts, which, as already 

Coted. 

This return Is above theta 
which most of those holding l£ 
deposits with the riba U 
banks earn. Only those whodeo. 
sit very large amounts wild ih 
Jordanian commercial banks can 
earn higher returns. The CerOrBl 
Bank of Jordan until 1982 sen 
minimum rate whloh riba baft 
banks paid to those with time and 
savings deposits. Followfiu 
concern that this was ralsra 
Interest rates for borrowers, U# 
Central Bank decided to set i 
maximum rather than a mW m 
rate. 

Both ratea are shown In cIibM 
for the respective time period for 
which they applied by the long 
dashed lines above and beknvthe 
profit return on Islamic Invest- 
ments. The dotted lines Indicate 
the actual maximum and mini- 
mums which the commercial 
banks paid during period when 
these were not enforceable by 
statutory limits. Overall, It seems 
that Investors with the Jordan 
Islamic Bank have fared well, end 
the bank has been able to reward 
them adequately while still main¬ 
taining a cautious Investor 
strategy. 

The Islamic Investment Houu 

The enoouraglng sucoesB ol (In 
J ordan Islamlo Bank contrasts 
with that of the kingdom's other 
major Islamic financial Inetltuitov 
the Islamlo Investment House. 

Continued on pegs IS 
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I By Ahmad Shaker 

!. Hie Royal Highness Crown 
\ prince Hassan is to head a 
i| minting with a number of 
hEh ranking officials regard- 
' 2 a project to regulate the 
i utilization of land throughout 
f the Kingdom. 

!, The Ministry of Planning is 
* conducting a study to evalu- 
? a i e the accomplishments 
made In 1886, the first year 
0 I the new development 
plan. 

, » France has Initially agreed 
to offer Jordan a sum of $ 10 
million as aid to finance the 
i development plan In the Oc- . 
cupled Territories. Italy will 
offer the Kingdom a sum of 
S3 million for the same pur- 
pose. ;• 

'i 

i Headed by Dr. Rajai Moua- ; 
sher, Minister of Industry and : : 

: Trade, a Jordanian delega- •: 

; lion will be heading to Ja- • 

1 karts next month to discuss 
means of promoting com- 
merclal and Industrial co- op- :: 
eratlon between Jordan and ! 
Indonesia. Focus will be " 
made on establishing joint 
Industries as well as Increas- , 
Ing the export of phosphates 
and cement .to Indonesia. 

< i The government has 
; signed an agreement with .- 
the Belgian firm “petroflna” .■ 

1 for crude oil exploration at 
j Built area In , : 

■ the south. 

i • Jordanians and residents 
i in the Kingdom are allowed 
; f° visit the Egyptian Island !< 
’Faroun* which Is located 
hall an hour off the Aqaba “ 
port. Regulations for the visit '■ 
Include. s 

1) Applications should be L 

wbmltted via travel agencies £ 
? r groups while individual ji 
applications are to be for- ; 
wrded to the Egyptian con- ! 
n>l In Aqaba. i 

2) Visitors must carry valid & 
passports and those pass- P 
ijjrt* will not be stamped by if 
banians or Egyptians. R 

S2» E »yp4lan consulate In § 
Will collect one Jor- ft 
«n dinar from every visitor. 1 ] 

ISf 1 ^ the Island com- 'i 
SMp m aU;0am and end at ^ 

51 No departure fees will be | 

Jor *"’ lan8 j 

! If 

®f Jordanian el- i 
^ty technleiane and ex-.I 
gtowHMeR the Arab Re- 1 
Yemen to partlclp- ? 
8 |J r n ._f. h ® establishment of | 
B| 6 otrlclty projects there. ■ § 

•'^nlen economic del- | 
S3 10 "J®.t® vtolt New Delhi f 
mei^Hth to attend the I 

JordSnffn 0 rf he 4olnt todlan- S 
SZa ? n Committee. The 

« 0 fi ?»'!L b ® :heedOd by I 

I ^portfrid 8 S*i u " d « , way on 
niodltB an d oom- 

8 3 L?, Turk ^ ■nd 
lht '^^ a aHi a nofS^ a W ' th 

cr * d,t 

n !|395 him J 9 -?® totalled JD 
iJA i;a?d Mm 2 0n ? ba " d w, th 
,n 1985 > an 
Jhrgfft Al 8 ? million. The. 
.fltles wh£?h orad 't faclli- 
1 ^ Stan'ito JD 
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Cold comfort, for oil producers 


Europe’s big freeze has boosted Opec’s hopes of rais¬ 
ing world oil prices, but analysts warn that the new 
price of more than $19 a barrel may melt with the 
snow. 


By SaJId Rizvl 

LONDON — The great winter 
freeze that has swept Europe, 
plunging temperatures In some 
areas to minus 40 degrees Centi¬ 
grade and lower, has raised hopes 
that the world oil market will re¬ 
coup some of Its losses over the 
past year. 

Optimism Is not confined to 
developing countries in which oil Is 
the mainstay of the economy. 

Norway signalled Ita anxiety 
over oil's declining fortunes by 
cutting output In a bid to push up 
prices, and analysts here were ex¬ 
pecting Britain to follow suit with a 


cut In North Sea production. 

Mid-month, as snow continued 
to grip much of Europe, oil nudged 
above $19 a barrel — a dollar 
more than the target set by the 
Organization of Petroleum Export¬ 
ing Counfries at its December 
meeting in Geneva. 

But, say rxperts, oil producers 
will have to rely on more than just 
bad weat'.er in Europe to see a 
dramatic price increase. 

"The cold weather no doubt will 
give some help and confidence to 
Opec," said analyst Christine 
Baker, author of Oil Market Bulle¬ 
tin, “but fundamentally It’s not go¬ 
ing to swing the situation." 


Continued from page 14 

This institution was founded on 10 
September 1981 with an autho¬ 
rized capital of JD 4 million, the 
same amount as the Jordan Isla¬ 
mic Bank. It received its permit to 
operate from the Central Bank of 
Jordan on 28 December 1981. 
Very comprehensive regulations 
were drawn up for the working of 
the institution, even more detailed 
in fact than those for the Jordan 
Islamic Bank. 

The Institution was partly 
founded as a result of a Kuwaiti 
initiative, with Mr Tukhaim Fahd 
Al-Tukhalm as chairman. Most of 
the directors were Jordanian how¬ 
ever, Including Mr Khairy Ayyoub 
Al Hammoury, the Vice Chairman 
and General Manager. Sheikh 
Motlaq Al-Mohtaseb, a pro¬ 
minent Jordanian religious author¬ 
ity waa appointed aa the Sharia 
advisor. 

. The alms of the Institution were 
similar to those of the Jordan Isla¬ 
mic Bank, as It was Intended to 
provide financial services for both 
investors and those in need of 
funds on a riba free basis. From 
the start, however, the Institution 
was regarded as a vehicle for 
those with substantial funds to in¬ 
vest, rather than an ordinary de¬ 
posit bank. Aa Its name sug¬ 
gested, it was primarily an Invest¬ 
ment house, although the use of 
the word house In the title waB 
partly because some Muslims ob¬ 
ject to any reference to banks. 

The Jordan Investment House 
did not establish a branch network 
however, although It offered simi¬ 
lar types of accounts to the Jor¬ 
dan Islamic Bank, Including de¬ 
mand deposits, and three klndB of 
Joint Investment deposit. Initially In 
1982 only demand deposits were 
accepted, and JD 729,071 was 
deposited. 

By 1983 when Joint Investment 
deposits started to be accepted, 
demand . deposits fell to JD 
633,261, as some investors 
swltohed to profit earning depo¬ 
sits. Notice deposits proved the 
moat popular as with the Jordan 
Islamic Bank, these accounting for 
around 90 per cent of the JD-1.6 
million In Joint Investment ac¬ 
counts In 1983. By 1884 this fig¬ 
ure had grown to over JD 5.5. mm» 
ion, Induding JD 628,000 depo¬ 
sited In foreign currency. This rep¬ 
resented about 9. per cent of the 
amount Invested In the Jordan 
Islamlo Bank. 

Investment Policy 

The Islamic Investment House 
pursued an aotlve investment po¬ 
licy with the limited fupds It had at 
Its disposal. The investments 
undertaken were Imaginative, and 
at firs* sight seemed sound 


She said a decade and a half of 
volatile oil prices had led consum¬ 
ers to take precautions, such as 
stockpiling during low-price per¬ 
iods. 

Although consumption by the 24 
developed countries of the Orga¬ 
nization for Econmic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) has 
risen, the increase started long 
before the current cold spell. 

Baker's agency, Greenwell 
Montagu Research, reports that 
OECD consumption during 19B6 
was 2.5 per cent higher than in 
1985, and the trend Is likely to 
continue during the first three 
quarters of this year, averaging 
1.5 per cent more than the same 
period last year. 

Analysts believe Norway's deci¬ 
sion, although affecting only 
80,000 barrels a day, will help firm 


up the trend. 

At Geneva, OPEC members 
agreed to cut production from 
17.3 million barrels per day to 15.8 
million bpd for the first half of this 
year, with $18 fixed as the ref¬ 
erence price for all except Iraqi 
crudes. 

The markets reacted with higher 
prices, and Iraq — given a quota 
of 1.46 million bpd — announced 
it would adhere to the rate, too, al¬ 
though already it is ignoring the 
quota and producing between 1.8 
million and 2 million bpd. 

Analysts believe producers face 
little difficulty in asking for and 
receiving $18 on short- term con¬ 
tracts, but warn that coming 
months could see a iug-of-war 
between producers and consum¬ 
ers over longer- term prices — 
Compass Features. 


,'gerB,'para arid trucks from-Aqaba 
to other Red Sea ports Including 


Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, and more 
recently Nueiba in Egypt. 

Advances were also given to 
house purchasers, who repaid by 
installments over a ten year per¬ 
iod. Over 150 advances were 
given for such purchases. The 
Islamic Investment House also fin¬ 
anced the building of villas In the 
Zayy and Al-Ghour areas of Am¬ 
man for rental. 

In 1983 an agreement was 
signed between the Islamic Invest¬ 
ment House and the Tukhaim 
International Exchange Company 
of Kuwait for the House to man¬ 
age the latter company In return 
for e share of Its profits. This com¬ 
pany was also controlled by the 
Islamic Finance House's chairman, 

Mr Tukhaim Fahd Al-Tukhalm. The 
purpose of the agreement was to 
facilitate money transfers be¬ 
tween Kuwait and Jordan. 

The House also Invested in Jor¬ 
danian Industrial companies, in¬ 
cluding the Jordan Steel Industries 
Company and the Vegetable 
Processing and Preservative Com¬ 
pany. In addition a plot of 1500 
donnoms was acquired for market 
gardening through greenhouse 
cultivation of vegetables, and It 
waa planned to use part of the 
plot for a dairy farmland another 
part for lamb fattening. 

All these ambitious projects 
were supervised by the Islamic In¬ 
vestment House's small staff of 
15 In 1982, and 36 by 1983-84. A 
very high proportion of the 
House's deposits were invested, 
only 22.7 per cent of asset being 
liquid cash or bank deposits in 
1BB2. The following year this pro¬ 
portion declined to 11 percent, al¬ 
though In 1984 there was a slight 
Increase of 13.7 per cent. This left 
only a small margin to meet unex¬ 
pected withdrawals by depositors, 
These were less than half the por- 
portlon of cash reserves held by 
the much more prudent . man¬ 
agement of the Jordan Islamic 
Bank. 

The Financial Crisis 

The worsening recession In the 
Jordanian economy and the neigh¬ 
bouring Arab states had dlsaster- 
oua consequences for the Islamic 
Investment House. : Problems 
started to appear In 1983, but the 
House was committed : to the 
projects It was backing, and did 
not want to let its clients down. 
The real estate ventures were' 
particularly, unfortunate, as there 
were problems letting the villas in 
Zayy and Al-Ghour, as the market 
beoame depressed, and there 
were few newoomera seeking this 
type of rather expensive rented 
. accommodation. Many of those 
' who had bean'given advances fdr 
house purchase, were unable to 
' repay, the Installments to the 
House., ae their incomes had fallen 
With tne .recession; and. a large 
‘ proportion were dependent on in- 
! come from the Gulf; . 

► The fair In remittances:With the 
oil recession and the dismissal of 
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Jordanian workers in Saudi-Arabia 
and the Gulf, affected the busi¬ 
ness of the Tukhaim International 
Exchange Company, whose profits 
were sharply reduced. Further¬ 
more the recession even affected 
the profitability of the ship "Ferah” 
which had fewer passengers and 
vehicles to carry. 

In spite of these setbacks, the 
Islamic Investment House tried to 
maintain a high return to deposi¬ 
tors, as the management realized 
that funds might be withdrawn jf 
the rates did not stay competitive 
with those Offered by the Jordan 
iBlamic Bank. Profits paid put were 
as shown in table 4 for 1983 and 
1984> These were in fact higher 
than those for the Jordan ■ Islamic 
Dank, being over 60 per cent 
greater for the one year fixed de¬ 
posits In which most account hol¬ 
ders : invested. 

With low profits on its Invest¬ 
ments,, and the need , to pay out 
high returns-to lts : account hold¬ 
ings, • the'•■Islamic Investment 
House got Into serious difficulties’ 
Ihi 1984. A tumour spread that it 
could no loriger meet withdrawals 
by depositors, although this was. 
■ unfounded.-. Nevertheless, the va¬ 
lue of its shares started to decline 
rapidly, and! the Central Bank of 
Jordan feared that the situation 


might become critical if It did not 
step in. Share dealings in the Isla¬ 
mic Investment House were su¬ 
spended, and the House was pro¬ 
hibited from taking further depo¬ 
sits. 

The value of existing deposits 
was guaranteed by the Central 
Bank, but no dividend was paid 
out for 1985, and none is ex¬ 
pected for 1986. The Institution 
has, in practice, become a closed 
fund, although depositors will be 
able to get their funds back In in¬ 
stallments if they wish. Most are 
holding on however, as the Islamic 
Investment House hopes to pay 
dividends again in the future when 
the economic situation improves. 


Despite the setbacks which the 
Islamic Investment House has ex¬ 
perienced. the. Jordanian exper¬ 
ience of Islamlo banking has been 
on the whole one of success, with 
the Jordan Islamic Bank emerging 
as a major domestic financial Insti¬ 
tution. Jt now ranks sixth in terms 
of the value of assets, as far as 
Jordanian banks. are concerned, 
and It Is the second fastest grow* 
ing. Jordanian bank after the Bank 
of Jordan and the Quif. It accounts 
for over 6 per : cent of the total 
assets of the Jordanian banking 
system. 
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Currencies 

Period 

US $ 

DM 

FF 

SF 

D FIs 

Yen 

Sterling 

Pound 

1 M 

6 3/16 

3 15/16 

3 3/4 

8 1/2 

5 7/16 

3 15/16 

11 1/8 

2 M 

6 7/16 

4 

3 7/0 

B 9/ 16 

5 7/16 

4 1/16 

10 3/4 

3 M 

6 3/8 

4 

3 7/8 

8 5/8 

5 7/16 

3 15/16 

10 5/8 

6 M 

6 3/8 

4 1/16 

3 7/8 

8 11/16 

5 3/8 

3 15/16 

10 1/4 

9 M 

6 3/8 

4 1/8 

3 7/8 

8 3/4 

5 3/8 

3 15/16 

10 3/16 

12 M 

6 3/8 

4 1/8 

3 15/16 

8 3/4 

5 3/8 

3 15/16 

10 3/16 

2 Years 

6 5/8 

4 3/8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 Years 

7 

4 3/4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 Years 

7 3/8 

5 1/4 

— 

— 

— 

—. 

■ — - - 

5 Years 

7 5/8 

5 7/16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Source: Finance and Credit Corporation 


By Mamdouh Ei Ghaly 

Slnr Fifi.-ificiiiJ Miirhot Analyst 

Share prices had been expected to fall back as the sharp in- 
crease which the market witnessed during the last four weeks 
was unjustified. The prices of mosl shares dropped sharply al¬ 
though the volume of trading remained unusually high. 

3607,000 shares were handled at the market value of JD 
0,905,000 divided among 6 contracts, a decrease of 85 per cent 
compared to last week. 

The daily handling average came to JD 1.181,000 with a de¬ 
viation of 22.4 per cent or 4.5 per cent of total around this aver¬ 
age. thus indicating instability at the market. 

The shares of 64 companies were handled from which 18 
companies gained including: 


GOLD 
IN JORDAN 


AMMAN (Star) — Prices on 
Wednesday zd October 1987 
wor e as follows: 

IB ct.. JD 3.400 per gramme 
21 ct.. JD 3.950 pc»r gramme 
24 Ct.. JD 4.700 per gramme 
One kilogramme (9999) JD 
4.515.000 

Ounce.JD 146.000 

Gold Sterling.... JD 33.000 
(Central Bank) 

Rashadi Pound.... JD 29 000 
(Seven grammes) 

Source: Youslf Abu Sara, 
Jewellers, Amman. 


EXCHANGE RATES 



buy 

sell 

US dollar 

.3415 

.3435 

Starling pound 

.515 

.525 

German mark 

.186 

.180 

French franc 

.0545 

.0565 

Swiss franc 

.225 

.228 

Dutch guilder 

.162 

.164 

Italian lire (1000) 

.260 

.2625 

Swedish kroner 

.049 

.051 

Saudi rlynl 

.0908 

.0912 

Kuwaiti dinar 

1.223 

1.228 

LIAE dirham 

.0925 

.0927 5 

Egypt ion pound 

.1725 

.1775 

Syrian lira 

.0135 

.0137 

Iraqi dinar 

.2625 

.2875 

Omani rlyal 

.882 

.866 


Source: National Jordan Exchange Company 


Dollftfr, Mold down 


LONDON (AP) — The US dollar fell on currency exchanges 
Wedensdoy sealers awaited key US economic indicators 
to be published this week. Gold strengthened. 

Dealers said the dollar was unlikely to move much before 
publication of US January durable goods orders, set for 
1330 GMT. A one-per cent drop has been forecast. 

A market Is also nervous about US January trade figures 
to be released Friday, they sold. 

Traders pointed to continuing uncertainty about what the 
Western economic powers decided at their weekend 
talks in Paris. It is not known whether any decision was 
made to have central banks intervene in the defence of 
the dollar If it fell too far. 

"The fear of the central banks is always present," a 
dealer at a Swiss Bank In Frankfurt said. ‘Right now 
everybody Is waiting, but the impact of the weekend 
talks will be lelt later." 

In Tokyo, where trading ends before Europe’s business 
day begins, the-dollar fell 0.24 yen to a closing 1S3.5S 
from Tuesday. Later, in London, It was quoted at 153.62 
yen. 

ui O'her dollar rates at mid-hnornlng, compared with later 
Tuesday: 

; r— 1.8250 West German marks, down from 1.8395. • 

— 1.5406 Swiss France, down from 1.5565 
-f 6.0745 French Franca, down from 6.1345 

— 2.0615 Dutch Guilders, down from 2.0825 
t— 1,297.00 Italian Lire,' down frpm 1,311.25 
■— 1.32975 Canadian Dollars, unchanged. 

Iri.London, .the British Pound was quoted at 1.6405 com¬ 
pared with 1*5400 Tuesday, 

V The m ®taropened In London at a bid price of $402.25 a 
troy ounce, compared .with late Tuesday's 401.90, At 
Wednesday, the city's five major bullion 
dealers fixed a recommended price’of $406.7,0. 

. In, Zurich, the bid price was $406.70, up from 402.00 
late Tuesday. 

: f r, ln Hon 9 Hong, gold rose 0.37 to close at a bid 

403,47. 
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BP chairman 
sees more 
stable oil 
market 
in 1987 

LONDON (Opecna) — British 
Petroleum Chairman Sir 
Peter Walters said Thursday 
that the oil market had a 
"much better chance" of 
stabilizing this year around a 
price of $18 a barrel. 

He said that at this level — 
which Is the reference price 
set by OPEC at Its Geneva 
conference last month — 
"there Is a refreshing chance 
of some new field develop¬ 
ments In Western World 
areas." 

The BP chairman told re¬ 
porters: "all In ail, there Is a 
more optimistic prospect for 
stabilization." 

According to news agency 
reports; he said $18 was 
"not a bad price to contain 
the aspirations and mutual 
benefits of producers and 
consumers." 

He noted that OPEC had 
gained "Important psycholo¬ 
gical support" In the form Of 
output restraint from non* 
OPEC countries such as 
Egypt* Norway and the 8o- 

yjeT Union, 

The BP executive's.' re¬ 
marks follow closely on simi¬ 
lar expressions: of optimism 
about the market In the 
wake of the latest OPEC 
agreement from Texaco, one 
of the largest US oil compa¬ 
nies. ' 


1- Textiles Factories Co. closing at JD 640 up 

from JD 600 

2- Jodanian Finance closing at JD .730 up 

House Irom JD .680 

3- The Housing Bank closing at JD 1.550 up 

from JD 1.540 


4- Jordan Wool 
Industries 


closing at JD 4.400 up 
from JD 3.950 


35 companies lost Including: 


1- Jordan Lime & 
Bricks Co. 

2- Jordan Cement 
Factories 

3- Cairo Amman Bank 

4- Intermediary 
Petrochemical - 
Industries 

5- Chemical Industries 


closing at JD .280 down 
from JD .360 
closing at JD 1.020 down 
from JD 1.210 
closing at JD 29.000 
down from JD 32.500 


closing at JD .840 down 
from JD .960 
closing at JD 1.060 down 
from JD 1.210 


11 companies had no change In their share values. 

In the over-lhe-counter market, more than 240.000 shares 
were handled at a market value of JD 101.000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the sec¬ 
tors according to the following percentages: 


Sectors 

Banks 

Industry 

Services 

Insurance 


Market 

share 

31.9% 

56.8% 

1.9% 

9.5% 


Last week’s 
share 

24.8% 

70% 

1 . 8 % 

3.4% 


Prominent firms whose shares were traded by sector 
Banks (out of 20 traded) Share Share 


Bank of Jordan 
Arab Bank 

Industrials (out of 29 traded) 

1- Jordan Silvochemicals 

2- National Steel 
Industry 

3- Arab Aluminium 
Industry 

4- Jordan Cement ■ 

■ Factories 

6- Intermediary 

Petrochemical Industries 

Services (out of 6 traded) 

1- Arab International 
Hotels 

Insurance (out of g traded) 

1- Jordan Insuranmce Co. 


Share 
of sector 

47.1% 

24.4% 


15.4% 

11 . 6 % 


Share 
of market 


37.7% 


76.6% 


Dates 

17-2 

'18-2 

21-2 

22-2 

23-2 

Total 


Banks • 
+ .5% 

+ . 1 % 
-2.3% 
-1.4% 
-. 1 % 


Insurance! Services Industries Averaft# 

_ ' .•< it 


+ . 8 % 

- 1.7% 
-. 8 % 
-. 8 % 

+ .4% 


.+ 3.6% 
-1.4% 
-. 6 % 
- 1 . 1 % 
Zero 


+ 1.2%, 
+ . 2 % ■' 
-1.9% 
- 2 - 1 % 
-2.8% 


+ i.i% 

-i3% 1 
-1.8% 
-1.6% 
- 1 . 2 % 
-3.8% 
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Al Hajri makes triumphant comeback 

Jordan's team under Prince Abdullah takes fifth position H y ou <l m TB l ^s. p,aca bea,i " 
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His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah being interviewed 
after the rally 


By Hamdan Al-Hajj 

Special to The Star 

ALTHOUGH HE was hotly chall¬ 
enged by Sweden's Lars Eirk. 
Saeed Al-Hajrl from Qatar led 
comfortably from the first stage In 
his Porsche 911, to win this year's 
Middle East Championship Rally 
which took place last Friday in Qa¬ 
tar. 

The Royal Jordanian team, 
which also took part was cap¬ 
tained by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Al-Husseln. 
The team did Its best to take the 
fifth position with Nabil Karam in 
his Opel Manta 400. 

Prince Abdullah suffered seven 




Prince Abdullah's rally car: 
an Opel Manta 

punctures on the first day which 
affected his performance consid¬ 
erably. However, he pushed hard 
on the final leg to claw his way 


Tit : 


back Into the top 10 finishers. On 
the penultimate stage, he retired 
with engine failure In his Opel 
Mania. 

On the other hand, punctures 
were the biggest problem of the 
33 strong field, with every car ex¬ 
periencing at least one. For Troph, 
punctures ruined his chances of 
winning after surprisingly closing 
the gap on Al Hajri to just one sec¬ 
ond. 

The Swedish driver pushed hard 
but could not make an impression 
on Al Hajri’s lead. Hla Toyota 
broke down under the strain with a 
field differential halfway through 
the second leg on Friday. This left 
Al Hajri to cruise home comfort¬ 
ably as winner of his first rally af¬ 
ter returning to participate in the 
championship he had dominated 
so often in the past. 

The reigning Middle East cham¬ 
pion, Mohammad Ibn Sulayyem 
from DubBi, suffered disastrously 
in this rally: First his Audi Qualtro 
broke a gearbox, then a wheel fell 
of in the special stage. Ibn Sulay¬ 
yem continued on Friday only to 
fight suspension damage and a 
failed motor starter. This reflected 
considerably on the fourth position 
he took; an amazing feat consid¬ 
ering his handicaps. 

Another unexpected result 
came from Ahmad Khallfeh of Du¬ 
bai, during the second team in 
Toyota Cellca. This was his debut 
in international rally and his overall 
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■Who Is 10 years hie Junior. 

. ;While Thaler saw he was , 
retiring from "prof cycling at 
the end of the 1987/88 sear .. 
S^ni Kluge seems Increas¬ 
ingly likely to turn professio¬ 
nal ebon. The way In which 
lie won hie second world title 
wae : most impressive. He 
fought off several Czech cy¬ 
clists and finished three sec¬ 
onds ahead of Frantlsek 
Kloucek despite two flat 
tyres and a. faulty chain. 
Many pundltG feel he has the 
makings of a "pro" world 
champion. 


speed and skill was one of the 
rally's highlights. 

A good performance involved 
Flnland'9 Lasse Lampi in his 
Group A Mitsubishi Starion. After 
overcoming slight suspension 
damage on the first day, he drove 


flat out Into third place beating 
many Group 8 cars. 

Those who retired included Le¬ 
banon's Michael Saleh who made 
It only to the third stage when his 
Opel engine became overheated, 
and Abdullah Omar from Dubai 
wf\ose Opel experienced a broke 
rear a>(le when he was in sixth 
Place. 


Klaus - Petfcr Thaler, Mike Kluge shared honours for West Germany 

Germans sweep medals in sports 

? errtian <*- country running, remains 1 a' .who le 10 years his Junior, 
gja ; m ade ,suoh a dean sport In which athletes from : . 

■ WorSF . Federal Republic of Ger- . W blle Thaler 8*10 he was, 

rtipfonehlps In many predominate. They ■, . retiringfrom "oro"cycling at 

vakf w Mhi'' C2eQ l?m B,0 ‘ hQVd won 32 medals, InolMd/ , {heendof the P 1987/88 sear 

£? mp 1fi tora 10 gold, (n world cham- : _ :^ n ;: Kluge .seems Increaa- 
Gerrnah^nnlfn d T i?I e Jia 0 » a plonehlpe. . ingly likely to turn profesBlo- 

Q»»e1sberfl r Thaler, who wee amateurnai aoon. The way In which 
1866 work) champion In 1673 and he won his second world title 

Hampton, w^"d,o'' now 1976, will have found victory was; most Impressive. He 

H WM Kluge, 24 a local particularly igntlMng attar fought oft several Czech cy- 

S°ye!'nment otflier from 'standing down jn protest o»st* and finished three see- 

Jn (Waat)° 8UKS?afu1v over Irregularities as the onda ahead of Frantlaelj 

J*Itnd«d the wortSarSafcaur defending ohamplon at Lam. ; Kloucek despite two flat 

: ,,# y /n ha woptwo yeafe agof baalt, Belgium, last year. In; tyres and a faulty chain. 

■' Czechoslovakia he was more ’ Many pundlt6 feel he has the 

tlon I# 0?a .t ! a comblna- 1 than a match: for runner-up • makings of a "pro world 

LJ™ 1 01 cycling and croGs- Danny de Ble frorn Belglum,; champion. 


Sports seminar In Jordan 

• Mr Abdul Muttallb Ahmad, General Secretary of Asian Solidar¬ 
ity Union held a press conference in the Jordanian Olympic 
Committee headquarters in Amman Iasi Sunday. He gave details 
of his discussions with the Jordanian sport officials and the re¬ 
sults of the meetings with the leaders of sports activities in Jor¬ 
dan. He revealed that it has been decided to hold a seminar for 
sports leaders in Jordan. 

Mr Ahmad met last Saturday with Dr Muwaffaq Al Fawwaz, 1 
the president of Jordan Olympic Committee. 

University team for Belgium .] 

• The University Sports Federation has come out with the list ?• 

of players and administrators who are to represent Jordanian 
universities in the Belgium Eighth Tournament scheduled to take 
place on next Saturday 28, February. |- 

The delegation includes, Muaz Khai, president, the Chinese 
coach and Mohammad Jawar, an administrator. Meanwhile the 
players are: Samir Kamal. Firas Ai Jayyosi Majdi Masha'aleh, 

Khalil Yousef, Tawfiq Nwasier and Nabil Darwlsh. 

Seminar on coaching techniques ;! 

• The deputy president ol Aslan and Arab Handball Federation, 

Mr Mohammed Ali Abed, has said that there will be seminar 
dealing with the modern techniques of handball for coaches and 
referees in Amman next August. He added that a number of 
Arab experts In addition to foreign ones will give lectures at this 
seminar. * 

i 

Martial art tournament 

• Taekwando Federation Intends to hold a female champion- ° 

ship next month In the sports hall at Al Hussein Sports City. The 
championship aims at giving a chance to a number of players to .i 
exhibit their abilities and to select the national Taekwando team. ».i 
Mr Mated Manaour. Director General of the Federation disclosed ■; 
this to The Star and added that the team is likely to participate { ; 
in local, Arab and international championships after intensive 
training. M 

* i 

Cycling festival and seminar 

j 

• Engineer Jihad Saqr, President of Tarlf Cycling Club has an- !.-• 

nounced that a sports festival, which is expected to last until 8th - t : 
March, will start today, Thursday, 26 February. '■■■. 

A seminar which coincides with the. festival has also been f 
planned. It will be attended by two representatives each from . y, 
the respective clubs which have expressed the desire to parti- d 

clpate. A number of participants from Syria are envisaged. The x 

seminar is be under the supervision of Arab Cycling Federation jji 
I and Saudi representatives. • § 

Swimming federation campaigns for support | 

• The Star has learnt from a responsible source In the Swim- s. 
ming Federation that Intensive negotiations are going' op be-.ft 
tween Its officials and those of Al Falsall and Addlftefp clubs: •Vg. i 
The dlBCusaionB are intended to encourage active support of the jj 
football teams for the activities of the Swimming Federation. U : £ 
also Includes plans (o erect a swlnfming pool for beginners; E 

New basketball coach | 

. ■ • An American coach is expected to arrive In Amman on 28. Sj 
1 March to undertake 1 the: training of the Jordanian basketball 
.team. This was contained In an announcement by Mr Awwad R 
Haddad, president of the . Basketball Federation. The coach .will .. A 
also sujjervise an Internallonal seminar to be held in Amman : J 
■ next April In addition to preparing the Jordanian female national <’ I 
*. team/,; > ■ .. .* ; •• •..! . • •*• j 4 

i Chess federation meeting l 

R • 

] • The Royal Jordanian Chess Federation held a meeting,lastr 

k Saturday under the chairmanship of Mr Abdul Malik Arafat, de-*!'.; 

|| puty president of the Federation. The rnembolra tpok a numbed of' • : 5 
•j - decisions which included;.- ! : .. i-.- ., • 

I Confirming Jordan's! parllclpafrori In the 10th - Aslan Tenhi^:. 'J 
i 1 Championship which will take pla’ce in Doha, Qatar between. .h 
}) 12-3.1 March. : . ; v ’• ;v : -. 

5 Circulating the'fe'deration’a 198?:agenda | 

•••• ••..■■•.-•r*• cl?. j. v :!L* r.f -S 
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The Tehran discussions got off 
to a slow start on 25 May. with the 
arriving delegation having to wait 
some time before any Iranian offi¬ 
cials greeted them. They were 
taken to a Tehran hotel where, 
late that afternoon, the first ses¬ 
sion was field. The Iranians fisted 
past sms of the United States and 
demanded that the US govern¬ 
ment do more than had been 
agreed in February. The US dele- 


Part III 


| gation Insisted that the February 

schedule be adhered to. 

On the 26th, there were, again. 

; no discussion until late in the af- 

j ternoon. The inteipreler later 

! noted that the Muslim holy period 

I of Ramadan. during which one 

i fasts during daylight hours, may 

1 have interfered with normal sch- 

; edules McFarlane began the dls- 

[ cusslons by presenting the US 

position, emphasizing the long- 
\ term Interests as stated In the 

, terms of reference. This was rea- 

i sonably well received, but the Ira¬ 

nians then presented a list of de- 
j mends from the captors of the US 

I hostages. They also accused the 

United States of going back on its 
i commitments, because McFarlane 

j had not brought half of the HAWK 

missiles parts. Members of the US 
delegation were surprised at this 
allegation, but they subsequently 
1 learned that Ghorbanifar had 

given the Iranians the impression 
that they would bring half of the 
HAWKs with them. The US dele¬ 
gation continued to insist that the 
hostages must first be freed be¬ 
fore any further delivery of arms. 

When no progress could be 
made, McFarlane threatened to 
} end the discussion and leave. The 

Iranians protested that this was 
not proper behaviour; McFarlane 
then retired from the negotiations, 
indicating that he would return if 
; there were an agreement. The Ira- 

•j nians then emphasized how risky 

j it was for them to have this set of 

. discussions, and the American 
| team came to the conclusion that 

] top-ranking officials — partlcu- 

larly Khomeini himself — had not 
•! been informed of the meeting. 

:i In a message to Admiral Poin¬ 

dexter afler the 20 May session, 
McFarlane Indicated that the.lra- 
: ( nians were saying the right gen¬ 
eralities and continually assured 
the US team that they were mak¬ 
ing progress on the hostages. But 
McFarlane, while suggesting the 
J. sorts of future steps that the US 
;i . and Iran could take, insisted upon 
*j . concrete ■ acts from Iran before 
suah steps could bo taken.;'He 
,J wired Poindexter, that Ihe Iranians 
ft had produced a competent negotl- 
■} * • ‘ ator to lead their team on the sec- 
aiV.- • ond toy- bdt that McFarlane had ■ 
ji ■ ■ remained outside the negotiations 

ft to demonstrate the need for more 
ft . • ” then rhastorfcal progress. ft 

jj:ft . v ; On 27 May, U‘appeared to. the 
vft-. . US teem that the Iranians were 
X , alalling, although the Iranians did 
£ - drop nearly all of the Lebanese 
ft • ., demands that had been-raised the 

S 'K ••• • -previous day. The American team 
. , drafted an agreement that became 

r the,topic for:diaou8s(on«tha.t even-;.. 

» "A Jng; At midnight,the - Iranians .brdkej 
:: to:caucus among themselves;'‘At 
f; ft-;:;about 2 0m..pri the’2B,th, the fchlef 
k. .Iranian ; blfitisi-asked toiaee,:. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: By special arrangement The Star acquired the full text of 
the special Congressional Committee s report on the US arms shipments 
to Iran and the diversion of sales funds to the Contra rebels in Nicaragua. 
The intriguing information in this report offers a riveting reading and acts 
as a guidline into America’s Middle East policy, which can only be desc¬ 
ribed as myopic and sensational to say the least. Israel's self-serving role 
in this scandal is exposed and invites critics to research further this coun¬ 
try’s dubious motives in the region. 
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McFarlane, Reagan and Poindexter: How much did the 
President know? 


•v,- 1 - -T'- : tu0tfdn-.''ahd':'6fatalndd' assurahces :■ 
V-.: ihatfthe!itema|n$ler .ofjhsftlAWK - 

1! • :;'.... btitta - s wbuld; arrive.;witpin r&z ; few : 
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McFarlane recommended that, 
despite the vastly improved (one 
In the discussions, the President 
authorize him lo leave on the 26th 
unless there were clear evidence 
on an impending hostage release. 
McFarlane added that he had told 
the Iranian that further discuss¬ 
ions could be arranged after the 
visit. 

On the morning of 28 May, one 
of the Iranians asked whether the 
United States would settle for two 
of ths hostages lo be released be¬ 
fore the delivery. McFarlane re¬ 
plied lhat although ths US team 
was departing, the delivery would 
not be called off until 9:30. There 
was no sign of an Impending rel¬ 
ease, however, and the President 
gave McFarlane authority, to de¬ 
cide when to leave. The US team 
left at 9. A later White House 
chronology, drawing upon McFar- 
fane '8 messages, stated that 
despite Iran's unwillingness or ina¬ 
bility to obtain the release of the 
hostages, the visit "established 
the basis for a continuing relation¬ 
ship” and the CIA officer later 
noted that the US team did meet 
senior Iranians. One NSC staff 
member later testified, however, 
that McFarlane was not pleased 
with the results. 

The CIA officer who served as 
interpreter later testified that 
Ghorbanifar had.told him at one of . 
the sessions that other Iranians 
might protest the price of $24 mill¬ 
ion, for the HAWK spare parts. 
Ghorbanifar, according to this tes¬ 
timony, asked the CIA officer to 
uphold that price; The. CIA officer 
says that he approached another 
delegation member about the mat¬ 
ter, again without obtaining a sa¬ 
tisfactory explanation. y • ■ . 

: J unerSeptember, 1086,. 

ft - According to'testimony by Mc- 
■ Farlarie^ on 20 May he .returned 
Jrbplhls fission to Tehrah refhr 
gorged Iri nis-ktellef that the; sale of■ 
Varms;yyas a mistake and that It 
■.ought to be terminated.- Ope N$C 
staffer ‘ testified ' that, - the word 
ftquickly: bftrnA/dovyn ’that the Pre.-'. 
,.|Sldertt ' had decided there ' should : 
, ,b$ riomoye.tfy- the/United 1 States 1 ' 

- ,tp the> $e»les;'the next step 

.yrjBSiUp.to'lr^rf..';; ;,v. j-;.:' V’.-. ,;-. 

J;- 'j Aft?ihf©ItlgehQa gffjce'r^on the' 1 1rib 
-• to /Tehran' with. McFarlariq,--while, 
similarly discouraged by lrbn's gn- 
•vvfjliitaned8 or. Inability tbrhold. 

: hiflhrfevsl -rneetings/with - MoFar- • 
: lane and;, to Secure the-- release of 
: : more .hostages, .felt, that-’, the -Un-' 
: Ited .Ctetes nad rtrade Its polnt td 
: Iranian dffJctals regarding Us ser- 
. loilsness and that, by t)te; ttmd the 


trip ended, the Iranians truly 
wanted further talks. While not 
quarreling with the idea that Iran 
would have to move first, an Intell¬ 
igence officer on the trip to Tehran 
with McFarlane recommended that 
if they continued talks with Iran 
LTC North and he should meet 
them in Europe to oontinue the ne¬ 
gotiations. 

Iranian officials soon heard of 
the American reaction to the Teh¬ 
ran talks. A November 1986 
chronology of the programme pre¬ 
pared by the NSC staff indicates 
that on 10 June 1986, Majlis 
Speaker Rafsanjanl made a 
speech that guardedly mentioned 
Iranian Interest In improved rela¬ 
tions with the United States. The 
Committee does not know whe¬ 
ther that speech was seen as a 
signal at the time, but CIA person¬ 
nel were soon told that there 
might be another meeting, and Ira¬ 
nian officials were made aware 
that a meeting In Europe was 
possible. 

In late June, all the parties were 
apparently trying to patch toge¬ 
ther a new schedule of arms deliv¬ 
eries and hostage releases. Ac¬ 
cording to one report, Iran was 
considering whether to release a 
hostage before any further deliv¬ 
eries of arms. Another report sug¬ 
gests that Israel offered to 
“sweeten the pot” by adding some 
free equipment to the proposed 
arms sale package. 

According to testimony received 
by the Committee, ; the Iranians 
were upset by the. high prices be¬ 
ing charged,, especially for spate 
parts for HAWK missile. systems 
and: by the fact that the US had 
riot upheld Its part 'of- the deal In 
shipping one' half, of the HAWK 
missile spare parts tq .Tehran with 
thd US delegation in May of 198$. 
A, CIA official who participated on 
„the trip ’ contends 'lhat: no; Such 
: promise; had - been made. At the 
same time, - according: tp the 'tes-i 
timonydf a GIA'official, It bedame 
clear.that. (ran vivas unable to,con^ 
trol, the paptore of : U.S. hoatages. 
By. early ■ Jlify, twd-VCfA; offlbers 
- 1 ware. corpparirig hptea oh whether 
the;pr<^raipnie.vVaVih;dang' 6 rrohQ 
: has;-.testifiedtfi&t. -.hp-vaieo. made 
; LTP, North aWare ofc-lranian. ahgef 
over the.hl0h pri<tes r ; Through early 
.duly,• •varloJa. ’.aohedulea r were 
fioated^wlthout 8ucqesff,Hran had 
■ a. pride i[s.t- for .HAWK Parte, : and 
. thp gross: discrepances' ‘between-,. 

' thatlist • and - .theft prices being 
charged tp Iran were tod large to 
explain; jawSyor. tpijghore, ft ! - v , v ?<■ 

during : thls’,;Sahe;pefl6d; Ionian' 


‘ During thls.;Sa|Tie period, Ionian' 
Officials 'privately ’tbld Officials, of 
two other countries that they de- 


Khachoggi: Canadian Invest¬ 
ments 

sired better relations with the Un¬ 
ited States; in one case they 
noted the possibility of hostage 
releases. LTC North noticed both 
these approaches and by 17 July 
had secured approval for positive 
responses to Iran through those 
countries. 

In mid-July, there was some 
progress. It was made clear to Iran 
through multiple channels that 
there would be no further 
movement by the United States 
unless a hostage was released. 
According to documents received 
by the Committee, the Iranians ac¬ 
cepted this and took steps to ar¬ 
range for the release of a hostage. 
Iran also agreed to pay $4 million 
for the HAWK parts that had been 
delivered on McFarlane's plane. 

A Casey memo to Poindexter in¬ 
dicates that In late July, when no 
hostage had yet been released, 
the United States told Ghorbanifar 
that the deal was off. A day later, 
however, It was learned that a 
hostage would indeed be released, 
and Father Jenco was released on 
29 July. 

In this memorandum, to Poin¬ 
dexter, dated 29 July. Director 
Casey detailed the role of partici¬ 
pants in- the arms sales pro¬ 
gramme and made the case for 
meeting Iranian expectations 
about what would happen next. 
Casey argued that Ghorbanifar, 
while uncontrollable, "appears to 
respond generally to Njr's dlrec- 
. tlon." Nlrand Israeli officials would 
continue to work for the release of 
American hostages, Casey said, 
because their reputations were bn 
the line and because the pro¬ 
gramme was| consonant with Is¬ 
rael) Interests. Were the United 
States not to respond to this Ira* 
nian move, .;ori' : the 1 other :hand, 
“matters, could turn ugly" and "It 
la entirely possible that . Iran and 
/or Hizballah could resort tp the 
murder of one or more of the re¬ 
maining 'hostages." Cssey' admit¬ 
ted that piecemeal releases ware 
unpleasant, • but he .-saw this .tea 
perhaps "th&r only \ way to 
proceed." .He also felt that fesplu-: 
: ttori of. tfils Issue could lead tp ion- 
. oer term' "contacts with moderate 
. factions In. Iran,."' ft - -.^ V' ■ 

, '■ 1 : • LTC North! sent a meitiorahdurn. 

; to Admiral; Poindexter, elSo dated 
; 29 - July , 1 firoROalriOt h^t. Poindexter- 
'/get ;the ,Present's approval/to 
;Sh|p'fhe. remaining HAWK parts' to 
Irah. Nortfi also ssnt an'eleofronio/ 
meBSaSeofMcFarlaneerrlphasIz- 
.Ina that / Father; Jenco's release, 
had been'ah dUlgrowth of McFgr- 
lan'e '9 mission to Iran, rather, than 
,the resujt of Shy Syrian role. The 
document includes a notation by 
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' ' j' 1 ' 


Admiral Poindexter, dated 3 n i..k 
that the Presiden had aporS 
the ■ shipment of the 

HAWK Parts to Iran. On the3 , 

day. Vice President Bush' Z 
given a briefing in Jerusalem Z r 
Mr. Nir The Vice PraswTnt S', f 
tended ho meeting at the sugg e5 - : 
lion of LTC North. According : 
memorandum dated a week later : 
by an official who was present ai i 
the briefing, Nir indicated he wa& 1 
briefing the Vice President at tt» • 
request of Prime Minister Perea I 
He conceded the problems en¬ 
countered in the programme;• but 
argued trial the Iranians with ‘ 
vriiom they were dealing were I 
ones who could "deliver." He also i 
discussed the problem of the se¬ 
quence of release of. additional 
hostages. According to the'memo l 
the Vice President made no com- '> 
mitments and gave no direction to 
Nir. V 1 

Apparently in response to thg 
approval of President Reagan, the 
HAWK parts reached Iran on 3 
August. During the same period, 
according to documents received 
by the Committee, the United 
States was developing an alterna¬ 
tive channel of communications 
with Iranian officials. In mid-July, 
Albert Hakim and a US Govern¬ 
ment employee met with an ac¬ 
quaintance of Hakim's who was 
interested in putting together arms 
deals. The acquaintance knew of 
an Iranian official who wanted lo 
contact the US Government and 
talk about arms sales. Hakim had 
things arranged so that the Iranian 
would be steered toward him, ra¬ 
ther than toward participants in 
the existing channel. By late July, 
LTC North reported to Admiral 
Poindexter that there had badn 
meetings with some people to see 
whether they could become Inter¬ 
mediaries; It Is not clear whether 
he was referring to the mid-July 
meeting or to a later one. Hakim 
was pleased because his acquain¬ 
tance was willing also to consider 
deals for non-lethal items; Hakim 
reportedly stated that he wanted 
to pursue that avenue Irrespective 
of whether the US Government 
used the channel. One proposal 
that later bore fruit was for some 
medical supplies to be sold et 
cost. 

According to testimony received 
by the Committee, In August, Se- 
cord and Hakim met with the Ira¬ 
nian official who had sought to 
contact the US Government to ar¬ 
range arms sales. Secord reported 
to North that he was Impressed 
with the Iranian, who knew abw 
the existing channel but reportedly 
viewed Ghorbanifar and OP ' 1 
Intermediaries as untrustworthy. 
The Iranian promised not. to Dis¬ 
rupt the existing channel, but saw 
that he would consult with his g<W' 
ernment about opening a seccp 
channel to the US government. 

For the first channel.. Aufluj* 
1986 was a time of continuing^ 
forts and growing concern, 

. CIA officials testified that they W* 
came more upset over : 

far’s situation ad they Jnec . 
understand the financing. 

: programme and could not IJJJJ. 
sense of It. Ghorbanifar admits 
to trying for a profit of 60;pBrrtv. 
on top of the base P r| ce.jy< 
would have taken a 
least five times that to expiaiHj 
figures that the CIA offices j*5j : 
understood 'to be involve^., 
sorrie point during, the. summer 
. 1886, CIA*• Near ■■Ewl.D® 
asked another office to heipteP. . 
pare a fake pries list to 
' Inflated HAWK'/part-vprioee^ ; 


that Iran wanted. In mid- 
August Amlram Nir told CIA 
personnel that he had autho¬ 
rized most of what Ghorbanifar 
had offered In the way of price 
cuts and alternative schedules, 
although Ghorbanifar had of- 
tored at least one Item that was 
not authorized. Nir also conc¬ 
eded that Ghorbanifar was 
orobably no longer trusted by 
ths Iranians. The latest propo¬ 
sal Involved the HAWK radars, 
some electron tubes for the 
HAWK systems, 1000 TOWs, 
another trip to Tehran, and an 
Israeli sale, along with the stag¬ 
gered release of the three re¬ 
maining hostages. 

Later In August, at a meeting 
of Ghorbanifar, Nir and North, a 
new schedule was proposed 
that added still another 1,000 
TOWS, Instead of the Israeli 
sale, and added the require¬ 
ment that William Buckle's body 
be returned for proper burial. By 
late Auguat, preparations for a 
shipment of 500 TOWa had be¬ 
gun. 

According to documents 
received by the Committee, on 2 
September, North sent Admiral 
Poindexter a memorandum on 
“Next Steps with Iran." Among 
other things, he recounted the 
messages being sent through two 
friendly countries, the latest Ghor¬ 
banifar proposal, and the em¬ 
ergence of a possible new chan¬ 
nel. His proposal, reached In con¬ 
junction with the CIA, was that the 
Ghorbanifar channel be pursued 
cs the primary effort. 

North's proposal appears to 
have been rejected by either Poin¬ 
dexter or the President, for a 8 
September memorandum from 
North to Poindexter mentions 
guidance" to seek the simulta¬ 
neous release of all three hos¬ 
tages, rather than sequential rel¬ 
eases. This memorandum was a 
supplement to the 2 September 
memo, and again states that it 
was prepared In conjunction with 
CIA, The memo noted that It had 
proved Impossible to convince the 
first channel to consider simulta¬ 
neous releaae of all the hostages; 
that DOD had located enough 
material to make a sequential rel¬ 
ease approach attractive to the 
Iranians; that the first channel may 
now have been acting pursuant to 
direction by the new channel and 
lhat Director Casey, having con¬ 
ducted a review of the Iranian 
project that day, considered Ghor- 
oamfar s channel "the only proven 
means' to get hostage releases, 
ana so supported expeditious ef- 
SJ* 0 the plan proposed by 
unorbanifar, while holding out 
Jopes that the new channel might 
S? ^INcations later In Sep- 
!,® mb0r - The memo argued that 
our window of opportunity may 
5 ? , b ® tter than It will ever be 


latter., office later ^called.-tnaj, 
had recotemehijiad that ■ tM t 
slon Bb to .the Dpf^nce DeP 8 ^; 
itient fpr help (instead,-3# 
Committee' does . 
whether a fake pr|ce.B$l |wa& a^. 
actually.prepared, 

According tedMUniente®J, ; 
testlfhony recaNd by the^v^T 
mittee, In eariV August •tj^ i 
were resumed InThe .oJd^cn 0 
nel to arrange ter post JWMJJ 
toent; of thO twp HAWK f 0 ^? , 

’. ft ' Contioued /from paB 0 1-v 


,i ,t0r ^eating with Poindexter, 
ii,L C iS rth u told 0 CIA official that 
J* °» channel was to be shut 
0nd P ut on hold, and the 
E^hanns' was to be developed 
g™*- ^cording to a memoran- 

LTr 22S& b y Committee, 
H.ft' !;° rt h had been warned that 
Qnortmlfcr. channel would 
ma?nflr° be . closed In a secure 
BniSU* w hlch meant finding 
t0 A 0t Ghorbanifar 
finuJ? J? 1 ?] 0 * The memo noted a 
cordhn°* TlWton. Further, ac-; 

• fhs-SUS t08tlf hbriy reaelved/by 
tte0 ' others were 
with nLP* ' 5 h 0 : risks associated 
Qhorbanifar 

te«lfled that he 
t0 insider the 
'oKalSfor-h 01, P ne reason for 
' ereten rtf ?. r 8 .P r °hlems was a dlv- 
®M>Sak!m? da lL n . liflht oT: Secord 
to -anti« ln P r °viding aid 
LS^hdtnlsta: forces, fnese 
lhat Ohort^B 00 . 1 ® 1 ^ : the concern 
m iSSSSI?^ problems could 
' CIA mte $ 9 ? publl °- !ed 

Wth DlrS la i t0 raiae the Issue 
DirectoS -and'Deputy■ 

mmSOH* early Oetpbiw. 

warn of ^-Pthar source began tp 
> n of 8 . Possible lawauit.'These 


events are discussed later In this 
report. 

In mid-September, the visit of 
Israeli Prime Mlnlter Peres and 
other officials to Washington 
prompted lower-level meetings 
with Nir, followed by briefings of 
the President and Poindexter for 
their meetings with Peres and Nir 
respectively. North's paper for 
Poindexters use In briefing the 
President noted that the Israelis 
were nervous about US intentions 
regarding the Iran programme. The 
memorandum recommended that 
the President note his apprecia¬ 
tion of the Israeli role and Indicate 
our Intentions to continue to co¬ 
ordinate closely with Israel vls-a- 
vfs Iran. Ledeen attempted to see 
Secretary Shultz around this time 
to discuss the programme, as he 
would again in October, but Shultz 
testified that he declined to meet 
with Ledeen. 

According to testimony and 
documents received by the 
Committee, during September 
there was a shift to the new 
channel. In early September, 
the shipment of medical sup¬ 
plies that Hakim had proposed 
In July began to move forward 
as the CIA took steps to pur- 1 
chase and pack the materials. 

In the early fall, there was a 
meeting between the new channel 
and US officials, arranged by Se¬ 
cord. According to documents and 
testimony received by the Com¬ 
mittee, the Iranian offical said that 
he was meeting the US team in or¬ 
der to upgrada the channel be¬ 
tween the United States and Iran. 
The Iranian said that Iran would 
handle the old channel, and that 
he should be considered the new 
one. 

According to documents 
received by the Committee, the 
hostage Issue was treated at 
the meeting "as an obstacle, 
not a key issue In arriving at a 
strategic relationship." The Ira¬ 
nian said that Iran opposed 
hostage taking and terrorism, 
and the Ayatollah Khomeini had 
prepared a "fatwa" condemn¬ 
ing the taking of hostages 
(which had been promised by 
Ghorbanifar In April). Another 
Iranian told a US participant 
that the hostage matter "would 
soon be settled." Iran's Intell¬ 
igence needs were also presen¬ 
ted In detail, and there was a 
discussion of a Joint US-lranian 
committee that could handle 
the Improving relatione — first 
In secret, then in the open. 

According to documents and 
testimony received by the Com¬ 
mittee, the US team told the Ira¬ 
nian official that to show US ser¬ 
iousness, the Voice of America 
would mention Iran as one of the 
countries the Unfted States 
wished to thank for refusing to 
grant landing rights to the hijack¬ 
ers of a TWA aircraft in Karachi. A 
few days later, NSC and CIA offi¬ 
cials met to discuss a draft of the 
editorial. Working through State 
Department officials, the NSC 
staff convinced USIA that his unu¬ 
sual request came from "the 
highest levels" of the government, 
and the editorial was broadcast ; 
over a three-day period. 

By the end of September, the 
stage was set for a complete 
switch to the new channel, and, in 
effect, the first channel was left to 
fend for Itself. 

Compromise of the pro¬ 
gramme 

• ; Aocordlng to 1 Roy Furmark, at 
the end of September 1986, Kha- 
ahoggl asked Furmark to visit 
Casey and ask for his assistance . 1 
KhB 8 hoggl was deeply Involved In’, 
financing arms deals between the 
US and Iran, and he was owed 
$10 million. The .furide belonged (6 
some Investors and had been de¬ 
posited In an account belonging to 
Lake Resources, a firm connected ■ 
tp North Sepord and Hakim. Ac¬ 
cording to Furmark. Khashoggi 
assumed: that Lake was a US 
Z Government account. The solu¬ 
tion, he said, was for the US Gov¬ 


ernment either to refund the $10 the Canadians had not been re- 
million or to complete the weapons paid and were threatening to go 
shipment. public with the details of the 

Arrnrriinn to __ . operation. According to the CIA 

Gates and 9 n riA nft nf! offlcer * Casey called Poindexter 

Oc obe? IflaeFa HA n»fin«r «v y that aam0 *** a " d told him of 
Dressed concern mf 6 ! ^mark's call (It should be 
82?SL25E.\h« nw C L»2!!S noted that Furmark testified 

that he had met with, not 


altogether for the new channel Caaev that dart 

might be a risk to operational se- Cal,oa ’ Casey ,hat day> ' 


curlty because the old channel According 


documents 


had not been taken care of finan- received by the Committee, during 
daily. this same time frame a meeting 

a# u.. __ a was scheduled in Europe with the 

_ t J rn ^' 9 ate8 waa new Iranian channel. In prepara- 


reportedly informed of specula 


new Iranian channel. In prepara¬ 
tion for this meeting. North drafted 


r 




Against dealing with 


.Li. /%■. ... ■ .. . nun IUI iiiio iiiogunui mui eh uiqilcu 

ky * B C** off tha ! a memorandum for Poindexter to 
there was the possibility of 9and , 0 Cflaeyi 3 ta ,i ng that the 

President had authorized the de¬ 
ft, r\H livery of Intelligence information lo 

•■ft' ft.^ the Iranians. The 6 January, 

j*'. . 'ft 1986, Presidential Finding was 

jr -. » cited as the authority. 

■ The CIA assembled an Inlell- 

K-‘v'ZA i jo i .. Igence paokage In preparation 

% f gZ - & for a meeting In Europe with the 

JTft mtm - new Iranian channel. The CIA 

fL. ■ vZ. T author of the memorandum 

* ■ / ft”- transmitting the package cau- 

ft’-ft"'/ tloned, however, that "such In- 

f yil- ' formation, It It were to come 

- . -. W: ft- Into Iranian possession, would 

ft ftft likely help Iran plan and execute 

. military operations against 

^ lraq,M 

-.* r ftj According to testimony received 
it by the Committee, the European 

. jflft yZjjfr LA meeting took place between the 

’’J. US team, which consisted of 

At m%2'. >, North, Secord, and a CIA officer, 

k • w w and lhQ new | ran j an channel, and, 

Shultz: Against dealing with subsequently, on 9 October, North 

i ran visited CIA headquarters and 

briefed Casey and Gates on the 
meeting. According to testimony 
by Gates, during the course of this 
briefing, he asked North if there 
was any CIA involvement In 
North's efforts on behalf of private 
funding for the Contras. Gates 
testified that North responded that 
there was no CIA involvement. 
Gates further testified that at this 
same meeting, he urged Casey to 
insist on getting a copy of the Iran 
Finding, a document which the CIA 
did not have. North said that he 
would assist In this effort, and a 
few days later the CIA received 
the Finding. 

According to documents 
received by the Committee, 
shortly thereafter, a CIA officer 
Jacobson and tha nrlra of drafted a memorandum analyzing 

freedom P * ‘^ 0 N SC arms lo Iran Initiative 

which, in part, proposed certain 
damage control procedures in the 
event Ihe Initiative became public 
and speculated that creditors 
might assert that money from the 
arms sales was being "distributed 
to other projects of the US and Is¬ 
rael," Upon seeing the memo, 
Cas 8 ey called Poindexter and set 
up an appointment for the next 
day. 

Casey and Gates saw Poindex¬ 
ter on 16 October and gave him a 
copy of the memorandum. Gates 
testified that he and Casey recom¬ 
mended to Poindexter that the 
President ought to reveal the Ini¬ 
tiative to the public, to avoid hav¬ 
ing It “leak out in dribs and drabs." 
Meanwhile, according to Gates, he 
directed the CIA's General Coun¬ 
ts sel to review all aspects Of the 
Iran project to Insure that the CIA 



Jacobson 

freedom 






rolling and could result in release 
of additional hostages. 

A follow-up meeting with Fur¬ 
mark In New York with two CIA of¬ 
ficers occurred on 22 October. 
According to documents and tes¬ 
timony received by the Committee, 
in addition to discussing the sour¬ 
ces of financing for the various 
shipments of arms to Iran, Fur¬ 
mark said that Ghorbanifar firmly 
believed "that" the bulk of the $15 
million [for the HAWK spare parte] 
had been diverted to the Contras." 
Tha CIA officer testified that it was 
hie Impression that Furmark 
shared Ghorbanlfar s belief. Upon 
their return, the two CIA officers 
briefed CaBey included the subject 
of possible diversion of funds to 
the Contras. A summary memo¬ 
randum was drafter for Casey to 
send to Poindexter, but it was 
never signed by the DCI and was 
apparently never sent to Poindex¬ 
ter. 

The next arms shipments to 
Iran continued during this per¬ 
iod. At a meeting In late Oc¬ 
tober, the Iranians produced a 
check for $4 million to pay for 
500 TOWS. Of this amount, the 
CIA received were shipped from 
Israel to Iran. On that same day, 
North sent a message to Poin¬ 
dexter providing a statuB report 
on the meeting with the Ira¬ 
nians. According to that do¬ 
cument, the United States was 
assured of getting two hostages 
back "In the next fow days." On 
2 November, hostage Peter Ja¬ 
cobsen was released. 

According to testimony 
received by the Committee, the 
29 October, shipment of arms 
from Israel to Iran — for which 
the Israelis received 500 TOWs 
In reimbursement on 6 Novem¬ 
ber — marked the end of US- 
Iranlan arms deals. On 3 
November, the Lebanese new¬ 
spaper Al Shi re a reported that 
the United States had been 
supplying arms to Iran and 
stated that McFarlane had vi¬ 
sited Tehran earlier In the year 
to meet with Iranian officials. 

According to documents and 
testimony received by the Com¬ 
mittee, Secretary of State Shultz, 
upon learlng of the revelations, 
sent a cable to Poindexter in 
which he expressed his concern 
over possible press attempts to 
portray the arms deal as a viola¬ 
tion of US counterterrorism policy. 
Shultz suggested that the best 
course of action would be to go 
public on the NSC special one 
time operation based on humani¬ 
tarian grounds and decided by the 
President within his Constitutional 
responsibility to act in the service 
of the national Interest." Shultz 
testified that he did not know at 
this time about the 17 January 
Presidential Finding authorizing 
the arms transfers to (ran;end that - 
neither he nor Secretary Weinber¬ 
ger learned of the Finding until It 
was revealed at a White House 
meeting on 10 November. 

According - to documents 
received by the Committee,.Poliv 
dexter, by cable, rejected the Se-/ 
cretary’s advice, citing a need to / 
get the hostages out and a desire 


Casav Tha- pia nluiQUQ was not doing anything Illegal. The to brief the Congressional Intell- 
thA S rt y ' The C A Waa a ways General Counsel subsequently re- Igence Committees. According to 


ported to Gates that he had 
funds from Iranian arms sales looked Into the situation and that 
having been diverted to other there was nothing amiss from the 
US projects, including the Con- CIA standpoint, 
tree." Gates . directed: that -■ • 4 ". . . _ • , 

Casey be -briefed and the CIA On 16 October, at Cassav a 
officer testified i that ha. met direction,, a CIA officer met with 
with Caesey on 7 October and Furmark to discuss the ran Initial 
r<i D eetad what : hS had told tlve and Khashoggi s Invol- 


with Caesey on 7 October and 
repeated 'what: .hi) had fttold 


repeated wnat ne nag zoia uvo mm ruiawwwiB ..iwu.- 
Gates. At this meeting, Casey yement in financing thp arms, 
told the CIA officer that he had sale?. Subsequent to the meeting, 
received a call that day from a memo to Caeey was.drafted re- 
Roy Fufmark,. a former legal counting the conversation with 
client and long-time aqqualn- Furmark, which provided In part 
tance. Casey said that Furmark that Furmark had recommended 
had told him that Khashoggi art Iranian arms shipment "to 


had put up the money to fin¬ 
ance the purchase of arms by 


an Iranian arms shipment "to 
maintain soma, credibility with the 
Iranians... and to provide Ghorba- 


Iran, but that the money was nlfar with some capital so that the 
not actually Khashoggl’s that Investors can be repaid partially 
Khashoggi had borrowed the arid so that Ghorbanifar can bor- 
money from two Canadians for row money to finance additional 
a 20 per cent return on Invest- shipments." This, according to 
crient after 30 days; and that Furmark, would keep the process 


the cable, Poindexter had spoken 
with Vice-President Bush, Wein¬ 
berger, and Casey and .they had: 
all agreed with the necessity for 
remaining "absolutely close¬ 
mouthed while stressing that ba-> 
sio ’policy toward Iran, the Gulf. 
War. and dealing with terrorists ; 
had not changed." - o :i. 

On 7 November,/ Furmark told. 
the CIA officer with whom hbi 
had beeh meeting' that the Ca-; 
nadlan Investors Who had hot. 
received their funds from Kha- 
shoggl were planning to Sue thA> 
Saudi arms dealer and a prlvateft 
Arm Intb which they paid the; 
$ 11 million to cover the cost of 
the HAWK missile parts/' Ac¬ 
cording to documents received' 
. by the Committee, Furtmark 

Continued on page 28 
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A new mosque 
shares the luxury 


By Sawsan Mtisallam 

Special to The Star 

WITH ITS sky blue ribbed dome 
perched on on octagon, the King 
Abdullah Ibn Al-Hussein Mosque 
stands as unique outstanding 
creation inspired by traditional 
Islamic architecture. The mosque 
will become a landmark of Amman 
when it is finally completed and of¬ 
ficially inaugurated in at least 20 
months’ time. 

The beauty and grandeur of the 
mosque, however, are not the only 
factors to contribute lo Iho distin¬ 
guished slalus it will acquire. The 
fact that the mosque is provided 
with other facilities where several 
cultural activities can be held may 
well be taken into consideration. 

Tho King Abdullah niosquo, a 
projected Islamic Cultural Centro 
will riot be restricted in use to pur¬ 
poses of worship and prayer only 
but will also go beyond that. A 
conference hall, a public Islamic li- 
Nary and n gallery ol Islamic arti¬ 
facts and crafls, which are among 
lh*i different facilities found on the 
■»ile. will be presented for use hy 
the public. The Islamic; Cultural 
Centre is planned to be open for 
visitors and tourists. 

t.ur.alcd In the Abdali area, the 
project, cm really pi opining to em¬ 
bark on its second phase, covers 
an area of 1/000 The project 
which is owned and totally fin¬ 
anced by the Minisby of Awqal 
and Islamic Affairs started in 15 
June 1982. Now. the components 
ol the Islamic Cultural Centre on 
nil three levels of the sile have al¬ 
ready been constructed. The first 
floor comprises the mosque and 
minaret, the porticoes and courts, 
the royal pavilion, the ladies' 
prayer hall, the Quranic school 
and ihe housing of the imam and 
Muezzin. 

The mosque or prayer hall is oc¬ 
tagonal in shape and has a large 
dome of 35 m fn diametre. With a 
capacity of 3500 worshippers, the 
mosque covers an area of 1615 
ms and extends in height to up to 
31.2 m. 

The architecture of the mosque 
is intricately designed. No interior 
columns are employed to support 
the dome. Instead, eight V- 
shaped' columns at the corners of 
the octagon are incorporated. 
Each two columns are connected 
by girders to form triangular ar¬ 
ches. This way. two intersecting 
squares result on top of the octa¬ 
gon. The two squares assume the 
shape of a star, a method very 


By Susan M. Hack 

CAIRO — To count the living po¬ 
pulation. government census- 
takers recently surveyed three 
vast Islamic cemeteries on Cairo's 
outskirts. 

For a thousand years the rest¬ 
ing place of rich Muslims, the 
cemeteries now are thought to 
house more than one million 
squatters living In mausoleums. 

Accordingly, the latest Egyptian 
census form lists 'Tomb" as an of¬ 
ficial housing category. Some 
cemeteries even have schools, el¬ 
ectricity and drinking water. 

"This Is the first census giving 
population figures for cemeteries," 
said Abdel Hamid Shalaby of the 
Central Agency for Public Mobili¬ 
zation and Statistics (CAPMAS) 
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well known and frequently em¬ 
ployed by Islamic architecture. 
The method helps convert the oc¬ 
tagonal shape into a circular one 
in order that the dome can be con¬ 
structed. Examples of the result¬ 
ing ribbed dome are found in the 
mosques of Andalusia. North 
Africa, and Eastern Islamic coun¬ 
tries; Different material like brick 
is used in these case, however. 

Engineer Abdul Rahman Ha- 
shim, engineering advisor of the 
Ministry of Awqaf said (hat credit 
should be given to Dr Osama 
Maddi of the Civil Engineering De¬ 
partment at the University of Jor¬ 
don for his excellent performance 
in the successful implementation 
of this type of dome at the King 
Abdullah mosque. 

During the second phase of the 
project the interior of the mosque 
will undergo a design, crnamenla- 
lion and decoration process. A 
joint venture butween on Egyptian 
and a Jordanian office will execute 
tho process alter theii designs 
had won the contest held by the 
Ministry of Awqnl. According to 
Ihoir designs, a golden si nr with 
projecting golden lays will be 
placed at the very lop of the inside 
of (lie dome. The star repiesonting 
tho sun will extend its rays down 
the dome and walls until they 
reach the ground. A red car tret 
representing Ihe earlh will be laid 
on the floor with a blue rim which 
will in turn, suit the blue colour ol 
the dome. The carpel will contain 
alignments that give directions for 
prayerr, toward Mecca. Thu de¬ 
signs also include decorated 
carved wood which will go around 
the walks Mosaics, stained glass 
and calligraphic inscription of Qu¬ 
ranic verses will be employed by 
Arab craftsmen for purposes of 
ornamentation. 

To light the mosque, a scheme 
was developed to make use of na¬ 
tural light and electric lighting. A 
huge chandelier will hang down 
from the highest point of the 
dome. Around the bottom ot the 
there are 64 windows. 
Underneath each window there 
are grills which go all around the 
ring beam at the very bottom of 
the rim of the dome. In every grill, 
two spot lights will be fixed around 
the walls. To enhance the lighting 
through use of natural light, a 
number of openings were con¬ 
structed through the double walls 
around the octagonal shape of the 
mosque. 

Adjacent to the mosque stands 
a minaret measuring 65 m in 
height. Another small minaret is to 
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The new King Abdullah mosque in Abdali 

be constructed in front of the royal 
pavilion which has a small blue 
dome and is located east of the 
poiticnes. 

On the ground floor ot the inos- 
que, a large conference hall with a 
capacity of 450 people is located. .. 

The conference hall will be equip- 

Uftd with the latest audiovisual and • ‘is 

translation facilities. It will be ‘-"V. *. ’ijfc 

linked with two other mooting 

rooms, each with a capacity of ‘VI' 1 

150 people. Also on the ground • 

floor, a VIP Lounge, a library, a 

cafeteria, 12 Look shops, a gallery 

and places for the ablution are ... 

found. Under the ground, car 

parks hnvo been constructed to •■. ' 

hold 450 cars. 


• ''*■ t ‘C 
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All construction work conducted 
during the first phase of the 
project was completed in January 
1986 at the cost of JD 3.5 million. 

During the 9econd phase of the 
project, which is scheduled to 
start In six months, furnishing, de¬ 
coration and ornamentation of all 
the components of the Islamic 
Cultural Centre will take place. 
Costs are estimated to reach 
about JD 1.5 million. 

The estimated JD 5 million Isla¬ 
mic Cujutral Centre might look, for 
ne ordinary person, too large for 
the area It occupies. That is true. 
But the person might also value 
the effort that was exerted to 
achieve a centre with certain stan- 
dards and specifications In an ex¬ 
cellent location within a limited 
area of land. 

The location was deliberately 
chosen for its proximity to the 


.. 


||j 
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The architectural drawing of the mosque from ab< 


Abdali transport centre, nn <ue;i 
where people coming (ruin dilli-i- 
ent parts u! Jurdun to Ainiivin 
hove to stop. Moreovei, Un- 
project site lies on lw>» iimiii 
streets which loud to tho town 
centre; the parliament shout ami 
the Police College Slruut. 

The site ol the project was a ilil- 
ncull one. One Ihe level of tho par¬ 
liament street, the land had a ra¬ 
ther steep slope towards one side-. 
This prompted the Ministry of Aw- 
waf to run a competition in which 
the winner had to present designs 
ot a major Islamic Cultural Centro 


l»y making host m r, 1 ** 

■ tv; ill. till* *. 

Ihnx: mchiti'ctii >1 offfees 
lwi» Juulaniun iiiKl 
win i I lie cnmjxftiti' ■> 1,1 19 . 
till*ir iIumcims wiirc .il*to 
wilh the irnsijulai luanijuliir snap 
<>l the land. Thu winners MW? 

Ihr- land to IIHi ..Uin 10 

tin- l.iKjr oasiiluteiUs 

pioim t hi mn silo in their ^ 
I hoy suqijosltii Hie «x'M00 n * ' 
out lor'ihu raoaiue. "W f!', 
bulod lli«! Vtiiiuim romponj®^ 
fr.nii levels and came up ' 
thrun main appioar hos 
forunt facilities. _ 


is a tomb for one 


which conducted Egypt's nth 
census since 1982. 

Preliminary results will be avail¬ 
able in March, and data collected 
by some 53,000 enumerators will 
help efforts to stilve the nation's 
biggest tong-term problem: over¬ 
population. 

Current projections put the po- 
pulatlon at 51 million, up from 38 
million at the time of the last cen- 
8US in 1970 and increasing by one 
million every eight months. 

The population, expected lo 
reach 70 million by Ihe year 2000 
Hves on just four per cent of 

SEE* 8 ,a " d ar ®a: 9* per cent Is 
desert, and agricultural land, the 
remaining two per cent slowly is 
being eroded by demand for new 
housing. 

Birth control is practised by only 


Khalii ksior 
From voya 

g y or. Abdel-Qader Yassine 

1 Special to The Star 

GIBRAN KHALIL Gibrnn (1883-19- 
left Lebanon for tho United 
C,files in 1895 when ho was 
iwelve years old, but three yi-nia 
interne returned to Beirut to study 
Arabic. Thus 1903. the yum in 
which he went back to Boston, 
may tie regarded as tho dale 
when he began nearly a lifetime's 
residence in North America, whei a 
he divided his time between Iris 
studio in New York and his sister's 
house in Boston. 

Gibran thus spent the lirst three 
decades of the twentieth century 
in one of the world's major centres 
of "modern culture" far away from 
his native land, itself a major world 
unlre of "traditional culture." 

Gibran's emigration to the West 
was not due to personal or family A s 
reasons. II was part of a laiger, brai 
more general movement in which 
Syrians and Lebanese migrated to the 
Egypt and to the Americas, fleet- ism 
inq from tho appalling conditions blist 
resulting from the docline ol tho bos 
Ottoman Empire around thu und of Tim 
the last century. Tho origins of lhr., to v 
•,'wvc of migration lay in tho sup- Sou 
pression of freedom of *v|»«ss>ion -n 
and belief and in the series of fa- , 
mines, epidemics, war s and em th- 1 "rlf 
quakes that ravaged the Levant at y ' 
the turn of the cenh n y. gJS 

In earlier days successive wav 
waves of migration had been moti- and 
vaied by trade and the other m.iri- tinf j 
time activities for which tiio people joun 
ol Phoenicia had been famous of < 
arcs ancient times. The novel Tint 
feature of tho migration ut llu* turn way 
ol Ihe century was that the mi- and 
qianls associated trading intrn- take 
ests with cultural aims. Those Lo- tiibr 
Hneae and Syrian emigres laid jhos 


30 per cent of married Egyptian 
women, who average 6.7 births by 
the age of 45. 

Although experts say the birth 
rate has fallen slightly over the 

hf decade ' im P r °vements in 
health care mean more children 
are surviving childhood diseases 
and growing up to have families of 
their own. 

w to President Hoani 

Mubarak, population growth is 
♦ilrf« horrifying problem that 
tnreatens each step toward social 
and economic development." 

Series overcrowding Is evident 
aspect of life m 
, n? usln 9 shortage that 
forces families to take up re¬ 
sidence among the dead; packed 
buses that careen dangerously in 
the streets; long lines at govern¬ 


ment food co-operatives; and the 
increasingly long wait for govern¬ 
ment jobs guaranteed to each 
year s crop of 460,000 university 
graduates. 

aprawl is happening so 
test the government has no record 

Hfw neighbourhoods; as 
a result, these areas have no offi- 
cia! access to government-suppl¬ 
ied water and electricity. H 

eahmate that 

11 i2 rJm' of Cairo ' s estimated 
r:™ rT l! , l |0n people live in house- 

tie? wlthoul theae basic ameni- 

Warnings about overpopula- 

ieSn» 9r h, !°H nded as ® ar fy aa the 
iSSwH 1 *? Problem is exac¬ 
erbated by Egypt's current eco¬ 
nomic woes. 

A. food exporter as recently as 


1976, Egypt now Imports ^ 
than half Its basic food 
eluding 75 per cent 
Subsidies on food, energ 8 ; 
sic commodities avalW*' w a 
per cent of the population 
yearly $4 billion bill. , 

The authorities 
another $6 billion to keep 
the demand for new 

jobs- BlPS 

Problems in meeting 
have been worsened iS 
of events over tne 
months. ^ 

"Anything that can get p, 
rate down is needed, . ^ 
Moukhtar Hallouda, P re *JLj». 
CAPMAS. He denied, w, H 
that census data will W' rjj. 
reduce the number of ps r 
Ible for state subsidies. 


MARCH HAS a touch c»t udvonturu tor the Irioncte with n trip to ft 
intte known site in Wadi Mujib .me! an ovurniyht to Wadi Arabu. 

irH^ tr *p is to thy Iron Ago site of Raki'ali and will also 
f ” a stop at the Nabatuan, Roman and Byzantine stie of 
mint , * Trip lender Is Dr Fuw/i Zayndlnu of tliu Dupait- 
nTc i . 1 ^ lf dukes nnd he will take tho group to his home village 
inrtoTiL ia ” wtl lch dales to tin* Bronze ago nnd Nabataean pei- 
qqs. ihe date For tho trip la Friday 6 March nnd departure will 
0 ss usual at 9:00 am from ihu Amra Hotel. 

WnS n A Th u r3dny ' Fr,dn Y' 19-20 March lit the overnight to tho 
itowLri i a i 1 L^ 0,,r w boel diive or high clonrance vehicles are 
Dimri ,0 , 8 onG w Wch will bo led by n Dr Burton MacDonald, 
cinrtlo f 'i i. the Northeast Arab Arclmuologlcnl Survey and in- 
sites V 8 8 t0 r0C0ntly discovered Bronze Ago and Byzantine 

a J®. a,8 ° a number of Importants details to be remem- 
AimutD ‘blfii trip. Participants must give their reservations to 
tZL. ff B (l i : 942029, O: 644635) Mouna Zaghloul (644482), 
Z W0flB ua {642467) or Ernesta Kroczklewlcz (816400) 

need » to ^ now W participants have their own vehicle or 
wujrjy and riders are asked to share petrol costs. Next, 
find iiSaik 8 must b r,n 9 their own food, drink and sleeping bags, 
anvnna . 1 P, a88 PortB and/or residence cards are a must for 
travel inK in S to i° lf1 the trip — you won't get a permit to 
tfav el Into the Wadi Araba without them. 

Stores 

Ar on »^ ac ^ ona t c t wi|1 prepare the ground for the Wadi 
Oedartmf ^ ^ a l® c ture at 6:30 pm on Monday 16 March at the 
went of Antiquities Registration Centre. 

Ihe Wednesday 11 March at 7:00 pm at the Goe- 

«Ma t0, 1 Or Ze “an Kafafl of the Institute of Archaeology 
the E?° O0y at Yarmouk University, will present a lecture 


March' 00 our progress backwards, on Wendesday 4 
^lESCn InP® pm th e American .Centre Is showing a 30 minute 
»lm on the Cappadocia region of Turkey. 

S Man tup 

Pi 

l^hlch anp coming sooner is a week-long visit to Sy- 

Ihe cofe. £ ™®d for 23-30 April. It is a site-packed week and 
WhratlfvL^i 120 per Person all Inclusive. For more details, 
JofBaa wL2? con lact Almut Busse (h. 642029, O: 644635, 
: Nlon nV^eHus, 642467, Mona Zaphloul, 644482 or Cindy 


A self-portrait by Khalil Gi¬ 
bran 

the foundations of culture, journal¬ 
ism and the arts in Egypt, esta¬ 
blishing publishing houses, thea¬ 
tres. cinemas arid newspapers. 
Tim same phenomenon occurred, 
to varying degrees, in Moith nnd 
S'jiilli Amyiica 

Thus il was the guest for 
fieedi.mi of mtolk-clual expression 
rind economic upportunitv that 
drove IIis intelligentsid of the Arab 
East lo migrate in successive 
waves either to Egypt or lo Soutli 
and North America All these men 
and women combined the trade of 
journalist, wiitcr or artist with that 
of dealer in stocks and bunds. 
Trade, ait and politics almost al¬ 
ways went together in theii lives 
and only in rare cases did one 
take prtrctvluncc over the others. 
Gibran Khalil Gibran was one of 
those rare cases. 
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Gibran's life and works present 
a number of distinctive features. 
First of all. he was fully a child of 
his times. The first three decades 
of the twentieth century set the 
tone lor the new age which Gibran 
did not live to see.1t was a time of 
wholesale destruclion that was 
also marked by an upsurge of ac¬ 
tivity in culture, art and science 
and by nn attempt to experiment 
with visionary ideas that had risen 
from the ruins. These were the de¬ 
cades of the First World War. the 
first socialist revolution, the birth 
of Nietzscheanism and the spread 
of Freudianism. All these unprec¬ 
edented occurences had a strong 
influence on sculpture, poetry, 
painting, the novel and the theatre, 
shattering old forms and dictating 
new subject-matter. 

Gibran was immersed in his 
epoch, an actor not a spectator. 
His migration from Mount Lebanon 
to Boston may be seen as the 
journey of a prophet. When Ihe 
Ottomans began their slaughtering 
in the Levant, all the intelligentsia 
of Syria (which then included the 
whole of the Fertile Crescent re¬ 
gion) (led. 

For Gibran and a few others, the 
goal was a spritual one For them 
migration was a stage which 
would necessarily be followed by 
a return to the homeland. They did 
not go in search of refuge, exile, 
trade or money, but in search of a 
vision, following a circular path 
that necessarily ended where it 
began. 

The second feature that epito¬ 
mizes the life and works of Gibran 
is that while he lived at a geogra¬ 
phical distance from his native 
land, he maintained close links 
with it and with its history. Al¬ 
though distant from Lebanon, he 
was always strongly influenced by 
emigre Arab culture nnd the Arabic 
press, and remained in constant 
communication with his homeland. 
Geographical distance gave him a 
broader and deeper insight into his 
country and enabled him more 
swiitly and more perceptively to 
identify its misfortunes and see 
where the remedies might lie. 

Thus the essential feature of his 
migration was that it took him both 
away from and back to his home¬ 
land; it was a temporary measure 
to enable him to trace the 
lineaments or his prophetic mess¬ 
age, not to arm himself with a re¬ 
sidence permit. Hence Gibran's 
"modernity" was the reverse side 
of his deep-rooted cultural ident¬ 
ity: his migration was at once and 
inward and an outward Journey. 

Gibran's greatest creative 
achievement was then, his own 
life within whose short span — he 
was only forty-eight years old 
when he died — the public and 
private dimensions were indistin¬ 
guishable. His views on women, 
marriage and the clergy were not 
simply theoretical standpoints ex¬ 
pressed in his writings and draw¬ 
ings but represented his practical 
views on fife, love and religion. 
More than half a century after the 
death of Gibran we are beginning 
to understand the major impor¬ 
tance of his book The Prophet’ 
1923); we should not, however, 


tance of his work 'Jesus, the Son 
of Man.' In fact, the key to Gi¬ 
bran's works lies In his attitude to¬ 
wards authority, whether repre¬ 
sented by established tradition, 
prevailing convention, religious in¬ 
stitution, social structure, eco¬ 
nomic system of foreign occupy¬ 
ing power. 

The "movement" that grew out 


painting and writing) was clearly, 
founded by a man possessed of 
prophetic vision. 



Reem Yasin’s 


Franco-German 


RCC 


THE PRESENTATION OF quality films continues to be the 
order of the day In Amman. Tills week, starting on Sunday 
the first of March, the French Embassy and the Embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany are presenting a 
Franco-German Film Festival at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Organized by the French Cultural Centre and the Goethe 
Institute, the festival presents four distinguished as well as 
recent Franco-German co-productions, a fine combination 
of French and German talents In the art of cinema. 

The film of tho opening night (Sunday the first of March) 
Is 'Paris — Texas,' n production of 1984, directed by the 
German Wlm Wenders and starring Nastassja Kinski — a 
work that won the 'Palme D'or first prize of tho Cannes 
Film Festival. "Paris” in Iho film Is not the French capital, 
but a small town near the Mexican border in the state of 
Texas, where n man apjiears out ot nowhere who must have 
been walking for days already through tho desert. He rea¬ 
ches a highway and a lonely gas-station where he collap¬ 
ses. He regains consciousness In the local clinic but does 
not say a word. No-one knows who ho Is, where he comes 
from or what is wrong with him. The film is the tender story 
of a father in search of his son, whom he has not seen for 
eight years. 

Another kind of love Is that of Charles Swam (played by 
Jeremy irons with Alain Delon) in ‘Swann In Love’ the sec¬ 
ond film of the festival (scheduled for Monday 2 March). 
Made in 1984 and directed by the German Volker Schlon- 
dorff, the film Is an adaptation of part of Proust’s classic 
novel. The particular chapter chosen for the screen version 
is, ‘Remembrance of Things Past,' the story of a disease 
called Love. .. "To think that I've wasted years of my ilfo, 
that I've experienced my greatest love for a woman who 
didn’t even appeal to me," says Swann summing up his re¬ 
lationship with the woman he married: a vulgar courtesan 
who was unamusing, unmeducated and even unfaithful. 

A totally different relationship is the one that existed be¬ 
tween Beethoven and his nephew, the subject of the third 
film, 'Beethoven's Nephew' (to be shown on Tuesday 3 
March). The celebrated and almost mythical composer is 
said to have been very difficult to associate with and im¬ 
possible to live with. But when Beethoven becomes his ne¬ 
phew Karl's guardian he undergoes a very deep emotional 
experience that waB to affect his most moving work. 
Directed by Paul Morrissy the film stars Wolfgang Reich- 
mann, Dletmar Prinz and Jane Birkin. 

The last film of the Franco-German festival (scheduled 
for Wednesday 4 March) Is ‘The Future of Emily,’ a story of 
three generations and three women: mother, daughter and 
grand daughter, each envying what the other has got yet 
achieving what the other had failed to accomplish. Directed 
by Helma Sanders — Brahms and starring Brigitte Fossey, 
Hildergard Knef and Camille Raymond, the film is the classi¬ 
cal dilemma facing the modern woman: how to avoid the 
inevitable clash between personal freedom and family ties. 

Recent movie releases 


Allan Quatermain and the 
Lost City of Gold (PG) Richard 
Chamberlain — cheap clone of 
"Indiana Jones" (Boring) 
Assassination (PG) Charles 
Bronson — An arrogant first 
lady is target for death, ridicu¬ 
lous action adventure (fair 
The Bedroom Window <R) 
Steve Guttenberg — uneven 
Hitchcock — style mystery 
about a witness to attempted 
murder (fair) 

Brighton Beach Memoirs (PG) 
Jonathan Silverman — Warm 
portrait of depression era 
Brooklyn family (good) 

Crimes Of The Heart (PG) 
Diane Keaton — Unfocused 
account of three eccentric sis¬ 
ters (Fair) 

Critical Condition (R) Richard 
Prior — Comedy about a mas¬ 
querading physician Is in need 
of a script doctor (Fair) 
Crocodile Dundee (PG) Paul 


Hogan — Celebrated Austra¬ 
lian croc hunter explores the 
perils of Manhattan (good) 

The Golden Child (PG) Eddie 
Murphy — Uneven tala of 
search for Tibetan child with 
mystical powers (Fair) 

Little Shop Of Horrors (PG) 
Rick Moralnis — Fun-filled mu¬ 
sical comedy about a man- 
eating plant (great) 

The Morning After (R) Jane 
Fonda — Romantic mystery 
thriller falters because of rick¬ 
ety script (Fair) 

Outrageous Fortune <R) Bette 
Midler, Shelley Long — Female 
buddy comedy bogs down with 
Billy cliches (Fair) 

Platoon (R) Tom Berenger — 
powerful, vivid account of Viet¬ 
nam war, horror and Inner con¬ 
flicts expertly detailed (great) 
Radio Days (PG) Mia Farrow 
— Woody Allen, comedy is 
packed with warm, insightful 
vlganettes of pre-TV era (great) 


th£ Jerusalem star 21 





















One of Bezdlklan'8 works: ‘Vision turns to sound' 


Shapes and shades 


By Vanessa Batrouni 

Special to The Stnr 

ARMENIAN ARTIST Bezdlkian 
equates his profession of priest 
with that of the artist — both he 
maintains, require being faithful to 


oneself and for sure both are an 
act of self ^analysis and self- 
discovery with the ultimate giving 
of oneself to God and the service 
of people in the first Instance and 
to seif expression and communi¬ 
cation in the second. 


Bezdikian lives through his art, 
using it as a mental limb for the rel¬ 
ease of stored up thoughts, feel¬ 
ings and reflections and it is 
therefore not surprising that his 
paintings reflect a contemplative 
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[Jj • Tim, Jim, Sally, Maya, Hamll- 

ton and Larry gave their first 
\u press conference at the Regency 
[ Hotel last Monday. Who are they? 

t The members of the first British 

l rock group ever to visit Jordan. A 

1 feast for Jordanian teenagers and 

cj a dream come true. too. Now in¬ 
i' stead of ’Music Box’ on JTV every 

; Saturday, the kids have the oppor- 

f: tunlty to witness the ’real thing’. 

»’i 'Furniture' themselves were 

fcti quite pleased to be here (their first 

Jill ’out of England* tour). Says Maya, 


the keyboard player: ’We didn’t 
really believe we could make it. 
until we boarded the plane.' 

Well, here they are, performing 
tonight and tomorrow night. They 
seem relaxed and ready — and 
judging by the amount of tickets 
already sold — the Jordanian pu¬ 
blic seems ready too. 


• Amman bid farewell to one of 
her dedicated friends last Wed¬ 
nesday, aa Mr Patrice Paoll, the 
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first secretary of the French Em¬ 
bassy, left Jordan to be appointed 
within the French Diplomatic mis¬ 
sion at the United Nations. In New 
York. 

The French Ambassador and 
the rest of the Embassy staff and 
French community tn Amman held 
a reception for Mr Paoli, also at¬ 
tended by a big group of govern¬ 
ment officials, diplomats, and the 
press. 


A flag is raised ... 
for the Earth 


IN MAY 1088, John Michael, an 
. American with a, dream, decided tc 
.8w,lm across the .Red Sea from El- 
- • jlaf td Aqaba; Although he nearly 
’. -flot shot Iri the process, Mr Ml- 
■ 'chael felt 'that the had .acqonv ■ 
s. ^pushed What . he had set out to doi' 
j'Sh act ot peace In troupled lands. 1 , | - 

• •;•••<' ^hle 'was-, ih'fact’?. Wh’al ...had. 

, jv v.brought Mr Michael. In’ the; first - 


. ^'■■■;Mf' / Mlphdel. , wd0 >fnspTr'ed : 'by. his •. 
libs-' f'pr'pphetlc: Mslone-pf’ fl :better fu-, 
W;.!, . iture : ; tp aet out on protect jof. : 

■ • ‘ VlkfTAn UilUA'ilUdil r.Ul till* b _k-’ ' 



peace to the Middle East, which 
fie sees as 'the heart of the world', 
as 'representative of conflict, war 
and violence/ -more -than any--. 
where else |n the world.’ ■ 

Miqhae| affirms his projeots of - 
peaqs are non-POlitlcalr arid nprir -. 
rellglopa. . Hd realizes' that, hli 
own country, America, la an indirect 
butmajof contributor to the Middle 
East, conflict 1 aqd knows that he 
has; a great' deal of work ' to-' do •' 
therd,.. He Is Spohso/ed 1 by, ! IridMdf 
.Ual, .contributions.'., arid!, aided-! 
florts ' h°h-profit, .peacs' drjiaij.lza^ ■ 

V Michael sprint; 12 years as pre*, 
aldent of life. li)BUra rice bUein$ss;L : r 



atmosphere, a non-aggressive 
personality and an aesthetically 
pleasing response to his life and 
environment. His personal re¬ 
sponse is felt, not structured and 
intangible feelings are translated 
into rather vague and at limes al¬ 
most whimsical play of shape and 
colour. 

His work is best described as 
musical and lyrical rather than 
dramaticnlly or richly intoned. It is 
an ensemble of lightweight picture 
sounds that are united through 
colour contrasts and well ba¬ 
lanced combinations of colour, 
texture and line. The canvas sur¬ 
face resonating with vibrant colour 
is embedded with the shadow of a 
leaf or circle or is disturbed by an 
exploding splinter of line whose 
sharp-edged acuity contrasts dra¬ 
matically with the silky smooth¬ 
ness of the background. 

A visual mood music is created 
by the harmonious colour chords 
and the impression of sound by 
the oscillation of line The recur¬ 
rence of leitmotifs of discs, leaves 
or flowers is also a musical device 
and their suspension in space 
heightens their vocality and 
weightlessness. 

Weightlessness is one of the 
major features of BedzikIan's work 
which he achieves through shape 
and texture. Through the absence 
of solids he creates a personal 
language that is undefined and in- 
concise yet eloquent and atmos¬ 
pheric whose dreaminess and im¬ 
pression of mysticism i9 effec¬ 
tuated through visual devices 
such as chairoscuro and an al¬ 
most oriental stroke of the brush 
and knife. 

His graphlc-like finishes which 
has attracted such notables as Pi¬ 
casso and won him prizes 

• The Y.W.C.A. is still as active as 
ever, in soite of the fact that one 
of its very important members has 
been away for quite some time 
now: Lana Bisharat is presently In 
London recovering from a what 
seemed like a minor surgery but 
which became a major one. 

Of the club’s most recent ac¬ 
tivities was a barbeque lunch last 
Friday, proceeded by a Valentine 
dinner dance part at 'Le Cesar’ 
two weeks ago, and a lecture 
about the negative aspects of 
development, and the role women 
play, in minimizing there negative 
aspects. That lecture was at¬ 
tended by a respectable number 
of ladies two of whom were Dr 
Orouba A! Alawl, and Mrs Haifa 
Al Bashir. 





' m ""iubo away, ana love - 

-lifertd ’.togelfterhass .retari.-: Peop|6 
.rrcelebrate ahcfiaf’glrl-fB.ieen.fri m . 
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i" >1© hedythe triangular flag'J Jqr • ■ 
Jpdv.Sarth • 'designed forhim* try 
puller.end hdw vparries-thie as. a'•■■■ 
syrnboi fqr pbpce; /. jj* : it.:'.;* 

^Michael's ; .activities v, 1 - fdr ' jhis- 
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30 ipbntf-ies In A ': L In & written letter entitled! The 

PhnlrtdiJfh^’M S J n; ’ KPS teclaratlbn-pf Life.' MIchael pto- 
: P.nlladd|phfe ;Museum ^of. 1 ;.Art Iri;! claims:. f ,. 

.i f "VVe are facing the ultimate test. 1 
dlstrlbqtlon In the Old^CIty of Jer- W6 stand today on the edge'of an 
usa|emlni'!l087. por the latterac^ 19 hopeU.y'AII.: 

■ Mvty, ; he.was ^stained by Israeli TO 11 ®.®?/ 1 . now win We can': 
Birthorltles then released; f^lchael ' We^^ dan pass the. hardest 
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for technique wac 
fected while living and 
dying in Italy. s ™' 

Aithough Lebanese born M 
now n French national BedzikiJ 
informative years were spent ■ 
Vemcu nnrl it was lh J 
flue need by the works of or*, 
ma-sters that he first beSS 
aware of the power of colour 3 n fl 
also there in the glass factories*! 
Mi nano ho conceived the idea I* 
ins technique. He gathered tog*, 
tlier the microscopic glass dow 
deis abandoned by the glass 
blowers and mixed them with na- 
tural tints and finally diluted them 
with varnish, benzine, glue or 
pitch. The result is a unique, even 
texture whose lack of density con¬ 
tributes greatly »o the atmosphere J 
of his paintings. 

Bedziklan says “life Is wonder- 
fur and that every painting forhim 
is a momenl of existence joyfully 
recorded. He does not care lor 
subject only for his personal re¬ 
sponse to contemporary life which 
he likes to keep up with and his 
paintings display a variety of ex¬ 
periments with paintings tools arid 
tints. The few collages on display 
show a sharp departure from his 
earlier works being more earth- 
bound, clear and precise. Pasting 
magazine photographs or views 
onto his canvases, and cleverty 
concealing the edges he displays 
a graphic designer's dexterity m 
choice of subject and design. His 
flirtation with the modern world re¬ 
sults at times in a potent alchemy 
of jazz and joss sticks. 

The exhibition is sponsored by 
and currently on show at the 
French Cultural Centre who will 
then transfer the exhibition to the 
new French Cultural Centre in Da¬ 
mascus. 


• Under the patronage of HRH 
Prince Ra'ad Bln Zald, President 
of the Jordan Sports Federation 
for the Handicapped, the YWUA 
Centre for Special Education 
hosted a cross-country race on 
Monday 23 February In whjen 
three schools participated In. Tne 
Swedish Relief Organization, Na- 

zik El Hariri, and the YWMA Cen¬ 
tre tor Special Education. Flty- 
-two athletes competed In ©la nt 
heats of the 500 Metre Run. Over 
700 spectators including studenre. 
teachers, and parents cheered 
and encouraged the athletes- 
Royal Highness Prince Ra« 
awarded gold medals to Hie win¬ 
ners and other medals to 
ticipants. Ghusoon Kareh. Direc¬ 
tor of the YWMA. Centre for Spe¬ 
cial Education commented ’It was 
a very exciting day for all Ihose' 
attendance and Indeed a very 
special one for the winners.. TJ»» 
the first event of. this kfad 
Mentally Handicapped adultsjn 
hope to!see Sports Clubs tjemg 
established for themj but 
only be possible with the help - 
volunteers from the Sports V*®"- 
and the community." 
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Double threat 
to Taj Mahal 


By K.S.R. Menon 

NEW DELHI, India's famed Taj 
Mahal, the 17th century mon¬ 
ument of love raised by a Mugahl 
emperor In memory of his wife. Is 
In danger on two fronts. ■ 

Unidentified terrorists have 
threatened to attack It — and a 
combination of weather and indus¬ 
trial pollution Is endangering its 
splendid fabric. Indian authorities 
are taking both threats seriously. 

Following anonumous letters, 
security has been tightened at the 
Taj, one of the world s best known 
landmarks which is visited by up 
to 6,000 people every day.. 

Seventy-five extr? policemen 
have been drafted in to guard the. 
monument, in the town of Agra 
160 km south of the capital. 

All-visitors must pass through 
metal detectors before entering 
the building, and cameras have 
been banned. As an extra security 
measure, the gates to the Taj's 
magnificent formal gardens are 
dOBed at 7 p.m. Instead of 10 
p.m., denying visitors the oppor¬ 
tunity to see the white marble 
building In moonlight. 

The terrorist threat Is new; poll¬ 
ution, however, has threatened 
the Taj for decades. It has been 
declared one of the most endan¬ 
gered monuments in the country 
and for the past two years has 
been on the World Heritage list 
sponsored by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultu¬ 
ral Organisation. 

Emperor Shah Jehan ordered 
the building of the Taj In 1631 aa a 
memorial to his wife Mumtaz Ma¬ 
hal. Some 20,000 workers tolled 
for more than 20 years to make 
hie dream come true. 

The Taj's spectacular dome 
waa found to leak soon after con¬ 
duction was completed, and the 
Emperor deputed his son Aurang- 
md to repair the damage. 

According to a letter preserved 
in the National Archlevea, Aurang- 
zeo solved the problem by pouring 
™ten silver into the cracks. 

Three centuries later, new 
! have appeared In the 7.5 m 
i M. d 0 // 16 - According to a report 
j JV the Regional Research Labora- 
1 n Bh °P a, i some are 3 m long 
ana several millimetres wide. 


They are believed to have been 
caused either by the foundations 
subsiding or by the dom’s iron 
structure and marble cladding ex¬ 
panding unequally in the heat. 

Environmentalists say the Taj 
also Is threatened by pollution 
from two power stations In Agra; 
soot from 400 nearby Iron foun¬ 
dries and a railway marshalling 
yard; and by sulphur dioxide and 
other fumes from an oil refinery at 
Mathura, 40 km away. 

The Taj is administered by the 
Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI), and although director- 
general Dr Nagaranja Rao says 
reports of danger are exagger¬ 
ated, a long-term strategy has 
been worked out to prevent fur¬ 
ther deterioration. 

The Uttar Pradesh state govern¬ 
ment announced in December that 
the two Agra power stations will 
be closed; power for the region in¬ 
stead will be supplied from the 
state's general grid. 

No new iron foundries will be all- 
oed in the area, and steam loco¬ 
motives in the marshalling yard 
are to be deployed elsewhere and 
replaced with diesel engines. 

Rao said the ASI is monitoring 
pollution levels in the area and the 
Central Building Research Insti¬ 
tute has been asked to make a 
study of the Taj's foundations. 

In addition, experts from the 
International Commission for Con¬ 
servation and Restoration of Mon¬ 
uments are to be Invited to Agra 
"to give a second opinion on the 
health of the Taj." 

ASI employs an on-site mainte¬ 
nance staff of more than 100. 
Their job involves collecting garb¬ 
age after the dally flood of tourists 
— and cleaning the droppings of 
thousands of bats which nest In 
the building. 

The bat droppIngB, along with 
fumes from continuously burning 
candles and human heat from visi¬ 
tors, have discoloured the marble 
Inside the monument. 

Fungus grows where marble is 
not exposed to sun and wind, re¬ 
sulting In ugly black and yellow 
spots, mainly In the Inner chamber 
housing the original tombs of Shah 
Jehan and Mumtaz Mahal. 

When special cleaning end 
beautification work Is required, up 
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The marble-clad Taj Mahal; visited by up to 6,000 people a day, Is under threat 
from terrorists and pollution 


,v ;; <r 

J ^ \ ■;; 


' 1 

t -A 









yBfm 




r .A 








4 • 

:7/; ./••?!:}> 


Ji' ' •, 


iMit 

!/■ Xl/j 

' . I's.. 1 1 1* 


Portraits of Emperor Shah Jehan and Mumtaz Mahal In the Taj Mahal museum 

to 200 extra staff are drafted In. in addition, the federal govern- tures 
With funds from the federal gov- H ,en ^ bas set aside more than ; 

ernment, the ASI spends some $675 000 In the current rive-year . K.S.R. Menon la a senior Jour- 

$75,000 a year on maintenance, P'an for conservation studies of nallet with the Press Trust of In¬ 
double the Income from tourists. *be ^ a l Compass. News Fea- dia. 


When patients chat through heart surgery... 


By Sue Downle 

China — The patient, 
p™.r? 0 : a ? Qd man i lay on the op- 
ta ol 0 ready to undergo 
Jpen-nsarj surgery. He was fully 
r D k l a , nd ® ha «'ng to doctors and 
hbn 3urooon leaned over 

. m m ade the first Incision. 

cfeue 8 rGm alned fully cons- 

butLthe operation, 
completely ohllvloue to pain. 


jTheaecret? The ancient prao- 
g of acupuncture, said Dr Sun 
E nPo Q u 68B ? r of anaeathesl- 
® N “' mbe ' 2 Medl ' 

of heart pa- 
fiMn Cfilna ask'to be anae- 


“upunetyra rather 
$»‘5v ! 5^ n “ m0 thods, safd 
bflbin’.^7 rioopuncture 'also' ie 
vjjIn br^ln eurgery. .. 

Numberi, one of Chl- 
ptosillJn£ laachlng hospitals, 
\C 0 an hi^ U8e of acupuncture 
surgery .nearly 16 

opefstiori 

A.^2In Aprt!' 1972/’ Sun 
• j?. Since then we have per- 

^ PHBRUARY 1987 " ■ / 


formed a total of 250 operations 
using acupuncture." 

Sun’s ' hospital undertakes an 
average 300 open-heart opera¬ 
tions a year, arid patients, are 
asked if they would prefer acu¬ 
puncture as a paln-klller or con¬ 
ventional anaesthetic drugs. 

If the choice Is acupunoture, 

8pedal needles are Inserted into 
specific points of the body and 
manipulated until all feellng disap¬ 
pears. 

According to Sun, acupuncture 
anaeathetlsatlon wqrks by stop¬ 
ping . : the brain receiving *• pain 
messages but without Inducing 
unconsciousness. : 

But acupuncture does not al* 
ways work, and if there Js any 
doubt the patient;8 choice, is over¬ 
ruled. : - 

: /’The Problem . Is incomplete- 
anaesthetl8atlCri,: arid - In heart 
surgery it Is^ complete only 60 to 
70 per cent of the time," Sun said. 

/ “This la not good enough, so If 
anaesthesia la still Incomplete- af¬ 
ter 20, to 30 minutes we ,use con- 
ventipnel drugs.'' 1 


At Beijing’s Capital Hospital, a 
team led by Dr Yan Fu XI has 
been experimenting with acupunc¬ 
ture In brain surgery. 

Yan reported recently that .20 
patients suffering frog tumours of 
the pituitary gland had undergone 
successful operations after acu L 
punctqre. 

In each case, said Yan, the front 
of the head was out open "as ih 
the normal procedure, and the tu¬ 
mor was removed without the pfr*. 
tlerit feeling anything.". . . v 

- But r as .In. open-heart surgery, 
acupuncture • - goes - not always 
work and Van's team more. often 
-uses conventional anaesthesia. 

:Acupuncture has been practiced' 
in China for more than 5,000 
years for a . wide range of ailments 
and diseases, from.simple heada¬ 
che and backache to infectious 
diseases such as Influenza, hepa¬ 
titis, dysentery, tuberculosis, men¬ 
ingitis and malaria. 

It also is used to treat respira¬ 
tory and circulatory diseases such 
as bronchitis, pneumonia and 
rheumatism; problems of the 
digestive system such as diar¬ 


rhoea, colitis and gastroenteritis; 
endocrine diseases such aa sim¬ 
ple goiter; nervous and psychiatric . 
disorders such as migraine and 
epilepsy; - diseases of the spinal ' 
cord:, and male Impotence. 

Many dootors iri China today do 
not fully understand the mechan¬ 
ism of acupuncture, but are able: 
to practice It by studying ancient 
literature on the Subject and -foll¬ 
owing. techniques handed down 
over mlHenie. 

’. Although much literature on 
acupuncture was lost during the 
Cultural, Revolution between 1966 
and 1976, the practice since has " 
become Increasingly popular, with 
the country's leadership encou¬ 
raging doctors to make greater 
use of traditional medicine, 

Ancient literature explains acu¬ 
puncture as a philosophical rather 
than physical medicine, and Is 
aimed at balancing what the, 
Chinese call Yin and Yang, which 
simultaneously work Opposite 
each other and complement each 
other. 

Yin and Yang must be In perfect 
balance for good health, but any¬ 


thing from Infection to emotional - 
upset to the weather can throw 
them out of balance. 

Yin is female and dominates. ■ 
earth, moon, winter arid Water; ; 
Yang Is male and ■ dominates ' 
heaven, sun, summer, and fire, ■ 

Five solid Yin organs -porre-r 
spond with five hollow yang or¬ 
gans and each pair responds 16 a 
tissue -4- for example, kidney 
(YIN) arid bladder (Yang) respond- 
to bone and hair. 

Yin and Vang are stored In wha.f. 
are called "burning.. Spaces",-and 
carried through to body in .12 : ltTift'* 
glrtary "meridians/’. . . • ; 

1 Inserting ' needles! at specific 
points on the meridians. Is said to 
allow the accumulation of narmt,ul: 
Yin of Yang to escape and eficoMr 
rages the blood, to circulate, moja-> 
tens the bones and ligaments, app , 
. lubricates the joints.; " / 

Sun end Yan concede, however.: 
that despite. Its ! Increasing use," 
acupuncture will not be routine for 
.open-heart arjd brain surgery until. 
Chinese researchers come closer 1 
to complete anaesthesia — Coin-. 
ipaseNew s Features ; 
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puzzles 


_ ACROSS _ 

9 A memorial to someone's 
death? (9). 

10 Cartoon character who 
appears In films and 
plays (5). 

21 r, Pirate vessel a cel” chil¬ 
dren acclaim enthusias¬ 
tically (7). 

12 Rolax where one feels 
safe as foe prepares to 
attack (4. 3). 

13 Metal that is extra galac¬ 
tic in origin (4). 

14 Nellie's reward — a 
drinks dispenser! ( 10 ). 

16 Given the option of a 
dress allowance or a 
home grant (7). 

17 “I'm no saint, sir!” — 
PC. in confidential 
aside (7). 

19 Electricity mcier pul 
radio listener’s amplifi¬ 
er on the blink (3, 7). 

22 Less than twice the 
usual applause earned 
by encore (4). 

24 Occupations that must 
ensure job satisfaction 
and financial security 
<7>. 

20 Lei go a vaJur.ble bar* 

J oin Tn sale — unhappily 
t was flawed (7). 

26 Tales of special interest 
(5). 

27 If 1 ride a cycle without 
regard for safety it intro¬ 
duces a degree of sour¬ 
ness Into the race (9). 

_ DOWN _ 

1 Showing the ear keys — 
(hat's what ruins a day 
n\t ( 8 , 7). 


2 Oflp who loves a remote¬ 
ly controlled pram or 
uutomntic baby carriage 

3 Extract of lavender pos¬ 
sibly toxic: n sip will 
(lecfdel (S). 

4 Lie's rather controver¬ 
sial, nnd it Isn't easy get¬ 
ting such a chap to smilo 
(8). 

9 Let the children see just 
how calm you can be ( 6 ). 


l f S: U wife I 



D. L. Lee v I. OaHoway, 
Lloyds Bank/BCF under-Jjl 
championship 1989. Darren 
. Lee. 19. star player of the 
London School of Economics 
' ichcss '.team, had a problem aa 



6 Monetarism made as 
plausible as possible by 
newspapers, ■ TV, and 
radio (4, 5). 

7 Hock and roll string 
band featured in con¬ 
temporary promenade 
concert ( 6 ). 

8 Knife sharpener fee 
recently revised to allow 
fur an investment (10. 5). 

15 Returns or remits regu¬ 
lar donations in support 
of Intimidatory nets of 
violence (9). 

17 BBC hire rub reporter 
who writes like a little 
angel (B). 

18 Universal pnnlc— rapid 
growth — result of pub¬ 
lishing a kind of ode ( 8 ). 

20 OIT down the drain, con¬ 
ceivably lost for ever ( 0 ). 

21 Wine producer's bid to 


attract sum of money for 
research ( 6 i. 

23 Total paid off with 
money accruing from 
sale of woollen cloth (5). 

SOLUTION 


O 0 G 0 BE □ 0 

□rjacoGOGD □Finno 

□ □□GGO0D 
SbDEIH™ D0GGDPB 

□ □GDG0QD 

□BOG BDGEGEnnnn 

□ DDE D O 

□nnDDGG OGDEEDG 

□ 0 D B □ D 

aCORBCDGDU C1Q0U 

□ BOEEGOD 

□nances gbobdeb 

□ OOdBOEB 

□EDED QGQPnGDEQ 

□ 0C10DDGD 


White «to move) In this ding- 
ram. He In n pawn up. yet 
given the chance Black might 
become active with his queen, 
knight and king’s side pawns. 
White could win by 1 R—B 8 
nnd P—R9, but his actual 
method was both pleasing and 
efficient. How did the game 
end 8 

Chess solution 

xoai uxb *<n 
rflI %0\d 5*307/0 s.afjVAl twifl 
jnq ‘3(00* auj Oujj/vf wo/aq 
i/o 8 U—© oujfu/odja/Hi Aq 
ajtnu p/oon pfuoo *ooia *aj»u< 
90—6 L .'fft —X t\ 97WU 
■fiff—O t ■ IO—JT /J P*w> 
£B~~0 9 XX—X 'Ifi>aw—C> 
9 ‘lx—X ‘W t 

—x rnjvxft € :tx—x r v» 
S3 —6 *2 -irxjy i 


Bast 

♦ j lu 9 4 
V 9 3 

O K J 6 

* J 9 5 2 


North 
4 K 3 i 
A q 7 
O A lo 6 3 
• Q B 7 

West 

4 4 A q 1 5 

«» a 3 a 

1 y «4 » 7 4 

2 • # -lu 4 






i Mh : : pf 

^ ■ rjj.irri fTi ? i - 

■ MpTlBr Mu 1 1 1 


■* 'CLUES'ACROSS; '—-3. Small spot-. 
. • ■' ■ 6,; RlyiilPt. 7, Drying-plot R. 8, Altlo. 
./'/IQ, Dcwmadv 14, Flower. IS. Strdll-, 
T] ■" i6, Lock-)Opw\erq. 17, Form ol-trap. 


J.,-:- 11r Drli 0 tjed ( ;i 2 . Web-fogtW birds, 
■ : l.d, Prophetlc.sign:;v. • 


South 

♦ a e 

•y K J10 D 4 

* A K 6 3 

Dealer North. Uame all. 

:It scarcely Jocks possiole for 
Nonn-uoutn to nm&n in any 
contract ou 3NT, with Nortn 
as declarer, but no i Norm 
judged his hand to be too 
wea£ or too strong for 1NT 
and opened One Diamond- 
Tnen, over Souths One wean, 
he was too strong or too weak 
>tor l NT and compromised 
with Two Hearts. Mouth might 
nave nid 'inree Oiuos at mis 
paint, out instead ne went 
straight to >our near is. 

'• .Weal's lead .of the.jack of 
spades put the anids under 
tue . 4K and Mouth nsUl 
to ruu vhe' unlrd round, ho 
ortw two rounds of trumps 
and then set about a classic 
fiaiqty play.. .takingSpree ■ 
rounds .of .ciilbs. The ..player 
-With ' the snort duos miytu 

hot mvv« held the oywtanaing 
trump; out h;bs£ was. able .-to 
' :ratf ithe third club:add Bourn 
still-, bad to ■lose. a (MAtfiond, 
.ifbr'onfe down.’-:;'.-'-''' 

.South madsiabide comment. 
‘'•apduC nW TWadr» bidding 
aatianed with Ms own . 




- 

: : : v •' 


- • ■ SOLUTION r ■ 

'.‘;uau46 '01’dBeeQ i z\i- podbo 
TT - - W ; ■ • '40JIB1 'B 'Mp.MQ . ’Q^-igdojd . 
... V 'linn z .-■iifjpr it— i.'Nuno 


i .I*« 

Hearts. ■■ 


; '& ilifer ’9". -iiBqds..iOj^.'^SOHOV 


;■’ After. ■' ruffing *■ '■-the.:. third, 
spade .South, .sDOtild plan. to. 
ruff two diamonds.in rds qwn 
hand, ^reversing tpe dummy: 

. duck ■* a diamond, ,wln t,he. 
likely trump roturn... diamond • 
•tri '?he a«-. d^mond.. ;rufT. 

: heart ■ to. the qupeh, dlambkld ; 
■ ruff.' {Yqu are always pome ! 
unless the tnipSps preak, 4~J. 
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ARIES — March 21-April 19 

You have great compassion lor a young person with special problems ’ 

A new friend Is very helpful, Contact an older relative who may feel nq^ 
glectod. Going out is an enjoyable option this week. Much con be ac¬ 
complished on the home front ll everyone pitches in. Guest3 from afar or 
a change of scenery brighten your days. Express your happiness and 
expect to hear good news. 

TAURUS — April 20-May 20 

You feel more energetic this week. Determination will help you accom- • ! 
pllsh wonders at home. Spend some time compiling income tax mat- l 
errols. Take greater pain3 with your appearance. Romanlic partner no¬ 
tices more than you think Scheduled social activities go well but may 1 

not be too stimulating. Newcomers give you fresh insights even M you • 

are not in agreement. Devote more time to a favourite hobby Be crea¬ 
tive. 

GEMINI — May 21-June 20 

You may not get what you think you want. Instead, you receive some 
nice surprises! A Saturday job can help ease a temporary financial bind. 

A damaged relationship is on the mend. An ideal week to discuss sensi¬ 
tive matters with mate, family members. Be honest and open to sugges¬ 
tions A friend will come up with some interesting ideas for free enter¬ 
tainment. Plan a special outing. 

CANCER — June 21-July 22 

Your family shows you affection when you need it most. Pay bills to - 
protect your credit rating. Professional advice will help you cut costs. 
Stay-at-home entertainment appeals to many. Plan a family outing. 

Spend more time with teen-age offspring. You can count on mate's sup¬ 
port in financial matters Your talent for saying the right thing at the right 
time works wonders. 

LEO July 23-Augu8t 22 

Being too rigid with mate or offspring will backfire. The emphasis now f 
is on achieving better rapport. Youthful concepts deserve to be heard. 
Widening your social circle could lead to a new relationship Your sensi¬ 
tivity to others is deeply appreciated this week. Display your talents to 
best advantage. You cBn make a huge difference in a dose friend's Me 
now. Offer encouragement, not criticism. 

VIRGO — August 23-September 22 '' 

The emphasis this week is on change nnd self-improvement. Involve 1 
the entire family In a learning programme. Community affairs provide an • 
outlet for excess energy. Your reputation grows. Curtail spending. Post- . 

.; pone luxury purchases Others share your need for affection and appre¬ 
ciation. Thank someone who has done n favour for you recently. A stran- ; 
ger enters the picture Romance is in the air. Follow your heart i 

LIBRA — September 23-October 22 j 

Sign contracts only after reading the fine print and consulting lawyers. 
Creative endeavours, travel and shared interests are in the spotlight. A , 
former relationship Is revitalized. Do not make the same mistake Iwlce! .. 
Devote more time to your family. Travel may be part of your plans. Share _ 
new adventures with mate, partner. Long-distance calls produce gratify- 
;! ing results. Arrange to meet top people face-to-face. 

;'j SCORPtO — October 23-November 21 < 

Family members cooperate in reducing household expenses. Perform j! 

; l more services for yourself. Plan recreation the whole family can enjoy. 

The time Is right for mapping out a future vacation Seek mate's sugges- 
| tlon?. Your popularity is at an all-time hiah. Choosing between two ro- j 

l mantic partners could prove difficult. Look beyond compliments to see 
!] what Is motivating the person who offers them. Encourage honesty. I 

■J SAGITTARIUS — November 22-December 21 

Make a special effort to defer to your male or partner's wishes. Some 
[j of your dreams will come true If you exercise more self-discipline. Group ’ • 

activities dominate this week. Dress your best. You get a second chance - i 
V; to make amends to someone. Seize itt A change ot scene will help. Talk- 
j; ing with relatives reveals a parent's true needs. Think about starting a j. 

i new business. 5, 

i' : i 

{! CAPRICORN — December 22-January 19 \ 

a Distant events sound more Interesting than what is happening on the > 
ji home front. Take a day trip or cat) old triends. A last-minute Invitation * 

jj holds great appeal. You make new friends. It is time to admit to yourself , 

that a relationship may not be working. Avoid indulging In wishful think-, \ 

* ing. Show your vulnerability to family members. They need to know how : 

| ;you really feel. j 

] AQUARIUS •—January 20-February 18 { 

j A younger person Is alrongly attracted to you. Sme changes are indi- 5 
•i cated-ln your personal plans. Show more discretion In your social life, i 

^ Being a considerate weekend guest will get you Invited back. Do not at : t 

. yourself become entangled In a no-win argument. Postpone family ub- • s. 

cessions involving finance or religion; Someone makes a startling disejo- . J 
; Biire; Changing your attitude, Admtt past mistakes,; forget old grievances- \ i; 

; ; WSCES ^ February 19-March 20 ■ ; \ . ? 

.■ Maintain hamony.at home by'avoiding controversial aubjacls. A night i £ 
i, : on-the town holds great appeal, Show more aflectlorl to mate. You reach,, ; | 

* ' an! important deol8lon tegarding a family member 1 . Keep careful rec°ras , ^ 
| . iend preparation of Income tax forms will bp : simplified. A friend you make ,n 


at; a sports event wH! prove helpful ln buelneae. Ghlidren may no«l mpfe a 
• vlime with you. . - • ' l ;V ,v -■ • v- 

TrilS -WEEK'S CHILD Is ahlvays happiest In a orowdl .Loyal end ' s 
I -;wCrthy. he may keep Ibe ffianae he' mekee ln. nursery school fhrougnoui’ •.{! 
. hie. life- He has strong likes and dlsilkes but never tries to Imposed ham „ 
i- . oni others'. He jq philosophical and deeply Interested In tha iargar doesr. 
jj . lions of life. He works hard and gels results. Success will come early in . b 
‘ h|9'career.. •'v '■ ‘ = - -V;-'■ 

■ i Win h iOfSU tits -tiii;,••,ru-r» t. j> i n .‘*'4 i, ■: ,-JV* >- 


Telephone: 664153/4, 607177/8/9 
Telex: 21392 MEDIA JO 






Muiaurn: Jewelry and cos- 
fl M00^years old. Also mosaics 
and Jerash (4th to 18th 
finest The Roman Theatre. Ammon. 

hours. 90.00 am. - 5 pm 
SroU- Tel- 651780. 
wrfsn Archaeological Museum: Has 
iiLit collection ot the antiquities 
Al Oau (Cilndel H.III 
hours: 9 Oil a.m.-5 00 p in (F:l- 
Sfs Sd ohiciol hllidnys 10.00 nm to 

SopmlC^Tuosdoys. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
-oilKWn Cil paintings. cer.rmi^. tmd 
sculptures by contemporary Islam*, arl- 
^Ircm rnosl of the Muslim countries 
» collection of paintings by ifltii 
r E nhK» orientallsl arhsis. Muntazah, 
htJluwaiWeh Opening hours. 10.00 
in i . 1.30 p.m. and 300 pm - 6.00 
pm Closed Tuesdays. Tel 830128. 

Martyr's Memorial (Military Museum): 
r/JiKlion of military memorabilia dating 
the Arab Rovolt ol 1916 Sports 
CiW Amman. Opening hours 9 00 
4 m-».00 p m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
H424U 



Films 

The American Centre presents Cat Ballou' on 
Thursday 26 February at 7 pm. 

The Royal Cultural Centre presents the cinema 
opera Othello' on Thursday 26 February at 7 pm. 

The French Embassy and the Embnassy of the 
Federal Republic of Germany present a Franco- 
German film feslival at the RCC (See Cinema Cor¬ 
ner for details) 

Exhibitions 

Bezdiklan's painting exhibition at the French Cul¬ 
tural Centre runs until 28 February. 


The Gallery of the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel is 
holding an exhibition ol pencil sketches and badia 
scenes by Kayad Amr. The exhibition runs until 5 
March. 

Concert 

The British Rock group ‘Furniture' 

night and tomorrow night al 7 pm at the Palace o 

3 _ - ... * .-mnnoranrCl L ifiK- 


ie Palace of 


ruuni diiu luii'ww" ...a"- — - - _ -t-l. 

Culture. Mirage will aive o guest appearance. Tick¬ 
ets cost JD 3, 2 and 1. 

Lecture 

The Arab Women Graduate Club will give a lec¬ 
ture on 'Drugs' at the Royal Cultural Centre. For 
time, contact RCC. 


6L Joseph Church (Roman CalhollcJ 
jjbai Amman, Tel. B24590. 

Church Pi tho Annunciation (Roman 
GathoOc Jabal Luwelbdeh. Tel. 637440. 

Di Is Salle Church (Romeo Catholic ) 
jabal Hussein. Tel 661757. 

Terrsianta Church (Roman Catholic). 
jjwi Liiwaibdah, mass m Italian langu- 
jiO moaf every Snturddy al 6:30 pm. 
TnftefiJM 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
CtlivxJu*) Ahdnli, Tel. 823641. 

Anglican Church (Church ol the 
P*JMmer| Jjbnl Amman. Tel. 678906. 

Arnitnlen Catholic Church AshruMi. 
Tel 771331 

Armanlne Orthodox Church Ashrhlieh. 
Tel 775201. 

Si. Ephraim Church (Syrlun Grlhodo.*) 
Asrxaltah, Tel. 77i75i 

Ammon International Church Inlor- 
teionunatlcinnl) moels al Southern 
Bjpnsl School in Shmolwii. Tel 
6/7534 

Erinjeikai Lutheran Church Jubul 
Si’rfls b ' h CirCl8 ' lRav N ' Smir1, TeL 


Algeria -- 

Aregentlna — - 
Buenoa Alrea - 

Australia -- 

Adelaide 
Brisbane — . 

Canberra-- 

Melbourne — . 

Perth- 

Sydney-- 

Austria--— 

Vienna- 

Bahrain — . — 

Belgium- 

Antwerp .. 

Brussels .. - 

Brazil - — ... 
Rio de Janeiro 

Brazilia- 

Bulgorla- 

Sofia- 

Canada _ . .- 
Ottawa — 
Chile - - 

Santiago ... . 

CypruB.. .. 

Nicosia - - 

Czechoslovakia . 
Praguo - 


... 213 

— 54 
_ 1 

61 

_B 

_7 

_62 

_3 

_9 

..2 

..43 

_222 

. - 973 
. — 32 

_3 

_ . 2 

55 

. . 21 

_61 

.. 359 

..2 

. 1 

.. 613 
. - 56 

_2 

.. 357 
_21 

— 42 
- .2 


*'9«r|an- 641271/2 

«ab Republic of Yemen 642381/2 

Auilraltan- 673246/7 

Juilrlan- 644635 

witrlan Embassy/ commercial 
JKHon- 674750/674862 

£H„ nl - 084140 

M?"- 642169/642183 

SSfi 8 "- 83B385 

cM!!"- 666124 

—-- - - 642736 

Chilian -- 661336 

Cfpms Honorary Consulate 642653 

Cwchoslovaklen- 666105/6 

; «°»h Consulate General 622324 
i Rnl»h Conautele (Vtsae) 623443 


S3® 1 * —- 641273/4 

- 641351 

G9rmanD, R - 819351/2 

u™” ---- 672331 

Hungarian-- 674916 

b*,i - 637260 

i r ''- 639331/2 

iSSSt 

IZ't --- 666110 

S=n-M?a??i 

Consulate General 

PttlMfnl" Con8ulat<1 - 637164 

Pj. - 622787 


MbF ' -: ; - 646161. 

- 837153, - 

- : 644331/2 , 

Iw^tah. 644251/2* 

669177/0 . 

IIHDP 1 - BEEC 068191 . 


^Mlllata oir4rT i “'T' r —629671 
lL — || ," « 8fl 1 »»*•» 645312 : : 


Arab Air Cargo - 874 22U?n 

Air Franco —..;, 6 Ao ( L 8 S 

Air Lanka —- 665377/651799 

American Airline--- 669068 

Arab Wings —- 8944B4 

Austrian Airline 

_ 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines -- 

British Airways-641430 

British Caledonian 

Arlways-—— 662111 

Cathay Pacific--- 624363 

Chinese Airlines __ 

_Z. _ 637380/667020 

Egypt Air-830011 

Emir.,* AMn.^ e621 ,, /67B3J1 

Gulf Air__ 653606/653613 

Hungarian Airlines - 

Iberia_ 037627/644036 

Iraqi Airways- 828596^/ 628696 

Japan Air Lines-«????! 

Korean Airlines - - 670624/602236 

Kuwaiti Airways — -- 

gbyen Arab Airlines 643831/2 
Lufthansa- — 041306 

™ri'- nA _!: l "’:_639B7 3 ,« s3 « 6 

u p a . j:_ __ _..638104 

Olympic_ 030125/638433 

Pakistan International nocoai 

Philippine Airlines-■—&70156 

Polish Airlines-- — 626081 

Qantas_•_641430/866447 

nomM '“ 037380/6BV680 

6»bw . BHljan Alrtln*..^ 

Saudis -- 639333 

678177/678186; 
Sudan Airlines - V-— 683,11 

SteEsaSiS: 

Trans Mediterranean 

lr , ^ A -“-8 a 3»3prw^i 


Denmark —- 

Copenhagen (Inner) —. 
Companhagen (outer) . ■ 

Ecuador---- 

Quito- - 

Egypt - 

Cairo - 

Eire- 

Dublin --- 

Cork-- - 

Finland--— 

Helsinki — - —. — 

Franco- — 

Paris - -.— 

Germany W(FRG) —- 

Bonn - —- 

Greece-—- - 

Athons/PIraouB - 

India-- —- 

Banglors - - 

New Delhi -— 

Bombay .. - 


45 

Tunisia-— ....- 

216 

_. .. 1 

Tunis - _ . . -- 

_1 

.. 2 

Turkey ..... 

.. 40 

593 

Ankara --- — .. _ -- 

.2 

_.2 

Istanbul . -.- - 

_1 

20 

UAE - --- - 

971 

_2 

Abu Dhabi.- 

_2 

. 353 

Alman - --— 


1 

Al Ain - -. 

__.3 

.... 21 

Dubai .. - -. 

. .. — 4 

350 

Fujairah .. . — 

_ . .. 70 

_ 00 

Ghyathi ... -- 

.52 

.. 33 

Rob al Kholntah -- — 

. ... 77 

. . 1 

Shmloh .- 

__6 

49 

.... 208 

Umm Al Quwaln - -. 

Western Area (Jobel) 

_6 

- _. - 30 

Dhana, Ruwais) - • - - 

.52 


91 

__ 812 

. 11 

. 22 



And ell cities with area codee beam¬ 
ing with 1, 2. 3. 4. 5. 0. 7 & B. 

Indonesia-— • - --62 

Jakarta - - -.. 21 

Italy • - ---- - 39 

Rome------ B 

Iraq---.964 

Baghdad--- -- • 

Japan- 81 

Tokyo-- . J 

Kenya--254 

Nairobi-—-rrr - 2 

Kuwait-965 

Korea- 82 

Seoul . 5Ta“ 2 

Malaysia- 60 

Kuala Lumpur----— 0 

Mexico -- 52 

Mexico City--- 6 

Morocco- 2 ' 2 fl 

Rabat - 7 

Netherlands-31 

Amsterdam-4U 

Rotterdam-— 10 

North Yemen —--967 


UK.— - 

London . - . — 

Uruguay - - •• 

Montevideo . 

USA_—. 

New York - 
Washington — .. 

Venezuela - 

Caracas - ...- 

Yugoslavia —. 

Belgrade.- - 


.1 

. . 598 

... _ - 2 
_ . 1 
... 212/718 
.... ... 202 

_SB 

. . . —. .2 
. ... 38 
_ ._ 11 



Royal Culture Centre 

Tel.__601026/7 

American Contre - • 64*371 

Amorlcon Contra Library — 641520 

British Council .. 638 HI42 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute . ® 418 ^2 

Soviet Cultural Centre - 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centro - - 824049 
Turkish Cultural Centre - 6307 77 
Hnya Arts Contre - - - 665195 

Hussein Youth City - — 667101/6 

VWC.A.- - --- 641703 

Y.W.M.A.. 66*351 

Amman Municipal Library 

...... 8371 11 

Unlv.of Jordan Library ... . 843555 

Cinemas 

Concord . --- 677420 

Rainbow ---- 625155 

Opera - -• ____ 675573 

Plaza - --- 677420 

Raghdan - 622198 

Al-Hussein- 622117 

Zqhran -- —.B23171 

BasmBn - - 630128 

Sports Clubs 

Al HusBein Sports 

City__ 667 IB 1 

Orthodox Club -- 810491 

Royal Automobile 

Club • - --- B15410 

Royal Shooting Club 736672 
Royal Chess Club 673713 
Royal Racing Club 09-801233 


6671B1 
B10491 



Amman 


Holiday Inn .. .. 
Marriott -- 
Ragency ... 
Jerusalem . - ._ 
Intercontinental 
Ambassador - ... 

Commodoro .. 

Middle East .... 
Grand Palace . . 

Tycho -... 

International . .. 

San Rock . 

Alin Gateway ... 

Amra . 

Plaza . . - . . 


- . 663100 
.... 660100 
_ .. 660000 
. . 665094 
.. 641361 
..... 665186 
... 668181 
. 667150 
. .. 661121 
. 661114 
841712 
. G13 B01 
(08) 51000 
.... 015071 
. .674111 


Aqaba 


Holiday Inn . 
Al-Manor 
Al-Cazar. . _. 
Coral Beach 
Aquamarine . 
Aqaba -- 


-.... 2426 

— .— 4341 

-4131 

- 3521 

- .... 4333 

— . 2058 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman governorate- 8 | 1 ?m 

Amman Civil Defence -198,199 

C !!" 271203,273131 

Civil Defence Quwelsmeh 77Q733 

civMOefenca Oelr Alla ----- 67306 

I ibulance- - 7 7 3111 

tman downtown fire brldgade 

_ j ___ - - loB 

'staid--- 

sod Bank---225 

vll Defence rescue--Doll 1 ’ 

re headquarters-- - 622000-3 

^ 8 _ C “ 8 192.621111.637777 

dice headquarters- 1 

afflc police-098390/1 

ec,ricPowerCo. 363 Bi M 02 4 fl Bi 
unicipal water complaints^ 1125/8 

^T.^«orr. wa3o/eo 

hospitals 

usssln Medical centre ^ g . 

jhalldl'Mat ernityi~J» Ad» n« 6442B173 

iklleh M aternity; J . Amn. ^ ■ 

abal Amman Maternity —624362 
Halhas, J.Ammeit -- *36140 

tssisssf -“-Igiil 

Tie Islamic, Abdali-— 668127/37 

tl-Ahll,Abdell - 8841 S^/| 

tallon, Al-Muha|resn .-777101/3 

Army. Marks -- 5S1 8 1 1, .2 8 

Quean Alla Hospital — 602240/50 
Amnl Hospital 074155 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television .-- 1 

Radio Jordan — ■ — 

Ministry ol Tourism . T - —• 642311 

Hotel complaints ..- 60®412 

Price complaints - -6®’ 

Tolephone information . 12 

U.<lae anrl UUrlril/l Pdfit C AUA _'. k IQ 



Al-Jnbal..— 

KedB- 

Kada ---- 

Al-La bad I- 

National —-- 

Nebo--- 

Petra -- 

Rabbit Amman - 

Al-Rimat- 

Al-Sald -'- 

Al-Samer-—■ — 

Satellta- 

Star--- 

Tiger-:--- 

Trust - 

Trust --—- 

Al-Waha --- 

Abu Dagga 
Amin Jarrar (Ayls) 

Amman -J.- 

Arabian a- 

Avls-Jarrar.- 


Budget 

Budget —-- 

Oe'aa -J- --- 

Dlraril - - 

Euro pear -- 

Europcar -- 

Europcer - 

europcar .— 
General Services 

Gull - 

Inter Rent.- 


_:_606669 

. 665181/665153 

_ 315455 

_ 013554 

- 639197/B 

_ 810792 

__ 605601 

_: 072424 

_ 639801 

.. 607439 

- _:_— 771707 

.. 625787/021471 

__... 004904 

__ 671931 

___ 873312 

__665121/9 

_ 674106 

.. 644642/644906 

_670498 

_ 668327 

_ 641360 

- 08/81021-51071 

_ 09/802210 

__ B73012 

__604239 

__869970 


_601360/60 

^ 6013BO 

__ 816071 

_ 839197 

___ 674100 

__660902 

- 669376/669390 


Star Sub8criptioin8 
(Annual rates) 

Arab countries . $ 60 

Europe and Afrlcd; .& 90 } 
US, Japan & others $13.0 


All, rat as include' Ffrst Cfasa MAIL: 
Send drafts to The Star. P,Q-_;BbX- 
591, Amman ■?:Jordan/ :. ’ .,••• 
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J 


from 28 February-6 March 


French Programme 


Saturday 


*06:00 Entree Libre eps. 17: 
A teaching French Pro¬ 
gramme. 

'06.30 Espace Et Compor- 
tement: A documentary pro¬ 
gramme on animals and 
how they react according to 
the environment in which 
they live: 

*7:00 The News in French 

*7:15 Serie, "La Vallee Des 
Peupliers". Eps. 51 Part 1. 

SUNDAY 


“05:25 Detective telefilm/ 
les cino dernieres minutes 
"Tarif de nuit" starring: 
Raymond Souplex and Jean 
Durand. 

'07:00 The News in French. 

*07:15 Serie, La Vallee Dos 
Peupliores. eps. 51. part 2. 


Monday 


*06:00 L'aube Des Homes, II y 
a 300 000 ans les cavern es. 

A documentary programme on 
mankind and the use of fire 
during prehistoricai periods. 

*07:00 The News in French. 

* 07:15 Weekly sports ma¬ 
gazine. 



The Feature Film THE SALAMANDER on Thursday at 
10:20 


Tuesday 


* 06:00 Moiiere Pour Rire Ou 
Pour Pleurer eps. 3. About 
the famous French actor 
and writer Moliere. 

*07:00 The news In French. 

* 07:15 French varieties. 


* 9:30 Dad’s Army 

* 10:20 Feature Film, 0 
Lucky Man I, Starring: Mal¬ 
colm McDowell Arthur Lowe 
and Hellen Mirren. 


Sunday 


Wednesday 


* 8:30 Who's the Boss. 


*06:00 Des Chiffres et Des 
letteres: A game programme 
with letters and numbers 
L'ecoie Des Fans: 

* 06:30 L'ecole des fans: 

A children's programme. This, 
.weeks guest Is Paul Meyer. 
A clarinette player. 

*07:00 The news in French. 


* 9:10 The Day The Univ¬ 
erse changed-: This pro¬ 
gramme looks at the rise of 
modern medicine and Its 
surprising relationship with 
the invention of statistics 
which doctors use to valid¬ 
ate the efficacy of diag¬ 
noses and treatments. 


medicine there has been 
wave of criticism from fringe 
practitioners who agrue that 
man is an amalgan of body 
mind and spirit. While medi¬ 
cal science has made spec¬ 
tacular gains in treating 
purely physical ailments it 
has been less successful in 
treating other diseases 
cancer In particular where 
the root causes lie as much 
in the mind and spirit as In 
the body. 

* 10:20 The Best Seller 

Captain and The Kings part 
5. 


Thursday 


*07:15 AujourcTs hui En Jar- 
dame, a local programme 
produced by Saleh Mad, on 
different aspects-In Jordan. 


Thursday 


* 10:20 The New Mini Series 
“Spearflelds Daughter": 
Cleo Spearfield a driven and 
dynamic journalist, fights 
her way to the top of a very 
competitive Industry. And 
has struggle to stay there. 


*8:30 Paul Daniels Magic 
Show. 

Steele, 


*06:30 Champs Elysees, a 
variety programme presente- 
d by Michel Drucker. This 
weeks guest: Mirellle Mar 
thleu, Gerard . Depardieu 
Carlos, Patrick Sebastian. 


Monday: 


j; . -* 07:00 The hews IpTrench.; 

;, . • V X^:16’ Serie [ La Va'llde Des 
< . Peupliers, eps; 62/ part. 1 . 

Friday: i 


‘ t : J , 

"V 


;*.PriK'D*un-Hornmet’ 

■ Bernard Heller, : 


• * *p$':26 Film: cinema16/ **Le 


* 8:30 Executive stress. 

*9:30 A New Mini Series, ' 
"William The Conqueror 1 ': At 
the. down of the Eleventh: 

• Century In a world ! where: 

wealth . and lineage mat-; 

•' Mered more , than courage or 
i Intelligence. ah -unwanted 
child was born. Named Will¬ 
iam, his birth would change 1 
tha course ol history. • 

‘ '• * 10:20 Freneo part 4 


:,*.D.?:pofhehdvyslh;Fr'epch. 
I- > 07:1^:. La Vallee-Dee 'Peu- 
: . pliers, ep8. .52.'part 2 last 

[ /[episode: . "j\..' t ;; - 

K jy" ; 

V^Ehg|ish Programme: 


Tuesday v 

• * 8:bQ Ho Place Like iHome, 1 
• You’ll Never Walk Albn©[ ; . ' 

. ; 9:00, Varieties. ’ j 

>. * 10:20 The’Fourth Arm, epi¬ 
sodes. ' 


*9:10 Remington 
Steele of Approval. 

* 10:20 Feature Film, The 
Salamander, Starring: An¬ 
thony Quinn Franco Nero 
and Martin Balsam: the 
story from the Pen of Morris 
WeBt one of the world's 
greatest story tellers. It is 
set In Italy againBt a back- 

g round of high society pollt- 
:s and finance. The mys¬ 
terious- death of General 
Panlaleoune touches off : a 
chain of events which Intell¬ 
igence expert Colonel ; Dante 
Metuccl and .his associate 
Stefauelli are oalled to in¬ 
vestigate. There Is, ohly : .one 
small clue ['.a Visiting card 
bearing, the crest of a Sala- 
mandu. 1 • 1 : V 

- i ■ >. ... -. . 


^Sciturday 


$30, Musio ^>x ;,j ;* • • ;paj*> 


;vy>ddn$sday\,y ;’-ij 

V". , * '8:30 Three’s. Company, 

[■.. 9:10:’A .Gentle 'Way With¬ 


1 ... 

mtn® 








er • • Outside orthodox 


.' j *8:30; Throb. The Party. 

•' * ;9:l6 Falcon Crest : ' ' * 

* 10:20 Paradise . Postponed 
episode 10: Leslie Tltmuss 
denies. Charlotte's • ; level-' 

• veftierit, In. CND. ,Fred : re- 
■ fuses i to 'help- with the .oo’urt 
! : ' ■ case. Blrhbn... Malland 

Greene'.. tries to'-.; blackmail. 

• Fred. Arthur - gives ; Fred a vl- 

/ tel piece, of evidence... ' , J 


Programme Highlights for week 
beginning Saturday, 28 February 

1987 


DOCUMENTARY AND PHONE-IN ON AIDS: AIDS is rapidly be¬ 
coming the No. 1 health problem in many parts of the world. This 
week, BBC World Service offers listeners a chance to question 
a leading British expert on AIDS, Dr Tony Pinching of St Mary's 
Hospital, London. To take part in the phone-in, ring with your 
question an hour and a half before transmission, or during the 
programme, to London 580-4411. The phone-in will be chaired 
by Barbara Myers. The phone-in is preceded by a 30-minule 
documentary on the disease, also presented by Barbara Myers. 


PEOPLE AND PETS: Pet worship, animal magnetism and 
creature comforts are just three of the subjects discussed by 
humorist and animal-lover Johnny Morris in this new five-part 
series of talks. 


CONCERT HALL: This week's programme, A Villa-Lobos Tribute, 
celebrates the centenary of the birth of the Brazilian composer 
with three of his best-known works — the Guitar Concerto, the 
Bachianas Brasilelras No. 5 and The Little Train of the Calpira. 


LE CORBUSIER — ARCHITECT OF SPACE: Another birth cen¬ 
tenary is celebrated In this programme — that of Le Corbusier, 
widely regarded as the most influential architect of the 20lh 
century. In this trobute, BBC World Service's Aiastair Lack ex¬ 
plores the life and work of this multi-faceted figure. 


TWO CHEERS FOR FEBRUARY: A fast-moving cavalcade of 
satirical sketches about the past month and the personalities 
who made It impossible to raise three cheers. 


Sunday 1/3/87 

* 17:15 Documentary And 
Phone-In on Aids 

* 18:09 Documentary And 
Phone-In on Aids 


Tuesday 3/3/87 

* 23:00 People And Pets 

* 23:15 Concert Hall 

Wednesday 4/3/87 

* 06:30 People And Pets 

* 17:30 Two Cheers for 
February 

* 23:15 People And Pets 
Thursday 5/3/87 

* 05:30 Le Corbusier- 
Archltect of Space 


The Most Popular Records 


J 

s 


In The US 


In Britain 


1. Livin' On A Prayer — 
Bonn Jovl : ' 

, 2; Jacob's Ladder — Huey 
Lewis and The News 
3; Keep Your : Hands To 
‘ Yourself, Georgia Satell¬ 
ites. . 

Will You Still Love Me? 
— Chicago '• •• 

,;8. You Got. It All — The 
Jews • / - ‘ . '• . V; 

■; 6. Somewhere Out There 
. Linda Ronstadt And. James 
; Ihgram • •••.. 

7; / Respect ' Yourself ■ —- 
[ Brute Willis ; 

i 8. Fight ..For Your Right . 
; Beagtle Boys: 

1 9. ; Big Time Peter Gabriel [ 

. 10,v Ballerina Girl ',—; Lionel' 
■Richie ' ■ h 


1.1 Knew You Were Waiting 
(For Me) •*- Aretha Franklin 
and George Michael 
•*. 2. Stand By. Me — Ben E. 

■ King .. . . • ri . 

i 3. DoWn To Earth Cu¬ 
riosity Killed The Cat ■ , . 

, 4'. Heartache — Pepsi 
Shlrlle , , - r 
. 5. it Doesn’t Have To. B? 
That Way — Blow Monkeys 
6., Alriiaz — Randy CraWr 

: 7°When A Man Loves A 
Man ■‘-r Percy , Siedge-. v. ; 
8. Music Of The Night : 

" Michael Grawford. :. ■ y -' 
•9. Running In The Family 
Level 42 r ; - ' . ■ ■ _ 
























































































